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Engl�sh/Language Arts

Descr�pt�on of the Adaptat�ons to the New Standards® Performance 
Standards and New Standards® Pr�mary L�terary Standards by DoDEA

NCEE and the Un�vers�ty of P�ttsburgh collaborated �n develop�ng the New Standards® Performance 
Standards, wh�ch are curr�culum standards for Engl�sh and Language Arts (ELA), mathemat�cs, sc�ence, 
and appl�ed learn�ng for grades 4, 8 and 10, and the New Standards® Pr�mary L�terary Standards, wh�ch 
are standards for read�ng and wr�t�ng for grades K through 3.  DoDEA has developed content standards 
for grades Pre-K, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11 and 12 based on New Standards® Performance Standards and the New 
Standards® Pr�mary L�terary Standards.  DoDEA w�ll use �ts NCEE-based content standards as a bas�s 
for conduct�ng subsequent curr�culum and standards work, to �nclude a collect�on of student work for use 
as exemplars of performance benchmarks, and the descr�pt�on of how such student work meets DoDEA 
content standards.  It will also continue to refine existing NCEE-based standards solely for its own 
�nternal appl�cat�ons.

SPECIAL LICENSE RIGHTS

The Government’s r�ghts to use, mod�fy, reproduce, release, perform, d�splay, or d�sclose th�s work �s 
restr�cted by Contract No. MDA410-03-0050, L�cense No. NS-1.  Any reproduct�on of th�s work or port�ons 
thereof marked w�th th�s legend must also reproduce the mark�ngs.

No part of th�s work may be reproduced or transm�tted �n any form or by any means, electron�c or 
mechan�cal, �nclud�ng photocopy, record�ng, or any �nformat�on storage or retr�eval system, w�thout 
perm�ss�on of the Nat�onal Center on Educat�on and the Economy and the U.S. Department of Defense 
Education Activity.  These materials are a derivative work of, but are not certified as equivalent to, the 
New Standards® Performance Standards, © 1997 the Nat�onal Center on Educat�on and the Economy 
and the Un�vers�ty of P�ttsburgh, and the New Standards® Pr�mary L�terary Standards, © 1999 the 
Nat�onal Center on Educat�on and the Economy and the Un�vers�ty of P�ttsburgh. 
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Engl�sh Language Arts: Pre- K�ndergarten

Strand:
E1 Reading Read�ng fundamentally, �s the process of understand�ng wr�tten language. 

Preschool ch�ldren learn to read by hav�ng books read to them, read�ng alone, 
and by play�ng w�th the sounds of language. They come to understand that pr�nt 
conveys mean�ng when adults read to them and use pr�nt to convey messages. 

Standard:  E1a: Print-Sound Code 
Ch�ldren learn about pr�nt concepts by l�v�ng �n an env�ronment r�ch �n 
signs, symbols, words, numbers, and art that reflect the children’s different 
cultures. They acqu�re knowledge of the alphabet when prov�ded w�th 
exper�ences that present letters �n ways that are mean�ngful to the�r l�ves. 
Ch�ldren learn to d�scr�m�nate sounds by play�ng w�th language through 
planned opportun�t�es and by the�r own d�scovery.

Components: E1a.1: Ch�ldren know that letters of the alphabet are a spec�al category of v�sual 
graph�cs that can be �nd�v�dually named.

E1a.2: Ch�ldren hear and d�scr�m�nate the sounds of language.
E1a.3: Ch�ldren explore the concepts of pr�nt and develop the knowledge that 

pr�nt conveys a message.

Standard:  E1b: Getting the Meaning 
Learn�ng to use comprehens�on sk�lls beg�ns w�th understand�ng that 
symbols and pr�nt convey mean�ng and by us�ng oral language to 
descr�be past exper�ences. Prov�d�ng ch�ldren w�th opportun�t�es to 
act�vely engage �n l�teracy act�v�t�es that bu�ld on pr�or knowledge and 
exper�ences promotes the�r read�ng comprehens�on.

Components: E1b.1: Ch�ldren use emerg�ng l�sten�ng and speak�ng sk�lls to construct mean�ng 
from conversat�ons w�th others.

E1b.2: Ch�ldren use emerg�ng read�ng sk�lls to explore the use of pr�nt and to 
construct mean�ng from pr�nt.

Standard: E1c: Reading Habits 
Preschool ch�ldren’s read�ng hab�ts develop as they l�sten to stor�es, poems, 
chants and songs and engage �n conversat�ons w�th others. By observ�ng 
others us�ng pr�nt for creat�ve and mean�ngful act�v�t�es, be�ng read to da�ly, 
and hav�ng opportun�t�es to explore books, ch�ldren real�ze that words and 
books can amuse, del�ght, comfort, �llum�nate, �nform, and exc�te. 

Components: E1c.1: Ch�ldren demonstrate an �nterest �n a var�ety of l�terature and other 
pr�nted mater�als.

E1c.2: Ch�ldren demonstrate book-handl�ng awareness. 
E1c.3: Ch�ldren relate �nformat�on to the�r own exper�ences by respond�ng to 

quest�ons, d�scuss�ng p�ctures, nam�ng and �dent�fy�ng objects, and 
react�ng to stor�es.

Strand:
E2 Writing Preschool ch�ldren should have opportun�t�es to exper�ment w�th wr�t�ng mater�als 

everyday. As their fine motor skills develop their beginning “texts” move from 
scribbles, to drawings, to scribble-like letters, and finally to familiar words and 
phrases. They ga�n exposure to the mechan�cs of wr�t�ng by hav�ng the�r own 
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stor�es recorded by others. They come to apprec�ate the power and beauty of 
wr�tten language when they understand that pr�nt carr�es mean�ng. 

Standard: E2a: Habits and Processes 
Learn�ng to speak and wr�te beg�ns w�th opportun�t�es to engage �n 
conversat�ons w�th fam�l�es, other young ch�ldren, and adults. Preschool 
ch�ldren must have mult�ple opportun�t�es to exper�ment w�th us�ng 
symbols, letters, and a var�ety of wr�t�ng mater�als. 

Components: E2a.1: The student creates messages by draw�ng, d�ctat�ng, and us�ng 
emergent wr�t�ng.

E2a.2: The student develops competence �n the use of wr�t�ng mater�als.

