Language Arts

COURSE TITLE
CODE
GRD
LENGTH
TYPE

English 2nd Lang 7-8
LAA101
 7-8
36
NC

ESL I - 1 hr
LAA301
  9-12
36
GL

Entrance into Engl
LAA302
  9-12
36
GL

ESL I - 2 hr
LAA303
  9-12
36
GL

ESL I - 3 hr
LAA304
  9-12
36
GL

ESL II - 1 hr
LAA401
  9-12
36
GL

ESL II - 2 hr
LAA402
  9-12
36
GL

ESL II - 3 hr
LAA403
  9-12
36
GL

ESL III - 1 hr
LAA501
  10-12
36
GL

ESL III - 2 hr
LAA502
10-12
36
GL

ESL IV
LAA601
  10-12
36
GL

AP English Language*
LAC614
11-12
36
GL

Language Arts 7
LAE101
7
36
NC

/Language Arts 7
LAE131
7
36
NC

Language Arts 8
LAE201
8
36
NC

/Language Arts 8
LAE231
8
36
NC

Language Arts 9
LAE301
9
36
GL

Lang Arts Lab 9
LAE305
9
36
EL

/Language Arts 9
LAE331
9
36
GL

Honors English 9*
LAE371
9
36
GL

Language Arts 10
LAE401
10
36
GL

Lang Arts Lab 10
LAE405
10
36
EL

/Language Arts 10
LAE431
10
36
GL

Honors English 10*
LAE471
10
36
GL

Language Arts 11
LAE501
11
36
GL

Lang Arts Lab 11
LAE505
11
36
EL

/Language Arts 11
LAE531
11
36
GL

Honors English 11*
LAE571
11
36
GL

Language Arts 12
LAE601
12
36
GL

Lang Arts Lab 12
LAEA605
12
36
EL

/Language Arts 12
LAE631
12
36
GL

Journalism
LAJ401
  10-12
36
EL

Journalism II
LAJ402
  10-12
36
EL

Journalism III
LAJ502
  10-12
36
EL

Journalism IV
LAJ602
  10-12
36
EL

Shakespeare
LAL501
 9-12
36
EL

AP English Lit*
LAL613
11-12
36
GL

Speech
LAS401
 9-12
36
EL

NOTE:

· When course titles are changed, students may not receive credit under both previous and new course names.

CODE:

NC = No Credit
EL = Elective
G= Graduation Requirement

GC = Computer
GD = Second Language
GE = Social Studies

GF = Fine Arts
GG = US Government
GH = Health

GL = Language Arts
GM = Mathematics
GP = Physical Education

GS = Science
GU = US History
GV = Careers
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COURSE TITLE: English 2nd Lang 7-8
GRADE LEVEL: 7-8

CODE: LAA101
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The English as a 2nd language 7-8 course is designed to strengthen the English language skills of students who speak other languages, including the skills of listening, reading, speaking, and writing. The content includes, but is not limited to, verbalizing concrete experiences orally; practicing the sound system and syntax of English; listening to English to practice comprehension; and practicing the process of composition, including prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, and publishing.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, individual, small group, and class speaking and listening practice and drill; language games; oral reading; activities to develop comprehension of written English, including literature and writings in other academic areas; group and individual writing of stories, poems, dialogues, or plays; dictation; and the rewriting of paragraphs making grammatical transformations. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Students will be evaluated on skill growth in the comprehending and creating of written and spoken English. In making decisions about student readiness to exit the ESL program, teachers will consider student performance in other academic areas as well.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the English as a 2nd language 7-8 course, students should be able to: 

· Demonstrate confidence in all forms of verbal interaction. 

· Relate to and articulate common life experiences. 

· Understand and verbalize concrete experiences. 

· Speak with accurate English pronunciation. 

· Comprehend written English. 

· Create appropriate English utterances in novel conversational situations. 

· Create accurate written English sentences and paragraphs.

