--------------------------------

Hi, I’m Lori Pickel the DoDEA Elementary English Language Arts Coordinator. Welcome to the Elementary ELA Standards update. Our goal for English Language Arts is to increase literacy achievement for all students.

The purpose of this module is to provide a brief overview of the updated ELA standards and time for elementary teachers to become familiar with these updates. During the module, you will have an opportunity to examine and compare the current and updated ELA standards for your specific grade-level.
--------------------------------

Dr. Miles often speaks about our guiding philosophy of Kaizen or Continuous Improvement. Continuous improvement is a systematic and sustainable process that allows DoDEA to be fully focused on enhancing the quality of our educational programs. It’s a concept that is central to everything DoDEA does and involves looking at programs, examining their content and how they are delivered, evaluating results, and refining what is done so that the needs of all students are met.
Standards provide the focus and the foundation, upon which instructional, curricular, and assessment decisions must be anchored. For this reason the following questions were addressed in refining the ELA standards:

· Do the standards address all significant knowledge and skills that are considered important for students to acquire?

· Are students appropriately challenged? 

· And specifically, are our students held to clear expectations—comparable by grade level—to those held for students in other states across the nation?

· Do the standards effectively communicate to the reader what students should know and be able to do?

And more to the point are the standards well organized and do they communicate with concise, jargon-free language, content that is measurable?  
You will find the updated DoDEA English Language Arts Standards have been more clearly and concisely written to make them easier to read and use for guiding instruction.  

The updated standards describe content with clear language and are therefore more easily measured.
--------------------------------

One of the most noticeable results of this update can be found in the overall organization of our ELA Standards.  The specific grade-level was added as an additional identifier to the numbering system of the standards. The content of ELA is still represented by the letter ‘E’.  Across all the grade-levels there is now a consistent framework of three strands:  Reading, Writing, and Listening & Speaking. 
--------------------------------

The standards that fall under each of these strands are also consistent throughout the grade levels.  Let’s take a closer look. There are three standards in the Reading Strand:

E1a:  Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development

E1b:  Comprehension and Analysis of Nonfiction and Informational Text 

And E1c:  Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text

--------------------------------

Three standards also run consistently through to the Writing Strand:

E2a:  Processes and Features...
E2b:  Applications (Different Types of Writing and Their Characteristics) ...
And E2c:  English Language Conventions

--------------------------------

The final strand, Listening and Speaking, contains the 2 standards you see here:

Skills and Strategies ...And Applications

At each grade-level a statement of what students should know and be able to do in literacy accompanies the standard.

--------------------------------

For example under the Reading Strand in 1st Grade the standard for Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text reads:  Students read and respond to a wide variety of children’s literature. At grade 1, students begin to read a wide variety of fiction, such as classic and contemporary stories, poems, folktales, songs, plays, and other genres.
--------------------------------

To increase the specificity and clarity of the standards components are included.  The components are statements that describe specific knowledge or skill for a standard. They serve as progress indicators for gauging students’ achievement of each standard over time.  The number of components for each standard varies by grade level.

Under the 1st grade standard for Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text component 1 reads, Identify and describe the plot, setting, and character(s) in a story. Retell a story’s beginning, middle, and ending.

The standards’ components are grouped by topics.  These topic titles are in bold font throughout the standard’s document.

--------------------------------

Examples have also been added to the updated standards to provide models, patterns or something which serves as an illustration of the component.  Again, this feature enhances the specificity and clarity of the standards and their components.

Looking again at 1st grade, we see the example …
Read a story, such as Arthur’s Prize Reader by Lillian Hoban. Retell the story, including descriptions of characters and plot of the story, by telling about what happens to Arthur in the contest that he enters and the one that he helps his sister to enter. Plot the story onto a story map.

--------------------------------

Now that you have a better understanding of the format of the updated ELA standards, it’s time for you to review the content of specific grade-level standards that represent the community of learners you work with.

We know that no matter how well standards are organized or written the key to the success of the standards impacting student learning and achievement depends upon how well they are put into action.  The bottom line is that Teachers make the difference.  Effective curriculum, instruction and assessment do not happen by accident. They are the result of thoughtful planning, intentional instruction, and teacher collaboration for the success of all students.

--------------------------------

Pause this module and take some time to compare the current standards with the updated standards for your grade level and carefully consider the following questions:
1. What are the major changes to the updated standards? 

2. How will these changes impact the teaching and learning of literacy in your classroom?

When you’re finished, please return to this module for some closing thoughts.
--------------------------------

Now that you have had a little time to review and discuss the updated ELA standards you should have a much clearer view of what is expected for our children.  The standards should serve as a helpful guide to assist you in planning for instruction and assessment in your classroom.

· In summary, the major changes to the updated standards include a consist format that runs through the grade-levels.
· The grade level is coded as the first number in the formatting sequence.
· And we find three strands:  Reading, Writing, and Listening and Speaking.

--------------------------------

The scope and sequence of the standards’ components are clearer, more specific, and symbolize a continuum of learning which is represented by building of basic skills that support more complex literacy skills.

For example the components supporting the first standard in the Reading strand “Word Recognition, Fluency, and Vocabulary Development” are organized into 5 topics:  Concepts about Print, Phonemic Awareness, Decoding and Word Recognition, Accuracy and Fluency, and Vocabulary and Concept Development. 
The skills in the first three components ‘Concepts about Print’, ‘Phonemic Awareness’, and ‘Accuracy and Fluency’ have a focus in the early childhood years.  When these foundational skills are developed they become part of the strategies used to address the more complex components found under ‘Decoding and Word Recognition’ and ‘Vocabulary and Concept Development’ in the upper elementary grades.   

This continuum of learning is evident throughout the standards.
--------------------------------

The components now provide more specificity and clarity to grade level and end-of-year expectations and use stronger verbs to increase measurability. 

The added examples are concrete and provide clarity and consistency in the interpretation of what a child must know and be able to do.
--------------------------------

With stronger clarity and specificity, everyone will better understand the updated ELA standards and expectations at each grade level.  By implementing the updated DoDEA ELA Standards, you’ll help prepare students for 21st century success!  Thank you for your dedication to increasing Literacy achievement in DoDEA.