Standard: E2b: Writing Purposes and Resulting Genres 
Learn�ng to wr�te for and speak w�th others beg�ns w�th mean�ngful verbal 
and wr�tten correspondence w�th fam�l�es, fr�ends, and teachers. Young 
ch�ldren use words and v�sual representat�ons to help adults understand 
the�r needs, recount events, enter �nto and part�c�pate �n play w�th others, 
create �mag�nat�ve stor�es, ask quest�ons, express and understand 
feel�ngs, and solve problems. Preschool ch�ldren need to hear language 
be�ng used for d�fferent purposes; and they need an env�ronment that 
supports the use of authent�c oral and wr�tten language.

Components: E2b.1: The student demonstrates an understand�ng of the need to express the�r 
�deas �n wr�t�ng.

E2b2: The student wr�tes and speaks for a var�ety of aud�ences and purposes.

Standard: E2c Language Use and Conventions 
Ch�ldren naturally acqu�re numerous grammat�cal rules as they l�sten 
to and use language �n da�ly conversat�ons. They become aware of 
the rhythm, cadence, and structure of our language as they engage �n 
mean�ngful d�scuss�on w�th respons�ve adults. An understand�ng of how 
language �s used �n var�ous soc�al sett�ngs �s an �mportant foundat�on for 
learn�ng the convent�ons of vocabulary and grammar.

Components: E2c1: The student beg�ns to exper�ment w�th bas�c wr�t�ng convent�ons such as 
grasp, body and paper pos�t�on�ng, and wr�t�ng progress�on.

E2c2: The student l�stens to and exper�ments w�th the rhythm, cadence, and 
structure of language through l�sten�ng to and exper�ment�ng w�th oral 
language, as well as, an exposure to wr�tten language.

Strand:
E3 Speaking and  Speak�ng and l�sten�ng are foundat�onal sk�lls for read�ng. By read�ng,
Listening  wr�t�ng and talk�ng, ch�ldren encounter sounds, words and language uses that, 

together, make a natural br�dge to sound�ng out words, understand�ng stor�es 
and writing to communicate. By “thinking out loud”, asking questions, listening to 
others, d�scuss�ng top�cs, and collaborat�ng and solv�ng problems, w�th others, 
ch�ldren learn about the th�ngs that make up the�r world. Speak�ng and l�sten�ng 
are academ�c, soc�al and l�fe sk�lls that are valued �n school and the world. 
Ch�ldren who can talk about what they know, hold a pol�te conversat�on, take 
turns �n a d�scuss�on and perform �n front of a group hold a d�st�nct advantage �n 
school and soc�al s�tuat�ons.

Standard:  E3a: Habits 
Ch�ldren must develop certa�n hab�ts that become a natural part of the�r 
soc�al and academ�c exper�ence. They need da�ly �nteract�ons w�th peers 
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and adults to engage �n qual�ty talk and attent�ve l�sten�ng and to g�ve 
and rece�ve useful feedback. Learn�ng to �n�t�ate and susta�n length�er 
conversat�ons �s �mportant at th�s age. Qual�ty preschool programs are 
r�ch �n l�teracy so that ch�ldren see the connect�on between spoken 
language and pr�nted words. 

Components: E3a.1: Talking a Lot  
Act�v�t�es �nvolv�ng h�gh-qual�ty, purposeful talk and attent�ve feed back 
are cr�t�cal for the development of language sk�lls. Such talk can occur 
s�multaneously w�th learn�ng act�v�t�es, playt�me and mealt�me. Ch�ldren 
should exper�ment and play with language daily. Specifically we expect 
preschool ch�ldren to: 
• talk da�ly for var�ous purposes;
• engage �n play us�ng talk to enact or extend a story l�ne;
• playfully man�pulate language;
• express �deas, feel�ngs and needs;
• l�sten and respond to d�rect quest�ons;
• ask quest�ons;
• talk and l�sten �n small groups; and
• share and talk da�ly about the�r own exper�ences, products or wr�t�ng.

Components: E3a.2: Talking to One’s Self 
Preschoolers beg�n to use language to mon�tor the�r soc�al behav�or, 
verbal�ze goals, talk themselves through a task, remember steps �n 
a newly learned sk�ll or emphas�ze the�r �ntent�ons. Th�s behav�or �s a 
precursor to the valuable self-mon�tor�ng sk�lls used later �n read�ng. 
Specifically, we expect preschool children to: 
• beg�n to make spontaneous and aud�ble correct�ons to the�r own 

behav�or, act�ons or language; and
• talk to themselves out loud to make plans, gu�de behav�or and act�ons, 

or mon�tor th�nk�ng.

Components: E3a.3: Conversing at Length on a Topic 
Da�ly conversat�ons w�th others are cr�t�cal �f ch�ldren are go�ng to 
develop the�r language sk�lls. Preschoolers beg�n to advance from s�mple 
yes or no answers to length�er exchanges on a s�ngle, fam�l�ar top�c or 
experience. Specifically, we expect preschool children to:
• �n�t�ate and susta�n a conversat�on w�th comments or quest�ons through 

at least four exchanges;
• recogn�ze the top�c of the conversat�on and make top�c-relevant 

responses;
• recogn�ze �nv�tat�ons to converse versus quest�ons �ntended to el�c�t a 

br�ef response; and
• listen to others and avoid “talking-over”.

Components: E3a.4: Discussing Books 
Understand�ng the convent�ons of book read�ng �s cr�t�cal to the 
development of early read�ng sk�lls. D�scuss�ng books should become 
an automat�c compan�on to read-aloud sess�ons w�th preschoolers. 
Very young ch�ldren relate texts pr�mar�ly to the�r own exper�ences, but 
they also should be prov�ded ample opportun�t�es to d�scuss p�ctures, 
name and identify objects, and react to stories. Specifically, we expect 
preschool ch�ldren to: 
• gather around a book and pay attent�on to the reader and the book;
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• know the front-to-back progress�on of a book and the left-to-r�ght 
progress�on of pr�nt;

• know that words and p�ctures convey mean�ng;
• pose and answer specific questions about the text;
• rec�te fam�l�ar refra�ns from book(s) that have been heard several 

t�mes;
• �f asked, use the text to pred�ct what m�ght happen next;
• d�scuss character mot�vat�on; and
• �dent�fy a favor�te book and tell why they l�ke �t.