COURSE TITLE: ESL I - 1 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA301
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL I - 2 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA303
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL I - 3 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA304
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL II - 2 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA401
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL II - 2 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA402
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL II - 3 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA403
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL III - 1 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAA501
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL III - 2 hr
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAA502
TITLE: COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: ESL IV
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAA601
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The English as a 2nd language course is designed to strengthen the English language skills of students who speak other languages, including the skills of listening, reading, speaking, and writing. The content includes, but is not limited to, verbalizing concrete and abstract experiences orally; practicing the sound system and syntax of English; listening to English to practice comprehension; practicing the process of composition, including” prewriting, drafting revising, proofreading, and publishing; and developing verbal skills necessary for the world of work and/or post-secondary education.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, individual, small group, and class speaking and listening practice and drill; language games; oral reading; activities to develop comprehension of written English, including literature and writings in other academic areas; group and individual writing of stories, poems, dialogues, or plays; dictation; and the rewriting of paragraphs making grammatical transformations. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Students will be evaluated on skill growth in the comprehending and creating of written and spoken English. In making decisions about student readiness to exit the ESL program, teachers will consider student performance in other academic areas as well.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the English as a 2nd language course, students should be able to: 

· Demonstrate confidence in all forms of verbal interaction. 

· Relate to and articulate common life experiences. 

· Understand and verbalize concrete and abstract experiences. 

· Speak with accurate English pronunciation. 

· Comprehend written English. 

· Create appropriate English utterances in novel conversational situations.

· Create accurate written English sentences and paragraphs. 

· Demonstrate verbal skills necessary for the world of work and for post-secondary education.

COURSE TITLE: Entrance Into Engl
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAA302
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Entrance into English course is designed to prepare students for the different activities that they are expected to perform in English classes (classroom survival skills), to identify the basic terms that students should know prior to entering the mainstreamed English class, to identify in a check list the specific experiences and developed skills that ESL students should have prior to entering the mainstreamed English class, and to provide the receiving English teachers with a clear profile of the developed skills and experiences of ESL students who are entering the English class. The specific course content develops listening skills through the use of dictation, tapes of stories in the text, lectures and class discussion; speaking skills through the use of group discussion, preparation and delivery of a self-introductory speech, and oral reading; reading skills through the use of context clues, the study of vocabulary reading tapes, book reports, books in the media center/library, and the dictionary; and writing skills through the composing of correct sentences, friendly letters and journals. Other content areas are study skills, including how to take a short answer test, study for a test, use the glossary in a textbook, record an assignment presented orally or on the board, look up a word in the dictionary, and use the SQ3R study approach; grammar/editing skills, including the study of simple sentences (subject and verb) parts of speech [noun, pronoun, adjective, verb, adverb, conjunction in sentences, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization; and literature, including the study of short stories [character plot, setting), poems, dramas, and novels.  

Major Instructional Activities: Although the content check list indicates techniques to use in the areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing, the specific techniques will be determined by the nature of the individual class and the needs of individual ESL students in the class.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated on their progress in mastering or completing the following tasks: looking up an assigned word in the dictionary, looking up the correct spelling of frequently-used words in the dictionary when confronted with misspellings, preparing and presenting a short self-introductory speech before class, presenting such a speech when called on in the regular classroom, locating a book in the media center or library when given the title and author writing a correct simple sentence,  identifying the subject of a simple sentence, identifying the simple subject as being either a noun or pronoun,  identifying the verb in a simple sentence, using the correct end punctuation in a simple sentence, capitalizing the opening word in a sentence, capitalizing proper nouns used in a sentence, writing down a class assignment presented orally by the teacher, taking an active part in class discussion on topics such as adapting to American schools and lifestyles, knowing how to mark the different types of short answer questions used in an objective test, having received instruction in how to use context clues to help determine the meaning of a word in a sentence, being able to request orally permission to leave the class to use the rest room or to see another member of the school staff, reading at approximately third-grade level or above, reading and preparing a book report, using a taped reading of a story to help him/her follow and understand the written text, working with other students to improve and rewrite some-thing she/he has written, revising his/her writing by adding or changing adverbs or adjectives, revising his/her writing by using a conjunction to combine two simple sentences, keeping a class journal in which she/he has written daily for more than two weeks, and writing a friendly letter.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the entrance into English course, students should be able to function effectively in the regular secondary English classroom. 

