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The following page change to DoDEA Regulation 2991.0, “Department of Defense
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Page Change to Regulation:
Remove: Page 5 - Paragraph 6 has been revised.
Insert: Attached replacement page.

The above changes are effective immediately.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

EDUCATION ACTIVITY
4040 NORTH FAIRFAX DRIVE
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203-1635

MAY 30 2000

EDUCATION DIVISION DoDEA Regulation 2991.0

Incorporating Change 1, December 1, 2005

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDUCATION ACTIVITY
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS

References: (a) DoDEA Manual 2990.2, “Department of Defense Education Activity

Department of Defense Dependents Schools Sure Start Program:
A Manual for Staff and Administrators,” October 14, 1999

(b) DS Manual 2500.13, “Special Education Procedural Manual,”
August 23, 1994, with changes

(c) DoDEA Regulation 2000.10, “Department of Defense Dependents
Schools Progress Reports,” August 1, 1995

(d) DoDEA Regulation 2005.1, “Department of Defense Dependents
Schools Administrators’ Guide,” January 5, 1996, with changes

A. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Regulation is to establish early childhood education as a priority for
the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA). There is a strong and growing body of
evidence that successful early childhood programs based on developmentally appropriate
practices result in success in later years of schooling,

B. POLICY

It is the DoDEA policy that all decisions concerning early childhood programs (enclosure
1) in DoDEA will be guided by the early childhood philosophy and guidelines (enclosure 2) and
the early childhood program standards (enclosure 3). All early childhood programs will
implement developmentally appropriate practices, the early childhood program standards, and the
DoDEA curriculum standards.

C. EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION NEEDS ASSESSMENT

An early childhood education needs assessment will be utilized to determine needs in
implementing high quality early childhood education programs. An Early Childhood Education
Innovation Configuration map (enclosure 4) was developed to provide a road map for schools
and teachers to implement the Early Childhood Program Standards. It is recognized that each
individual, district, and school is unique in professional development needs. Completion of the
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Early Childhood Education Innovation Configuration map may be used, along with any other
district specified data collections, to assist districts in designing appropriate early childhood
implementation and professional development plans. Professional development and
implementation plans should be designed to meet standards, policies, needs, and priorities
identified by the system, districts, and schools.

D. ASSESSMENT

Assessment in early childhood classrooms should be classroom focused and
instructionally relevant. The underlying purpose of the classroom assessment system is to
enhance both the teacher’s instructional practices and the student’s learning.

Assessment should offer a comprehensive means of monitoring and reporting children’s social,
physical, emotional, and academic progress through performance assessments that encourage
students to show what they know and what they can do in a variety of contexts. An assessment
system consists of three interrelated elements: developmental guidelines and checklists; samples
of children’s work; and narrative summary reports. Reports to parents will reflect student
progress over time as well as student achievement of the standards.

E. ACCOUNTABILITY

Students in grades Prekindergarten through third grade will demonstrate proficiency in
the following areas: personal and social development, language and literacy, mathematical
thinking, scientific thinking, social studies, the arts and physical development, as measured
through the use of multiple, developmentally appropriate performance based assessments.
Reading proficiency will be reported by levels, for example, through the use of the
Developmental Reading Assessment or the Reading Recovery leveled books. Area offices are
responsible for reporting student achievement by school, district and area to Headquarters
annually as required. A standardized achievement battery, such as Terra Nova, may be used, in
addition to the above, to measure student progress at the end of third grade.

F. APPLICABILITY

This Regulation applies to all DoDEA schools with children enrolled in preschool
through third grade, including all children enrolled in regular and special education classrooms.

G. DEFINITIONS

1. Early Childhood Years The National Association for the Education of Young Children,
The National Association of Elementary School Principals, the National School Boards
Association and many other recognized organizations define the early childhood years as birth

through age 8. In DoDEA early childhood education includes all programs that serve children
from age 3 through third grade.
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2. Developmentally Appropriate Practice The DoDEA Early Childhood Philosophy
encompasses preschool through grade three. The concept of developmental programs, as defined
by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and the National
Association of Elementary School Principals INAESP), and supported by educational research,
consists of three dimensions: age appropriateness, individual appropriateness, and social/cultural
context.

H. EFFECTIVE DATE

This Regulation is effective immediately. The Deputy Directors, DoDEA for Europe,
Pacific, and DDESS will issue implementing instructions.

Ra; Tolleson

Interim Director

Enclosures:

1. Early Childhood Programs

2. Early Childhood Education
Philosophy and Guiding Principles

3. Early Childhood Standards

4. Early Childhood Education Innovation
Configuration Map

Distribution: X
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EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS
1. Sure Start

Sure Start is an early intervention program (6 hours daily) for families with incomes
corresponding to the E-11to E-5 or GS-01 to GS-05 range, living and working at military instal-
lations overseas. The Creative Curriculum is the adopted curriculum. Based on the successful
Head Start program in the United States, Sure Start offers a comprehensive approach to early
childhood education that involves both children and families. The Sure Start program is dedi-
cated to providing comprehensive services in the areas of education, health, social services, and
family involvement. All Sure Start programs will complete the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Accreditation process.