Standard:  E3b: Kinds of Talk and Resulting Genres 
Ch�ldren need ample opportun�t�es to speak and l�sten �n the d�fferent 
genres. Standard 2 identifies four genres as narrative, explaining and 
seek�ng �nformat�on, gett�ng th�ngs done, and produc�ng and respond�ng 
to performances. 

Components: E3b.1: Narrative 
The spoken narrative is a precursor to the forms of fiction and nonfiction 
narrat�ve accounts that ch�ldren eventually w�ll read. In add�t�on, relat�ng 
past exper�ences �s a prerequ�s�te for trans�t�on�ng from speech to pr�nt. 
Preschool ch�ldren can product longer narrat�ves �f adults extend the 
production with questions that increase structure. Specifically, by the end 
of preschool we expect ch�ldren to:
• g�ve a s�mple narrat�ve recount�ng two or more events that are not 

necessar�ly �n chronolog�cal order;
• recount knowledge ga�ned through observat�on, exper�ence or text,
• or�ent the l�stener by g�v�ng some sett�ng �nformat�on about people, 

objects, and where and when events occurred;
• describe information and evaluate or reflect on it;
• �nclude quotat�ons; and 
• mark the end of the story d�rectly or w�th a coda.

Components: E3b2 Explaining and Seeking Information 
Ch�ldren who exper�ence da�ly read-alouds and conversat�on w�th peers 
and adults are l�kely to turn to books to seek �nformat�on. In later year, 
ch�ldren are expected �nformat�on �n essays and reports, the preschool 
vers�on of wh�ch �s explanatory talk. Though preschoolers st�ll may use 
personal narrat�ves to prov�de �nformat�on explanatory talk should beg�n 
to appear. Specifically, we expect preschool children to: 
• seek or prov�de �nformat�on by observ�ng; look�ng at books; or ask�ng 

teachers, parents and peers;
• request or prov�de explanat�ons of the�r own or others’ act�ons, speech 

or feel�ngs;
• expla�n the�r own or others �ntent�ons and th�nk�ng when asked;
• g�ve s�mple, one-sentence explanat�ons w�th support�ng deta�ls or 

ev�dence;
• request or prov�de explanat�ons of word mean�ngs;
• use all the�r sense to descr�be phys�cal character�st�cs of objects, self 

and others;
• descr�be objects, self and others �n terms of locat�on and pos�t�on; and
• gestures and sounds when they don’t have descr�pt�ve words.

Components:  E3b.3: Getting Things Done 
Ch�ldren are able to g�ve and follow d�rect�ons on s�mple tasks that are 
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v�s�ble, fam�l�ar or close at hand. Wh�le the�r ab�l�ty to plan step by step 
�s l�m�ted, they may art�culate future goals or act�ons. They can complete 
projects that span several days w�th ass�stance. The�r shar�ng and 
negotiating skills are just beginning to mature. Specifically, we expect 
preschool ch�ldren to:
• l�sten to, comprehend and carry out d�rect�ons w�th three to four s�mple 

steps:
• g�ve d�rect�ons that �nclude several sequenced steps;
• ask for clarification to carry out more complicated directions; 
• use act�ons or p�ctures to augment language; and engage �n br�ef 

conversat�on to negot�ate shar�ng, plann�ng and problem solv�ng.

Components:  E3b.4: Producing and Responding to Performances 
When preschoolers respond to a performance, they are taking the first 
tentative steps toward what eventually will become reflection and critique 
of works, or art, mus�c or l�terature. Offer�ng pol�te attent�on or g�v�ng 
a simple reaction is sufficient at this age. They are ready to produce 
br�ef performances, espec�ally �n small groups accompan�ed by mus�c, 
rhyme or body movement. Th�s �s an excellent entrée �nto sk�lls needed 
�n read�ng aloud, g�v�ng reports and publ�c speak�ng �n later years. 
Specifically, we expect preschool children to:
• attend to a performance for 10 or more m�nutes;
• descr�be the exper�ence and/or the�r react�on to the performance;
• ask quest�ons about th�ngs that they don’t understand;
• jo�n �n appropr�ately;
• draw from a rehearsed reperto�re to g�ve a br�ef performance;
• as a performer, look at the aud�ence as appropr�ate;
• speak, s�ng or act �n a loud-enough vo�ce; and
• speak, s�ng or act out a few sentences.

Standard: E3c: Language Use and Conventions 
Language for use �n soc�al �nteract�on, word play, phonolog�cal 
awareness and a grow�ng vocabulary all support the development of 
fluency and accuracy in speaking, listening, reading and writing.

Components: E3c.1: Rules of Interaction 
Preschoolers need to feel confidence speaking. A general respect for 
language d�fferences and soc�al rules of school �nteract�on �s cr�t�cal for 
ch�ldren’s w�ll�ngness to talk—and talk �s cr�t�cal to academ�c success. 
Specifically we expect preschool children to:
• know and be able to descr�be rules for school �nteract�ons; and
• learn rules for pol�te �nteract�ons.

Components: E3c.2: Word Play, Phonological Awareness and Language Awareness 
Ch�ldren’s enjoyment of language and capac�ty to play w�th language 
enr�ches the�r l�ves and offer opportun�t�es to learn th�ngs about language 
that w�ll be helpful to them later on w�th formal read�ng and wr�t�ng. Wh�le 
ch�ldren play and exper�ment w�th words, they develop foundat�on sk�lls for 
reading and writing. Specifically, we expect preschool children to: 
• l�sten for and play w�th the rhythm of language;
• recogn�ze and enjoy rhymes;
• play w�th language through songs, all�terat�on and word subst�tut�on;
• play w�th words and the�r mean�ngs;
• exper�ment w�th unconvent�onal uses of words;
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• recogn�ze and enjoy metaphor�cal language;
• in a string of sounds or words, listen for and identify the first, middle or 

last sound or word �n the str�ng;
• �n a str�ng of sounds or words, l�sten for and �dent�fy the m�ss�ng sound 

or word;
• try oral blend�ng of fam�l�ar word parts;
• bu�ld letter recogn�t�on;
• recogn�ze v�olat�ons of word order;
• engage �n sentence play; and
• trans�t�on from speech to pr�nt.