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts 7
GRADE LEVEL: 7

CODE: LAE101
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Language Arts 7 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, developing an understanding of listening responsibility, a tolerance for other points of view, and knowledge of various listening techniques for various situations; using standard English in classroom situations; developing an appreciation for the importance of speech in problem solving and the importance of skill in organizing information, thoughts, and ideas logically, leading to clear, concise oral presentations; practicing the process of composition, including prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, and publishing; writing in complete sentences; using proofreading skills to correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage in final drafts; experiencing different types of literature (e.g., short stories, novels, non-fiction, poetry, mythology; applying information found in the dictionary and the thesaurus; using the media center research facilities; and reading self-selected books to help students learn to view reading as a useful and pleasurable activity.

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting, in the media center and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but are not limited to, writing Journals or learning logs; writing expository and descriptive papers; writing personal narratives and short stories; writing and mailing personal letters; learning to respond to each other's writing with helpful suggestions for revision; taking several pieces of group and individual writing through a process that includes prewriting activities, drafting, peer response, revision, proofreading for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage, and publishing; practicing writing from different points of view for different audiences; developing speaking and listening skills by responding to literature and to each other's writing, and by participating in small and large group discussions and in oral presentations, individual recitations, and dramatizations; studying appropriate major works of literature intensively in class; independently reading, viewing, and listening to examples of the various genres of literature, and responding to the experiences, presenting interpretations of literature orally; reading self-selected books and responding to them in journal entries, letters, and group discussions, or in oral or written book reports; and increasing vocabulary through the study of words encountered in reading and through work with the dictionary and the thesaurus.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated for class participation; completion of reading assignments and book-reporting requirements; comprehension of literature as measured by objective, essay and/or oral examinations; improvement in written compositions and oral presentations, with major emphasis on critical thinking, content, organization, specificity and relevance of detail, and with secondary emphasis on growth in the areas of spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage skills.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the language arts 7 course, students should be able to: 

· Show tolerance for other points of view. 

· Show an understanding of listening responsibility. 

· Appreciate the importance of speech in problem solving. 

· Write in complete sentences. 

· Spell correctly those words used in written communication.

· Use capitalization and punctuation correctly.

· Read different types of literature. 

· Apply information found in the dictionary and the thesaurus.

· Use Standard American English in classroom situations. 

· Demonstrate the ability to use proofreading skills.

COURSE TITLE: /Language Arts 7
GRADE LEVEL: 7

CODE: LAE131
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

This course is designed to facilitate student mastery of the DoDEA standards and essential objectives of the parallel general education course. Accommodations and modifications in content, instructional activities, evaluative techniques and essential objectives are implemented as appropriate for students with disabilities in support of their Individualized Education Programs (IEP).

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts 8
GRADE LEVEL: 8

CODE: LAE201
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Language Arts 8 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, writing notes from information received aurally; developing an aware-ness of sexism, racism, and age bias in material heard, viewed, or read; differentiating between emotional and intellectual arguments in a spoken or written discussion; discriminating among fact, fiction, opinion, assumption, and inference in spoken and written language; writing paragraphs composed of an appropriate topic sentence and adequate supportive material; writing coherent answers on essay tests; writing in various modes for self-discovery, self-expression, and enjoyment; presenting narrative and descriptive writing; identifying basic literary terms as they are used in discussing literature, e.g., characterization, plot, setting, and mood; using parts of speech correctly in final written drafts and in speech in the classroom setting; and reading and reviewing self-selected books to help students learn to view reading as a useful and pleasurable activity.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting, in the media center, and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, writing journals or learning logs; writing persuasive and compare/contrast paragraphs; writing personal narratives, short stories, and poetry; writing and mailing personal and business letters; learning to respond to each other's writing with helpful suggestions for revision; taking several pieces of group and individual writing through a process that includes prewriting activities, drafting, peer response, revision, proofreading for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage, and publishing; practicing writing from different points of view for different audiences; developing speaking and listening skills by responding to literature and to each other's writing and by participating in small and large group discussions and in oral presentations, individual recitations, and dramatizations; studying appropriate major works of literature intensively in class; reading, viewing, and listening independently to examples of the various genres of literature, and responding to that literature; presenting interpretations of literature orally; reading self-selected books and responding to them in journal entries, letters, group discussions, or oral or written book reports; practicing locating information in the media center using the card catalog and the Reader's Guide; and increasing vocabulary through the study of words encountered in reading and through work with the dictionary and the thesaurus.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated for class participation; completion of reading assignments and book reporting requirements; comprehension of literature as measured by objective, essay, and/or oral examinations; and improvement in written compositions and oral presentations, with major emphasis on critical thinking, content, organization, specificity and relevance of detail and evidence of reasoning, and with secondary emphasis on skill growth in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Language Arts 8 course, student should be able to: 

· Write notes from information received aurally. 