2. Preschool Services for Children with Disabilities (PSCD)

Preschool special education services are provided for children age 3-5 years who demon-
strate a significant difference in actual functioning when compared with the functioning of a
nondisabled child of the same chronological age. This significant difference occurs in one or
more of the developmental areas as measured using standardized evaluation instruments and
confirmed by clinical observation and judgment. PSCD programs in self-contained classrooms
will use the Creative Curriculum. All PSCD programs in self-contained classrooms will com-
plete the NAEYC Accreditation process.

3. Preschool

A free, partial- or full-day program for all eligible 4-year-old children within the school
commuting area is available at some DoDEA locations. Preschool programs are developmen-
tally appropriate; follow an adopted curriculum; and provide safe, caring, learning environments
for young children. All preschool programs will use the Creative Curriculum, the Montessori

Curriculum or the High Scope Curriculum. All preschool programs will complete the NAEYC
Accreditation process.

4. Full-Day Kindergarten

A full-day kindergarten program should be approximately 6 hours in length. Research
supports the effectiveness of kindergarten programs that are full-day and are
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developmentally appropriate, indicating that they have academic and behavioral benefits for
young children. The DoDEA full-day kindergarten program is a developmentally appropriate,
center-based program for children who meet kindergarten minimum age requirements (reference
(d)). Parents are considered important partners in their child’s education and home visits are
conducted for all students. Current adopted DoDEA content standards and curriculum materials
are implemented for full-day kindergarten. DoDEA was provided money out of PBD0O83C to
implement full-day kindergarten in DoDDS. Schools in DDESS have offered full-day programs
for some time.

5. Partial-Day Kindergarten

DoDDS kindergarten programs that are approximately 2-1/2 hours in length are
considered partial day programs. The DoDEA partial-day kindergarten program is a
developmentally appropriate, center-based program for children who meet kindergarten
minimum age requirements (reference (d)). Current adopted DoDEA content standards and
curriculum materials are implemented for partial-day kindergarten.

6. Reduced Class Size

Reduced class size in DoDEA is defined as an average ratio of 1:18 across grades 1-3.
The expected benefits of reduced class size are: increased student achievement in reading and
mathematics; narrowing of the achievement gap; teachers having enough time to individualize
instruction and use ongoing assessment; increased prosocial behaviors; and improvements in
parental satisfaction. Based on results from the National Assessment of Education Progress
(NAEP), the President has challenged the Nation to ensure that every child will be a good,
independent reader by the end of third grade. Funding is secured to implement reduced class
size in grades 1-3 in DoDEA schools. This initiative will be phased in during Fiscal Years 2000-
2005.



Enclosure 2

Early Childhood Education
Philosophy

The DoDEA Early Childhood philosophy encompasses preschool through grade three, including children
with disabilities. The concept of developmental programs, as defined by the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and the National Association of Elementary School Principals
(NAESP), and supported by educational research, consists of three dimensions: age appropriateness; individual
appropriateness, and social and cultural context.

Age appropriateness refers to what is known through human development research about the universal,
predictable sequence of growth and development during childhood in the areas of physical, emotional, social,
and cognitive domains.

Individual appropriateness views each child as a unique person with an individual pattern and timing of
growth, personality, preferred learning style, intelligences, and varying patterns of family background.

Knowledge of the social and cultural context in which children live to ensure that learning experiences
are meaningful, relevant, and respectful for the participating children and their families. We believe that early
childhood programs involve a community of learners with a commitment to the dignity and education of young
children.

Guiding Principles

At the foundation of early childhood education is a set of guiding principles that underscore DoDEA's
commitment to all young children, including children with disabilities. We envision developmentally
appropriate programs where learning is a process that reflects an understanding, appreciation, and celebration
of each child. (NAEYC 98)

e Young children learn and construct knowledge as a result of meaningful experiences.

e Optimal development in young children takes place in an environment where collaboration with

others, discussing, analyzing, and developing personal meaning through application of what is being

learned is encouraged and facilitated.

Young children reach different levels of learning and development at different times.

Learning in the early childhood years develops on a continuum.

Learning is both individual and social and takes place within a social/cultural context.

Play is an integral part of quality programs serving young children.

Skills and concepts are developed and enhanced through child-initiated and teacher-initiated activities.

Programs for young children must provide opportunities for individual activities and flexible

groupings.

e Young children should be involved with the teacher in planning, implementing, and evaluating their
learning experiences.

¢ The dignity of young children and their personal circumstances and diversity must be respected and
affirmed.

¢ Families of young children are essential partners in the educational process.
Children are best served in a safe, nurturing, and inclusive environment.
Developmentally appropriate assessment of young children’s learning is essential for planning and
implementing appropriate curriculum and celebrating children’s learning.

s Program practices for young children must reflect sound research and findings about young children
and learning.
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