Components: E3c.3: Vocabulary and Word Choice 
There �s a d�rect correlat�on between vocabulary development and 
academ�c success, so students’ acqu�s�t�on of new words should 
be emphas�zed from the start. Learn�ng new words and the �deas 
and concepts assoc�ated w�th those words should occur da�ly. The 
most effect�ve way for �ncreas�ng vocabulary �s by read�ng to them. 
Specifically, we expect preschool children to: 
• add words to fam�l�ar knowledge doma�ns;
• sort relat�onsh�ps among words �n knowledge doma�ns;
• add new doma�ns from subjects and top�cs they are study�ng;
• learn new words da�ly �n conversat�on;
• learn new words da�ly from what �s be�ng explored or read aloud;
• show a general �nterest �n words and word mean�ngs, ask�ng adults 

what a word means or offering definitions;
• recogn�ze that th�ngs may have more than one name;
• categor�ze objects or p�ctures and tell why they go together;
• �ncrease vocabulary of verbs, adject�ves and adverbs to exerc�se 

opt�ons �n word cho�ce;
• use some abstract words and understand that these words d�ffer from 

concrete th�ngs, places or people; and
• use verbs referr�ng to cogn�t�on, commun�cat�on and emot�ons.
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Mathemat�cs: Pre-K�ndergarten

Standards are adapted with the permission of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM). The Compo-
nents/Expectations were written by DoDEA. No endorsement by NCTM is implied.

The process standards of problem solving, reasoning and proof, connections communication, and 
representation are �nterwoven and �ndependent w�th the content standards and are necessary for the 
comprehens�ve understand�ng of mathemat�cs.

Strand: M1 Numbers and Operations

Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 �nstruct�onal programs should enable all students to:
understand numbers, ways of represent�ng numbers, relat�onsh�ps among numbers and 
number systems;
understand mean�ngs of operat�ons and how they relate to one another;
understand how to compute fluently and make reasonable estimates.

In Pre-K�ndergarten, all students should:

Standards: M1a: recogn�ze and d�fferent�ate wr�tten numbers from other symbols;
M1b: count �n a sequence forward from one;
M1c: �dent�fy and name numerals from 0 to 9;
M1d: construct sets w�th more, fewer, or the same number of objects than a 

g�ven set;
M1e: compare the number of th�ngs �n two sets us�ng comparat�ve language, 

�.e., more, fewer, same number.

Essent�al To Know: Students use numbers to represent quant�ty.

Strand: M2 Algebra

Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 �nstruct�onal programs should enable all students to:
understand patterns, relat�ons, and funct�ons;
represent and analyze mathemat�cal s�tuat�ons and structures us�ng algebra�c symbols;
use mathemat�cal models to represent and understand quant�tat�ve relat�onsh�ps;
analyze change �n var�ous contexts.

In Pre-K�ndergarten, all students should:

Standards: M2a: sort, class�fy, and order objects by one attr�bute;
M2b: �dent�fy, copy, extend, and create s�mple patterns or patterns of sounds, 

shapes, and mot�ons;
M2c: recogn�ze s�mple patterns �n sets of objects;
M2d: sort and compare groups of objects hav�ng equal or d�fferent numbers of 

objects, �.e. more than, less than, or equal;
M2e: recogn�ze and �dent�fy a change �n common objects, sounds, or 

movements.

Essent�al To Know: Students sort objects by an attr�bute.

Strand: M3 Geometry

Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 �nstruct�onal programs should enable all students to:
analyze character�st�cs and propert�es of two- and three-d�mens�onal geometr�c shapes and 
develop mathemat�cal arguments about geometr�c relat�onsh�ps;
spec�fy locat�ons and descr�be spat�al relat�onsh�ps us�ng coord�nate geometry and other 
representat�onal systems;
apply transformat�ons and use symmetry to analyze mathemat�cal s�tuat�ons;

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•
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use v�sual�zat�on, spat�al reason�ng, and geometr�c model�ng to solve problems.

In Pre-K�ndergarten, all students should:

Standards: M3a: �dent�fy, name, descr�be, and create common two-d�mens�onal shapes;
M3b: �dent�fy, name, and descr�be three-d�mens�onal shapes;
M3c: descr�be and demonstrate locat�on and phys�cal prox�m�ty, �.e., above, 

below, etc.

Essent�al To Know: Students name and descr�be two-d�mens�onal shapes.

Strand: M4 Measurement

Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 �nstruct�onal programs should enable all students to:
understand measurable attr�butes of objects and the un�ts, systems, and processes of 
measurement;
apply appropr�ate techn�ques, tools, and formulas to determ�ne measurements.

In Pre-K�ndergarten, all students should:

Standards: M4a: descr�be everyday events �n log�cal order;
M4b: recogn�ze the passage of t�me and �dent�fy dev�ces that measure t�me, 

�.e., clocks, t�mers, etc.;
M4c: descr�be people and objects us�ng measurement terms, �.e., taller than, 

b�ggest, longest, etc.;
M4d: �dent�fy d�fferences �n temperature by us�ng descr�ptors, �.e., warm, cold, 

hot, etc.;
M4e: recogn�ze and name measurable attr�butes of objects, �.e., long, short, 

and heavy, etc.;
M4f: explore nonstandard measurements to measure attr�butes of length, 

he�ght and we�ght, e.g., a paper cl�p as a un�t measure of length;
M4g: order a l�ke set of objects accord�ng to a measurable attr�bute, �.e. length, 

th�ckness of crayons, etc.

Essent�al To Know:  Students �dent�fy measurable attr�butes and use these to make compar�sons 
among objects, events, etc.

Strand Data Analysis and Probability

Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 �nstruct�onal programs should enable all students to:
formulate quest�ons that can be addressed w�th data and collect, organ�ze, and d�splay 
relevant data to answer them;
select and use appropr�ate stat�st�cal methods to analyze data;
develop and evaluate �nferences and pred�ct�ons that are based on data;
understand and apply bas�c concepts of probab�l�ty.

In Pre-K�ndergarten, all students should:

Standards: M5a: sort and organ�ze concrete data by s�m�lar�t�es and d�fferences
M5b: answer and ask quest�ons us�ng data d�splayed w�th objects, 

p�ctographs, and/or tables.

