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SAT Scores for DoDEA Released

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA – Ray Tolleson, Interim Director of the Department of Defense Education
Activity (DoDEA), today announced the 1999 SAT I scores for the domestic (DDESS) and overseas
(DoDDS) systems.  DoDEA’s results in 1999 were slightly lower than the 1998 scores, reaching an average
verbal score of 504, just below the National average of 505, and 498 in mathematics, below the National
average of 511.

Six DoDEA students earned perfect scores of 800 on the verbal section of the test, and two students
earned perfect scores in the mathematics section.

1997-1999 SAT I Results for DoDEA, DDESS, DoDDS, and the Nation

SAT 1997 1998 1999
DoDEA Math 502 502 498
DDESS Math 481 481 474
DoDDS Math 505 505 501
Nation Math 511 512 511

DoDEA Verbal 513 508 504
DDESS Verbal 495 483 483
DoDDS Verbal 515 511 506
Nation Verbal 505 505 505

African-American students in DoDEA outperformed their stateside counterparts in 1999 in both the
verbal and mathematics sections of the SAT.

MORE . . .



1999 SAT I Results for African-Americans in DoDEA and the Nation

AFRICAN-AMERICAN SAT I SCORES 1999
African-American DoDEA Math 435
African-American Nation Math 422

African-American DoDEA Verbal 447
African-American Nation Verbal 434

Hispanic students in DoDEA outperformed their stateside counterparts in 1999 on the verbal portion
of the SAT, and matched the score in the mathematics section.

1999 SAT Results for Hispanics in DoDEA and the Nation

HISPANIC SAT I SCORES 1999
Hispanic DoDEA Math 457
Hispanic Nation Math 457

Hispanic DoDEA Verbal 472
Hispanic Nation Verbal 456

While the results show that DoDDS students continue to score near the national average, when those
results are compared with states having similar high participation rates, DoDDS students outscore many of
their stateside counterparts on the test.  Of the 12 states with participation rates of 60-70%, only Vermont
(1020), Maine (1010), and Maryland (1014) earned higher total scores than DoDDS students.  Students in
Virginia matched the DoDDS total score of 1007.
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1999 SAT I Results
DoDDS and All States with Participation Rates of 60-70%

SITE % PARTICIPATION VERBAL MATH TOTAL

DoDDS 63% 506 501 1007
Pennsylvania 70% 498 495 993
Rhode Island 70% 504 499 1003
Vermont 70% 514 506 1020
Maine 68% 507 503 1010
Delaware 67% 503 497 1000
Maryland 65% 507 507 1014
Virginia 66% 508 499 1007
Georgia 63% 487 482 969
North Carolina 61% 493 493 986
South Carolina 61% 479 475 954
Indiana 60% 496 498 994
Nation 43% 505 511 1016

There are too few DDESS students for a similar comparison to be reliable. (The number of high
school students attending DDESS schools is relatively small, and many take the ACT, an alternative aptitude
test, rather than the SAT, when preparing to apply for college admission.)

Mr. Ray Tolleson, DoDEA Interim Director, has called for an evaluation of all programs in place to
assist students in their preparation for college entrance examinations. He has also directed that a very
comprehensive program of preparatory services be made available to all DoDEA secondary school students
as soon as possible.

SAT I is a three-hour test, primarily multiple-choice, that measures verbal and mathematical reasoning
abilities related to successful performance in college.  SAT I scores range from 200 (lowest) to 800 (highest),
with the 1999 National average scores at 505 for verbal and 511 for mathematics. The SAT I is intended to
supplement the secondary school record and other information about the student, in assessing readiness for
college-level work. SAT scores are required by about 90 percent of four-year colleges and universities that
have admission requirements.

###