· Identify basic literary terms as they are used in the analysis of literature.

· Be aware of the sexism, racism and age bias. 

· Write papers that include paragraphs composed of appropriate topic sentences and adequate supportive material, using a variety of sentence patterns. 

· Write coherent answers on essay tests.

· Use words accurately and appropriately in writing and speaking. 

· Discriminate among fact, fiction, opinion, assumption, and inference. 

· Write in various modes for self-discovery, self-expression, and enjoyment. 

· Differentiate between emotional and intellectual arguments in a discussion. 

· Read books and prepare reports reviewing them.

COURSE TITLE: /Language Arts 8
GRADE LEVEL: 8

CODE: LAE231
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

This course is designed to facilitate student mastery of the DoDEA standards and essential objectives of the parallel general education course. Accommodations and modifications in content, instructional activities, evaluative techniques and essential objectives are implemented as appropriate for students with disabilities in support of their Individualized Education Programs (IEP).

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts 9
GRADE LEVEL: 9

CODE: LAE301
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The language Arts 9 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, preparing oral reports in various content areas; using appropriate pitch, stress, juncture and rate in formal and informal speech; using the dictionary and the thesaurus to develop an increasingly comprehensive and precise vocabulary in both speaking and writing; locating resources (magazines, reference sources, films, and microfiche) by using indexes, catalogs, and the Reader's Guide; practicing the process of composition, including prewriting, drafting, revising, proofreading, and publishing; writing correspondence using appropriate forms (business, friendly); identifying with literary characters of the student's own age, and under-standing how the characters’ actions and emotions reflect the student's own actions and emotions; under-standing that literature is written at different levels for different purposes and for different audiences; and reading self-selected books to help students learn to view reading as a useful and pleasurable activity.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting, in the media center, and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, writing journals or learning logs; writing expository, persuasive, and descriptive paragraphs and essays; writing short stories; writing and mailing business letters; learning to respond to each other's writing with helpful suggestions for revision; taking several pieces of group and/or individual writing through a process that includes prewriting activities, drafting, peer response, revision, proofreading for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage, and publishing; practicing writing from different points of view for different purposes and audiences; developing speaking and listening skills by responding to literature and to each other's writing, and by participating in small and large group discussions and in oral presentations, individual recitations, and dramatizations; studying appropriate major works of literature intensively in class; reading, viewing, and listening independently to examples of the various genres of literature and responding to the literature; presenting interpretations of literature orally; reading self-selected books and responding to them in journal entries, letters, group discussions, or oral or written book reports; and increasing vocabulary through the study of words encountered in reading and through work with the dictionary and the thesaurus.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated for class participation; completion of reading assignments and book reporting requirements; comprehension of literature as measured by objective, essay, and/or oral examinations.’ and improvement in written compositions and oral presentations, with major emphasis on critical reasoning, content, organization, specificity and relevance of detail, evidence, and argument, and with secondary emphasis on skill growth in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Language Arts 9 course, students should be able to:

· Display an increasingly comprehensive and precise vocabulary in both writing and speaking, by using the dictionary and thesaurus. 

· Point out actions and emotions of literary characters in the student's own age group or socioeconomic class that reflect the student's own actions and emotions. 

· Point out examples of literature written at different levels for different purposes or audiences. 

· Locate resources (magazines, reference sources, films, etc.) by using indexes and catalogs. 

· Write examples of correspondence using appropriate forms (business, friendly). 

· Write using the composing process.

· Use appropriate pitch, stress, juncture, and rate in speech. 

· Prepare oral reports in various content areas.

COURSE TITLE: /Language Arts 9
GRADE LEVEL: 9

CODE: LAE331
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

This course is designed to facilitate student mastery of the DoDEA standards and essential objectives of the parallel general education course. Accommodations and modifications in content, instructional activities, evaluative techniques and essential objectives are implemented as appropriate for students with disabilities in support of their Individualized Education Programs (IEP).