Essent�al To Know: Students recogn�ze data by sort�ng objects accord�ng to one attr�bute.

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
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Strand: M6 Problem Solving

Standard: M6a: Instruct�onal programs from Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 should 
enable all students to:

bu�ld new mathemat�cal knowledge through problem solv�ng;
solve problems that ar�se �n mathemat�cs and �n other contexts;
apply and adapt a var�ety of appropr�ate strateg�es to solve problems;
monitor and reflect on the process of mathematical problem solving.

Strand: M7 Reasoning and Proof

Standard: M7a: Instruct�onal programs from Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 should 
enable all students to:

recogn�ze reason�ng and proof as fundamental aspects of 
mathemat�cs;
make and �nvest�gate mathemat�cal conjectures;
develop and evaluate mathemat�cal arguments and proofs;
select and use var�ous types of reason�ng and methods of proof.

Strand: M8 Communication

Standard: M8a: Instruct�onal programs from Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 should 
enable all students to:

organ�ze and consol�date the�r mathemat�cal th�nk�ng through 
commun�cat�on;
commun�cate the�r mathemat�cal th�nk�ng coherently and clearly to 
peers, teachers, and others;
analyze and evaluate the mathemat�cal th�nk�ng and strateg�es of 
others;
use the language of mathemat�cs to express mathemat�cal �deas 
prec�sely.

Strand: M9 Connections

Standard: M9a: Instruct�onal programs from Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 should 
enable all students to:

recogn�ze and use connect�ons among mathemat�cal �deas;
understand how mathemat�cal �deas �nterconnect and bu�ld on one 
another to produce a coherent whole;
recogn�ze and apply mathemat�cs �n contexts outs�de of mathemat�cs.

Strand M10 Representation

Standard: M10a: Instruct�onal programs from Pre-K�ndergarten through Grade 12 should 
enable all students to:

create and use representat�ons to organ�ze, record, and commun�cate 
mathemat�cal �deas;
select, apply, and translate among mathemat�cal representat�ons to 
solve problems;
use representat�ons to model and �nterpret phys�cal, soc�al, and 
mathemat�cal phenomena.

•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•
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Sc�ence: Pre-K�ndergarten

Strand:
S1 Scientific The student begins to develop abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry and to 
Inquiry explore through scientific inquiry; that is, the student:

Standards: S1a: asks quest�ons about objects, organ�sms, and events �n the �mmed�ate 
env�ronment.

S1b: accesses �nformat�on by ask�ng quest�ons.
S1c: conducts s�mple explorat�ons through observat�on and act�ve play.
S1d: uses s�mple equ�pment and tools to extend the senses.
S1e: uses observat�ons to answer quest�ons.
S1f: commun�cates explorat�ons through speak�ng, draw�ng, and wr�t�ng.

Strand:
S2 History and The student beg�ns to develop an awareness of sc�ence as a human endeavor;
Nature of Science that �s, the student:

Standards: S2a: demonstrates cur�os�ty dur�ng act�ve play and explorat�ons.
S2b: recogn�zes that �n sc�ence �t �s poss�ble to work alone or as a team.
S2c: recogn�zes how sc�ence and technology are used �n the�r everyday l�ves.

Strand:
S3 Science in The student beg�ns to develop an awareness of safety and types of resources as 
Personal �t relates to the �mmed�ate env�ronment; that �s, the student:
and Social 
Perspectives 

Standards: S3a: demonstrates personal and group safety dur�ng act�ve explorat�on and 
observat�on.

S3b: identifies resources in their immediate environment.
S3c: pract�ces conservat�on of resources.

Strand:
S4 Science and The student beg�ns to develop an understand�ng about sc�ence and technology;
Technology that �s, the student:

Standards: S4a: recogn�zes that tools and technology can be used to observe, measure, 
and make th�ngs.

S4b: identifies ways tools and technology are used at home and school.
S4c: recogn�zes that people are always �nvent�ng new tools and ways of do�ng 

th�ngs.
Strand:
S5 Physical The student beg�ns to develop an understand�ng of matter, mot�on and energy;
Science that �s, the student:

Standards: S5a: identifies observable properties of objects and materials.

Component: S5a.1: Objects and mater�als may d�ffer �n s�ze, shape, color, texture, we�ght, 
and temperature.

Standard: S5b: explores how objects move.

Component: S5b.1: Objects can move when pushed or pulled.
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Standard: S5c: explores and identifies observable properties of light, heat, and magnets. 

Components: S5c.1: L�ght can be seen.
S5c.2: Heat can be observed through touch.
S5c.3: Magnets can be used to make some th�ngs move w�thout be�ng touched.

Strand:
S6 Life Science The student beg�ns to develop an understand�ng of the character�st�cs of 

organ�sms, the�r l�fe cycles, and the�r env�ronments; that �s, the student:

Standard: S6a: explores the d�fferences between l�v�ng and non-l�v�ng th�ngs.

Component: S6a.1: L�v�ng th�ngs can grow, move, and breathe. Most l�v�ng th�ngs requ�re 
food, water and a�r. Non-l�v�ng th�ngs do not requ�re food, water, and a�r 
and cannot grow, move, or breathe.

Standard: S6b: observes and descr�bes change �n personal growth and change �n other 
l�v�ng organ�sms.

Component: S6b.1: As l�v�ng organ�sms grow, they exper�ence many changes �n appearance 
such as body s�ze, body we�ght, and body shape. 

Standard: S6c: develops sens�t�v�ty to the needs of l�v�ng organ�sms �n the�r env�ronment.

Component: S6c.1: Care and handl�ng of organ�sms requ�res knowledge and use of 
accepted procedures.

Strand:
S7 Earth and Space The student beg�ns to develop an understand�ng of Earth mater�als, objects �n 
Sciences the sky, and changes �n Earth and sky; that �s, the student:

Standard: S7a: explores and identifies simple properties of soil and water. 

Components: S7a.1: Water �s a l�qu�d and a sol�d (�ce); so�l �s a sol�d.
S7a.2: Water left �n an open conta�ner d�sappears, but water �n a closed 

conta�ner does not d�sappear.
S7a.3:  So�l var�es �n color and texture.

Standard: S7b: observes changes �n weather over t�me.

