
Department of Defense 

INSTRUCTION 
NUMBER 1342.12 

April 1 1,2005 

SUBJECT: Provision of Early Intervention and Special Education Services to Eligible 
DoD Dependents 

References: (a) DoD Instruction 1342.12, same subject as above, December 16, 
2003(hereby canceled) 

(b) Sections 921-932 and Chapter 33 of title 20, United States Code 
(c) Section 2 164 of title 10, United States Code 
(d) DoD Directive 1342.6, "Department of Defense Dependents Schools 

(DoDDS)," October 13, 1992 
(e) through (r), see enclosure 1 

1. REISSUANCE AND PURPOSE 

This Instruction: 

1.1. Administratively reissues reference (a), implements policy, assigns 
responsibilities, and prescribes procedures under 20 U.S.C. Chapter 33 (the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act) (reference (b)) and 20 U.S.C. 921-932, 10 U.S.C. 2164, 
DoD Directive 1342.6, DoD Directive 1342.2 1, DoD Instruction 1342.26, DoD Directive 
1342.13, and DoD Directive 5 105.4 (references (c) through for the following: 

1.1.1. Provision of early intervention services (EIS) to infants and toddlers 
with disabilities (birth through 2 years, inclusive) and their families, and special 
education and related services (hereafter referred to as "special services") to children with 
disabilities (ages 3 through 21 years, inclusive) entitled to receive special services from 
the Department of Defense in accordance with references (c) through fhJ 

1.1.2. Implementation of a comprehensive, multidisciplinary program of EIS 
for infants and toddlers (birth through 2 years, inclusive) with disabilities, and their 
families. 
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1.1 -3. Provision of a free, appropriate public education (FAPE) including 
special education and related services for children with disabilities enrolled in the DoD 
school systems, as specified in their Individualized Educational Programs (IEP). 

1.1.4. Monitoring of DoD programs providing EIS, special education, and 
related services for compliance with this Instruction. 

1.1.5. Establishment of a DoD Advisory Panel (DoD-AP) on Early 
Intervention, Special Education, and Related Services and a DoD Coordinating 
Committee (DoD-CC) on Early Intervention, Special Education, and Related Services in 
accordance with reference (h). 

1.2. Authorizes implementing instructions, a DoD Manual entitled "Standard 
Operating Procedures for the Provision of Early Intervention, Special Education and 
Related Services," consistent with DoD 5025.1-M (reference (i)) and DoD forms 
consistent with DoD 8910. 1-My DoD Instruction 7750.7, and Hospital Accreditation 
Standards (references (i) through 

2. APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE 

This Instruction: 

2.1. Applies to the Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Military Departments, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Combatant Commands, the Office of the 
Inspector General of the Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, the DoD Field 
Activities, and all other organizational entities in the Department of Defense (hereafter 
referred to collectively as "the DoD Components"). 

2.2. Applies to infants, toddlers, and children receiving or entitled to receive special 
services fiom the Department of Defense, and their parents. 

2.3. Applies to DoD Domestic Dependents Elementary and Secondary Schools 
(DDESS) operated by the Department of Defense within the continental United States, 
Alaska, Hawaii, and territories, commonwealths and possessions of the United States 
(hereafter referred to as "domestic"). 

2.4. Applies to DoD Dependents Schools (DoDDS) operated by the Department of 
Defense outside the continental United States and its territories, commonwealths and 
possessions (hereafter referred to as "overseas"). 

2.5. Does not create any rights or remedies and may not be relied upon by any 
person, organization, or other entity to allege a denial of such rights or remedies. 
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3. DEFINITIONS 

Terms used in this Instruction are defined in enclosure 2. 

4. POLICY 

It is DoD policy that: 

4.1. Eligible infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families shall be 
provided EIS consistent with enclosure 3. 

4.2. Eligible children with disabilities, ages 3 through 21 years, inclusive, shall be 
provided a FAPE in the least restrictive environment, consistent with enclosure 4. 

4.3. The Military Medical Departments and DoDDS shall cooperate in the delivery 
of related services to eligible children with disabilities, ages 3 through 2 1 years, 
inclusive, who require such services to benefit from special education. Related services 
assigned to the Military Medical Departments are defined in enclosure 2 and are provided 
in accordance with enclosure 5. DDESS is responsible for the delivery of all related 
services to eligible children with disabilities, ages 3 through 21 years, inclusive, served 
by DDESS. 

4.4. The Military Medical Departments shall provide EIS in both domestic and 
overseas areas, and related services assigned to them in overseas areas, at the same 
priority as medical care is provided to active duty military members. 

5. RESPONSIBILITIES 

5.1. The Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) (USD(P&R)) shall: 

5.1.1. Establish a DoD-AP consistent with enclosure 6. 

5.1.2. Establish and chair, or designate a "Chair," of the DoD-CC consistent 
with enclosure 7. 

5.1.3. Ensure that inter-Component agreements or other mechanisms for inter- 
Component coordination are in effect between the DoD Components providing services 
to infants, toddlers and children. 

5.1.4. Ensure the implementation of procedural safeguards consistent with 
enclosure 8. 
























































































































































