
JRivers
The introduction is strong and engaging due to reflection that connects events with belief, the observation that there are "few opportunities for an heroic act," and the contrast of the events of 9-11 with ordinary human beings.  A definition of heroism provides the context for the remainder of the narrative.  The depth of the student's knowledge and specific references to the events of 9-11 attest to the fact that research was conducted.

JRivers
The setting and context is immediately apparent from the title.

The student identifies a setting early in the piece by identifying a locality, The Netherlands, and the place, a bathroom.  References to the setting remain consistent throughout the work.
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JRivers
The student uses many strategies with a style that is descriptive and rich in detail.

By building the events carefully, the pace of the piece is very engaging and the suspense builds steadily.  The tension increases as first the mother and then the father become involved and "time ticked on."  The interior monologue at "Oh, no, she is too young"  adds to the tension and suspense.

Details in the writing lead to a sense of being shown and not told.  The window seems 40 feet high, all the strength is required, and the window is a tight fit.

When the speaker reaches Moriah, the tension is relieved not only by events but also through the use of everyday speech:  "Hi, Moriah.  Are you okay?"

Overall, there is a strong voice and many revealing and engaging choices of phrase.  One example of word choice that contributes to closure and to the theme of the everyday nature of heroism is "opened the door with one simple turn of the key."
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JRivers
D/B/E are combined in this commentary:  Closure is achieved two ways.  There is a brief synopsis of events and a return to the intial discussion of heroism, but here with an expanded reflection.  The writer extends the idea of heroism even further with a discussion of the hero as "someone like you or me."  The significance of the event is evident in these reflections.
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