Component: S7b.1: Changes may be cycl�cal (e.g., temperature) or less cons�stent (e.g., 
cloud cover, w�nd, prec�p�tat�on).

Standard: S7c: observes and identifies changes in the Earth and sky. 

Components: S7c.1: The moon looks a l�ttle d�fferent every day, but looks the same aga�n 
about every four weeks. 

S7c.2: Stars g�ve off l�ght. The sun �s a star and prov�des l�ght to Earth and other 
objects �n the sky. 

S7c.3: Add�t�onal changes on Earth �nclude day and n�ght, and seasons.
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Soc�al Stud�es: Pre-K�ndergarten Foundat�onal Standards

Standards Introduct�on: The standards for the students �n pre-k�ndergarten through second grade �nclude 
the bas�c concepts of the �nd�v�dual, fam�ly, and ne�ghborhood. Instruct�on 
centers on the s�m�lar and d�fferent ways that �nd�v�duals and groups address 
human needs and concerns. Students learn vocabulary assoc�ated w�th t�me 
such as past, present, future, and long ago. Students use maps and globes 
to �dent�fy and locate some places and geograph�c features. They learn the 
concepts of self-control, fa�rness, and leadersh�p. C�t�zensh�p educat�on 
emphas�zes follow�ng rules and respect�ng the r�ghts of people. Students bu�ld 
t�me l�nes, �dent�fy the purposes of government, and use econom�c concepts. 
They also explore ways that language, art, mus�c, and other cultural elements 
lead to global understand�ng.

SK – Skills The Soc�al Stud�es program promotes essent�al sk�lls to �ncrease the students 
ab�l�ty to acqu�re �nformat�on and man�pulate data, develop and present pol�c�es 
and debates, construct new knowledge, and part�c�pate �n groups. Each sk�ll �s 
dependent upon and enr�ched by all other sk�lls, so that the learner can:

Sk�lls: SK1a: follow d�rect�ons.
SK1b: acqu�re �nformat�on through l�sten�ng and observ�ng.
SK1c: arrange events and �deas �n sequence.
SK1d: construct s�mple p�cture maps and graphs.
SK1e: part�c�pate �n mak�ng rules and gu�del�nes.
SK1f: part�c�pate �n s�mulat�ons us�ng technology.

Strand/Theme:
SS1 Citizenship Preschool ch�ldren are just beg�nn�ng to learn the soc�al sk�lls requ�red for 

part�c�pat�on �n group act�v�t�es. In order for preschool ch�ldren to work �n 
cooperative group situations, they must develop characteristics that reflect 
comprom�se, shar�ng, and respect for others:

Standard: SS1a: The student demonstrates appropr�ate soc�al �nteract�ons that �nclude, 
shar�ng, comprom�se, and respect for others.

Strand/Theme:
SS2 Culture Young ch�ldren enter�ng preschool recogn�ze roles and customs w�th�n the�r 

own fam�l�es and may assume all fam�l�es are s�m�lar. Ch�ldren’s cultural values, 
customs and trad�t�ons from home should be nurtured and preserved to enable 
ch�ldren to feel pos�t�ve about themselves wh�le they learn about others.

Standard: SS2a: The student recogn�zes var�ous types of fam�l�es, shelters, food, cloth�ng 
and customs.

Strand/Theme:
SS3 Time, Continuity, Preschool ch�ldren can beg�n to learn about t�me �n relat�on to themselves, 
and Change and learn to apprec�ate stor�es about other t�mes and places �f the top�cs are 

relevant to the�r own exper�ences.

Standard: SS3a: The student tells others about the da�ly rout�ne and part�c�pates �n 
plann�ng for future events.
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Strand/Theme:
SS4 Space and Preschool ch�ldren come to understand geograph�cal th�nk�ng by becom�ng 
Place aware of the�r locat�on �n space, the character�st�cs of where they l�ve, and the�r 

locat�on �n relat�on to other places.

Standard: SS4a: The student identifies familiar places in their classroom, school, and 
commun�ty.

Strand/Theme:
SS5 Individual Dur�ng the preschool years, ch�ldren learn to autonomously manage the�r 
Development behav�or and develop personal strateg�es for self-mot�vat�on and pers�stence.
and Identity 

Standard: SS5a: The student demonstrates self-d�rect�on and �ndependence.
Strand/Theme:
SS6 Individuals, Ch�ldren enter�ng preschool may possess l�m�ted exposure to group exper�ences 
Groups, and are often unaware of group expectat�ons. Dur�ng the preschool years, 
and Institutions ch�ldren demonstrate a grow�ng awareness of how to �nteract �n group and 

�nst�tut�onal sett�ngs through act�ve part�c�pat�on �n the�r classroom commun�ty.

Standards: SS6a: The student uses multiple strategies to resolve conflicts.
SS6b: The student follows classroom rules and expectat�ons.

Strand/Theme:
SS7 Production, Preschool ch�ldren beg�n to develop a capac�ty to see themselves as consumers
Distribution, of classroom resources. Students use resources �n the classroom and 
and Consumption understand how they are used to make th�ngs.

Standard: SS7a: The student d�str�butes resources accord�ng to the goal of the task.
Strand/Theme:
SS8 Power, Authority, Preschool ch�ldren develop an �ncreas�ng awareness of r�ghts and respons�b�l�t�es 
and Governance in specific contexts, as they interact with others. They become aware of the limits 

and boundar�es of acceptable behav�or and learn the poss�ble consequences of 
the�r act�ons as they part�c�pate �n act�v�t�es w�th a var�ety of �nd�v�duals.

Standard: SS8a: The student self-regulates the�r behav�or w�th�n d�fferent act�v�t�es and 
env�ronments.

Strand/Theme:
SS9 Science, Preschool ch�ldren have a concrete understand�ng of how people effect the�r
Technology, env�ronment. W�th adult gu�dance and support, they can beg�n to look at the 
and Society ways people take care of the world around them. Preschool students are aware 

of technology �n the�r env�ronment. As ch�ldren �nteract w�th technology that 
�s ava�lable �n the�r homes, and classrooms, they beg�n to understand how 
technology affects the�r l�ves.

Standards: SS9a: The student cares for the�r env�ronment by clean�ng and organ�z�ng the�r 
classroom.

