
JRivers
The piece has a strong beginning with a student created platitude.  The importance of the platitude and the focus of the narrative are then introduced with two words -my father.  The account engages the reader with the metaphor - "Inspiration sparks the flames of imagination".  The narrator's admiration of his father sets the tone for the narrative.

JRivers
The inclusion of sensory details such as his comparison to God, wizards, and conjurers, enables the reader to envision a character's power and his significance in the son's life.

JRivers
The second paragraph again begins with the promise of a specific tale to follow.  The ideas of imagination and inspiration work as a transition from first to second paragraph.  It also provides the reader with an immediate sense of the significance of the piece.  This paragraph also restates the significance of the piece "...fascinated and inspired by life forever more."

JRivers
The organizing structure effectively moves the reader from the lofty present in paragraph one, "He is a genius with his hands and imagination." to the past with a real world anecdote.  The essay closes back in the present.  The use of the word "conjurer" hails back to the first paragraph "conjured."  He also uses humor with his gentle parody of the revival of the dead on ER.

JRivers
In the final paragraph, the student nicely summarizes the main points of the narrative - inspiration, the father's character, and the lesson of hard work.
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JRivers
The narrative has several useful strategies in the long, second paragraph.  There is dialogue, use of figurative language - the pun on "drive" and the personification - 'the death of the car'.

JRivers
Although the piece does not develop the father as a complex character, it does provide a full picture of the most important characteristics - that of his perseverance and intelligence.
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