Hi, I’m Rebecca Anderson. Welcome to the DoDEA Elementary Social Studies Standards update module. The goal in Social Studies is to successfully educate our students to be historically literate and well-informed citizens who will actively participate in a 21st century democratic society.


To support us in accomplishing this goal, our updated Social Studies standards:

(
include the significant and relevant knowledge and skills found in comparable

    exemplary state standards to ensure a curriculum that challenges

    each student to excel …

(
They are more clearly and concisely written with specific content and skills to

     guide instruction and increase academic rigor … and

(
Our updated standards describe the content with clear, measurable language.

.

Also, the updated social studies standards are more closely aligned with exemplary state standards and the TerraNova test. Social Studies Standards can be integrated with Literacy Skills by using non-fiction reading in the classroom to teach the social studies concept. 



Now, let’s take a look at examples of the updates. In Grades PK-3, one of the most noticeable changes is the social studies content from self, family and neighborhood … to more of a focus on community.  Pre-K begins with a child’s world living and participating in a community and builds on a child’s understanding in Grade 3 where children discover perspectives of the past, present and into the future. 



The Standards language remains the same with some simplification in the standards and components numbering. Each standard begins with the grade level, content area, standard number and a letter designates the component. 

Each of the standards contains a continuum of components or statements that describe specific knowledge for a standard. The components serve as progress indicators for gauging students’ achievement of each standard. They form the basis for measuring student achievement over time. 



Updated social studies skills are included under each grade level to be taught in conjunction with the standards content and follow the same number sequence as the standards.  Each grade level moves to a higher skill level in history, geography, and so on.  The social studies skills and content can also be integrated into our ELA literacy curriculum to provide students deeper, richer context for their learning.



Please pause this module and take the next 15 minutes to compare our previous standards with the updated standards for your grade level and carefully consider the following questions:
1. What are the major changes to the updated standards?  

2.  How will these changes impact the teaching and learning of social studies

    concepts and skills in our classrooms?

When you’re finished, please return to this module for some closing thoughts.



To summarize, these are the major changes in our updated Social Studies Standards to consider in your planning for the new school year.



The organization of the standards under five strands instead of ten strands is an important change. The standards have been simplified into five strands to eliminate repetition in the standards. The five strands include Civics and Government, Geography, History, Individuals, Culture and Society and Economics.



In third grade, the strands are simplified again to four strands and in 4th grade the strands are eliminated. Again, notice that each of the standards contains a continuum of components.



In grades 4, 5 & 6, the ten strands have been eliminated because the previous standards were too generic and vague to guide instruction.  Our updated standards are more specific and clear for the teacher to use in guiding instruction.  



Now let’s look at the updates in grades 5 and 6: 

In 5th grade, the previous standards included an overview of US History, however, the updated standards have changed to United States History up to l850. The 8th grade standards 

      continue from 1850 and end at Reconstruction and 11th grade standards cover

      Reconstruction into the 21st century.  Our updated standards eliminate the repetition 

 of studying the same US History content at different grade levels.

(
In 6th grade, Ancient Civilizations remains the same except that the Middle

    Ages and the Renaissance moved to the new 9th grade World 

    History: Civilizations Course beginning in SY 2010-11.

     

In Grades 4, 5 and 6 the strands were eliminated so each standard now represens an essential understanding that can be developed into an instructional unit. Components can be developed into guiding questions to engage students in learning. The updated standards provide the necessary clarity and specificity so comprehension can be measured in a meaningful way. 



Remember too that we’ve carefully updated our Social Studies Standards and Skills at each grade level to reflect necessary 21st century skills such as citizenship, understanding how economics and important events impact our lives and applying skills to expand understanding or solve problems.





Thank you for taking the time to review our updated elementary Social Studies standards. I hope this information will assist you in planning your instruction throughout the new school year.

Additional Information:

Resources linked within the presentation:

(
Dr. Mossburg’s introduction to this section (addressing McREL)

(
Social Studies Standards Glossary

(
SS/ELA PK-3 Integrated Instructional Framework

(
Social Studies Grade Level Essential Understandings and Guiding Questions Handout