SS9b: The student uses technology that �s ava�lable w�th�n the�r classroom.
Strand/Theme:
SS10 Global Preschool ch�ldren not�ce and are �nterested �n s�m�lar�t�es and d�fferences 
Connections between themselves and others. When adults prov�de opportun�t�es for ch�ldren 

to make connect�ons between themselves and others �n the�r �mmed�ate 
env�ronment, ch�ldren develop soc�al competence and learn to read soc�al 
s�tuat�ons and react appropr�ately.

Standard: SS10a: The student works and plays w�th a var�ety of ch�ldren.
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Health Educat�on: Pre-K�ndergarten

In add�t�on to the content standards, Health Educat�on teachers must �nst�ll health l�teracy sk�lls (HESK) 
into classroom activities. The six HESK have a two-fold benefit. First, they promote personal, family, 
and commun�ty health. Second, they teach essent�al and transferable sk�lls that �nclude access�ng data, 
analyz�ng �nformat�on, sett�ng goals, and commun�cat�ng �deas.
Strand:
HESK Health  The student appl�es health l�teracy sk�lls �n concert w�th health concepts to 
Literacy Skills enhance personal, fam�ly and commun�ty health; that �s, the student w�ll:

Standards: HESK1: access val�d health �nformat�on;
HESK2: pract�ce health-enhanc�ng behav�or;
HESK3: analyze influences on health;
HESK4: use �nterpersonal commun�cat�ons sk�lls to enhance health;
HESK5: use goal sett�ng and dec�s�on mak�ng sk�lls to enhance health; and
HESK6: advocate for health.

Strand:
HE1 Personal and The student understands the bas�c concepts of hyg�ene, health hab�ts, and health
Community Health promot�on; that �s, the student w�ll:

Standard: HE1a: pract�ce age-appropr�ate d�sease prevent�on behav�ors (e.g., cover�ng 
mouth, us�ng t�ssues, wash�ng and dry�ng hands).

Strand:
HE2 Safety and  The student demonstrates understand�ng of bas�c concepts related to safety,
Injury Prevention �njury prevent�on or sudden �llness, and prevent�on of ch�ld abuse and ch�ld 

neglect; that �s, the student w�ll:

Standards: HE2a: tell the d�fference between emergency and non-emergency s�tuat�ons; and
HE2b: �dent�fy safety rules and pract�ces used �n home and school.

Strand:
HE3 Nutrition and The student understands how healthful nutr�t�on and phys�cal act�v�ty contr�bute
Physical Activity to growth and energy and help prevent chron�c d�seases such as heart d�sease, 

cancer, and d�abetes; that �s, the student w�ll:

Standards: HE3a: descr�be appropr�ate food cho�ces for snacks; and
HE3b: explore a var�ety of phys�cal act�v�t�es.

Strand
HE4 Mental Health The student understands how mental health contr�butes to general well-be�ng; 

that �s, the student w�ll:

Standards: HE4a: explore ways to express needs, wants, and feel�ngs; and
HE4b: explore ways to commun�cate care, cons�derat�on, and respect of self 

and others.
Strand
HE5 Alcohol, The student understands l�c�t and �ll�c�t drugs and how to prevent abuse and 
Tobacco, and Other access �ntervent�on and treatment resources; that �s, the student w�ll:
Drugs 

Standard: HE5a: recogn�ze danger labels on products.
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Strand
HE6 Family Life and The student understands the developmental changes that occur as he or she
Human Sexuality grows and matures through ch�ldhood to young adulthood and how these 

changes prepare one for adult roles �n the fam�ly and soc�ety; that �s, the student 
w�ll:

Standards: HE6a: �dent�fy fam�ly members and respons�b�l�t�es w�th�n fam�ly un�ts; and
HE6b: descr�be relat�onsh�ps that ex�st w�th�n the fam�ly.
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Phys�cal Educat�on: Pre-K�ndergarten

To a greater extent than �n the core academ�c subjects, Phys�cal Educat�on teachers must �nfuse personal 
and soc�al sk�ll development �n help�ng students meet and exceed the content standards. Consequently, 
the presentat�on of the Phys�cal Educat�on Standards �s preceded by a l�st of complementary Personal 
and Soc�al Development Sk�lls (PESK). Includ�ng the PESK components �n teach�ng the Phys�cal 
Educat�on standards �s cr�t�cal �n promot�ng l�felong, healthy phys�cal act�v�ty and �n real�z�ng the w�de 
range of benefits associated with participation in dance, sports, games, and other physical activities.
Strand:
PESK Personal and The student appl�es respons�ble personal and soc�al development sk�lls
Social Development �n a phys�cal act�v�ty sett�ng. In Pre-K�ndergarten all students w�ll:
Skills

Standards: PESK1: part�c�pate fully and commun�cate cooperat�vely w�th others;
PESK2: perform act�v�t�es safely and follow rules of et�quette and eth�cal 

behav�or;
PESK3: d�splay age appropr�ate self-control and d�sc�pl�ne;
PESK4: d�splay a w�ll�ngness to rece�ve and use feedback to �mprove 

performance;
PESK5: accept the decisions of and respond positively to teachers/officials in 

charge of games/act�v�t�es;
PESL6: choose healthful phys�cal act�v�t�es to exper�ence fun, challenge, self-

express�on and/or soc�al �nteract�on;
PESK7: d�splay an �nterest �n and ass�st and encourage others’ efforts;
PESK8: d�splay behav�ors that are support�ve and �nclus�ve;
PESK9: self-�n�t�ate behav�ors that contr�bute to personal and partner/group 

effort;
PESK10: adjust behavior to prevent/reconcile conflicts.

Strand:
PE1 Motor Skills and Competency �n motor sk�lls and movement patterns �s needed to perform a 
Movement Patterns var�ety of phys�cal act�v�t�es. In Pre-K�ndergarten all students w�ll:

Standards: PE1a: d�scover personal and general space;
PE1b: explore mov�ng �n d�fferent ways (e.g., crawl, walk, run, hop, jump);
PE1c: explore shapes (e.g., w�de, narrow, round, square), pathways (e.g., 

stra�ght, curved, z�gzag), balance (�.e., d�fferent body parts), levels (e.g., 
h�gh, m�ddle, low), and speed (qu�ck, slow) �n movements;

PE1d: throw, catch, and k�ck from a stat�onary pos�t�on;
PE1e: explore movement through d�fferent rhythm�c beats;
PE1f: demonstrate fundamental motor patterns by �m�tat�ng an�mal 

movements;
PE1g: recogn�ze bas�c term�nology of movement (e.g., h�gh, low, slow, fast, 

l�ght, heavy, �n, out, under, over, through);
PE1h: follow s�mple rules and safety procedures g�ven by the teacher.
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Strand:
PE2 Physical Activity  A phys�cally act�ve l�festyle �s essent�al to ma�nta�n a health-enhanc�ng level of 
and Fitness physical fitness. In Pre-Kindergarten all students will:

Standards: PE2a: part�c�pate �n moderate phys�cal act�v�t�es regularly (e.g., unstructured 
play w�th fr�ends, fam�ly, or organ�zed movement exper�ences for young 
ch�ldren);

PE2b: engage for short per�ods of t�me �n moderate-to-v�gorous phys�cal 
act�v�t�es that cause �ncreased heart rate, breath�ng rate, and 
persp�rat�on (e.g., crawl�ng, walk�ng, runn�ng);

PE2c: l�ft and support one’s own we�ght �n selected act�v�t�es that develop 
muscular strength and endurance of arms, shoulders, abdomen, and 
legs (e.g., hang�ng, hopp�ng, jump�ng);

PE2d: demonstrate a stretch that w�ll help �ncrease the range of mot�on of 
a jo�nt (e.g., perform a s�t-and-reach stretch to demonstrate how to 
stretch the hamstr�ngs and lower back muscles);

PE2e: demonstrate the ab�l�ty to breathe slowly and deeply to relax;
PE2f: recogn�ze that phys�cal act�v�ty promotes good health;
PE2g: �dent�fy changes �n the body (e.g., breath�ng, heart rate) and the 

�mportance of replen�sh�ng the body w�th water dur�ng phys�cal act�v�ty.
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V�sual Arts: Pre-K�ndergarten

Strand:
VA1 Media, Demonstrates understand�ng and can apply med�a, techn�ques, and processes.
Techniques, 
and Processes 

Standards: VA1a: The student exper�ments w�th a var�ety of med�a and mater�als.
VA1b: The student uses a var�ety of med�a to create or�g�nal works of art.
VA1c: The student d�scusses �deas, exper�ences, feel�ngs represented �n 

personal artwork.
Strand:
VA2 Structures and Demonstrates knowledge of structures and funct�ons.
Functions 

Standards: VA2a: The student explores the elements of art (�.e., l�nes, shapes, colors).
VA2b: The student uses l�nes, forms, shapes, colors, and texture to create 

personal artwork.
Strand:
VA3 Subject Matter, Chooses and evaluates a range of subject matter, symbols, and �deas.
Symbols, and Ideas 

Standards: VA3a: The student v�ews works of art created by others.
VA3b: The student d�scusses works of art created by others.
VA3c: The student �nterprets mean�ng, �deas, or themes �n works of art created 

by others.
Strand:
VA4 History Demonstrates understand�ng of the v�sual arts �n relat�on to h�story and culture.
and Culture 

Standards: VA4a: The student part�c�pates �n arts that are part of own commun�ty and 
culture.

VA4b: The student part�c�pates �n arts that are part of other commun�t�es or 
cultures.

VA4c: The student identifies differences and similarities in artwork from own 
and other commun�t�es or cultures.

Strand:
VA5 Characteristics Reflects upon and assesses the characteristics and merits of their work and the
and Merits of Work work of others.

Standards: VA5a: The student descr�bes personal artwork.
VA5b: The student responds to artwork of self and others through comments or 

ask�ng quest�ons.
VA5c: The student uses developmentally appropr�ate art�st�c term�nology to tell 

what they l�ke about the artwork they analyze.
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Strand:
VA6 Connections to Makes connect�ons between the v�sual arts and the other d�sc�pl�nes.
Other Disciplines 

Standard: VA6a: The student �ntegrates what �s learned �n art w�th other curr�cular areas.
Strand:
VA7 Technology Understands and creates art through technology.
Integration 

Standard: VA7a: The student v�ews and d�scusses artwork created w�th technology.
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Mus�c: Pre-K�ndergarten

Strand:
MU1 Performs alone and/or w�th others a var�ed reperto�re of mus�c.

Standard: MU1a: The student s�ngs a var�ety of fam�l�ar rhymes, songs, and or chants w�th/
for others.

Strand:
MU2 Reads and notates mus�c.

Standard: MU2a: The student looks at mus�cal notat�on and words wh�le s�ng�ng songs.
Strand:
MU3 L�stens to, responds to, and descr�bes mus�c.

Standards: MU3a: The student l�stens to a var�ety of mus�c.
MU3b: The student moves to mus�c created by self and others.
MU3c: The student talks about mus�c and movement created by self and others.

Strand:
MU4 History Demonstrates understand�ng of mus�c �n relat�on to h�story and culture.
and Culture 

Standards: MU4a: The student l�stens to a var�ety of �nstruments, vocal�zat�ons, or sounds 
that are part of the�r own commun�ty and culture.

MU4b: The student jo�ns �n mus�c and movement act�v�t�es that are part of the�r 
own culture and commun�ty.

MU4c: The student uses �nstruments, vocal�zat�ons, sounds or creat�ve 
movement to express �deas and exper�ences.

Strand:
MU5 Characteristics Reflects upon and assesses the characteristics and merits in performances
and Merits of Works �n the�r mus�c and the mus�c of others.
and Performances 

Standard: MU5a: The student describes music and identifies what they like and dislike 
about a work by us�ng developmentally appropr�ate vocabulary (fast, 
slow, loud, soft).

Strand:
MU6 Connections Makes connect�ons between mus�c and the other d�sc�pl�nes.
to Other Disciplines 

Standard: MU6a: The student uses mus�c to express �deas from other d�sc�pl�nes �n the 
curr�culum (e.g., s�ngs a number or alphabet song).

Strand:
MU7 Technology Understands and creates mus�c through technology.
Integration 

Standard: MU7a: The student uses technology to produce and l�sten to mus�c (e.g., 
keyboard, m�crophone, headphones).