COURSE TITLE: Honors English 9
GRADE LEVEL: 9

CODE: LAE371
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

PREPARATION: Language Arts 8


Major Concepts/Content: The emphasis in the class is on going beyond the skills of recognition, fact gathering and recall to the use of higher-level thinking/processing skills that emphasize critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. In both form and subject, the literature selected for study will be challenging to the most able students. The class is distinguished by a difference in the quality of the work expected, not merely an increase in quantity. This course is a demanding study of the traditional literary genres which examines what one can learn from literature not only as a springboard for critical thinking but as a model for writing and for its inherent pleasure. Vocabulary development, language usage, and correct grammatical usage will be stressed. The development of discussion and presentation skills will focus on analysis, interpretation, and evaluation.  

Major Instructional Activities: Students read and respond to a wide spectrum of challenging literary selections. Many of the learning activities will culminate in a shared product or products. For instance, an essay, a dialogue or symposium, a multimedia presentation, a debate, etc. Students will regularly write in single or multi-paragraph format, personal pieces and formal essays that analyze and evaluate the literature selections. The course will also provide for a maximum interchange of ideas among students, with an emphasis on such activities as panels, reaction groups, dialogues, and seminars.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Traditional evaluation tools will be employed in the course, to include tests, both objective and essay grading of written and oral work. In addition, however honors students should be frequently involved in peer assessment.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Honors English 9 course, students should be able to: 

· Analyze and understand the various literary genres. 

· Analyze and assess the tone and style in literary selections. 

· Write formal compositions that analyze and evaluate pieces of literature. 

· Develop and employ vocabulary skills appropriate to the level of reading and writing encountered. 

· Create and share original examples of some of the literary genres explored. 

· Employ consistently the conventions of standard written English. 

· Make and critique formal and informal oral presentations. 

· Listen reflectively and critically.

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts 10
GRADE LEVEL: 10

CODE: LAE401
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Language Arts 10 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, outlining or mapping main ideas and details of information received aurally or through research; using vocabulary and sentence structure appropriate to the listener and the situation; understanding the importance of speech in influencing the course of events in a democratic society; using interviewing skills; using parliamentary procedure skills; using formal debating skills; refining test-taking skills to meet secondary and post-secondary demands; writing a paraphrase, summary, or precise; writing compositions for newspaper publication; writing a short paper using research techniques; selecting appropriate sources of information for the topic; understanding and explaining the type of conflict in a given literary selection (psychological, social, environmental); experiencing a wide range of literary forms (e.g., short stories, novels, non-fiction, poetry, drama); using the media center research facilities; and reading self-selected books to help students learn to view reading as a useful and pleasurable activity.

Major Instruction Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting, in the media center, and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, writing journals or learning logs; writing expository, descriptive, and persuasive essays; writing autobiographical narratives; writing newspaper articles; writing a brief research report; writing and mailing business letters; learning to respond to each other's writing with helpful suggestions for revision; taking several pieces of writing through a process that includes prewriting activities, drafting, peer response, revision, proofreading for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage, and publishing; practicing writing from different points of view for different purposes and audiences; developing speaking and listening skills by responding to literature and to each other's writing, and by participating in small and large group discussions and in oral presentations, interviews, parliamentary meetings, formal debates, and dramatizations; studying appropriate major works of literature intensively in class; reading, viewing, and listening independently to examples of the various genres of literature and responding to that literature; presenting interpretations of literature orally, reading several self-selected books and responding to them in journal entries, letters, group discussions, or oral or written book reports; and increasing vocabulary through the study of words encountered in reading and through work with the dictionary and the thesaurus.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated for active class participation; completion of reading assignments and book reporting requirements; comprehension of literature as measured by objective, essay, and/or oral examinations; improvement in written composition and oral presentations with major emphasis on unity and coherence, use of evidence and argument, organization, specificity and relevance of detail, and with secondary emphasis on skill growth in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Language Arts 10 course, students should be able to: 

· Outline main ideas and details of information received aurally or through research.

· Use vocabulary and sentence structure appropriate to the listener and situation.

· Use interviewing skills.

· Use parliamentary procedural skills.

· Use formal debating skills. 

· Identify the type of conflict in a given selection: psychological, social, and environmental. 

· Refine test-taking skills to meet secondary and post-secondary demands. 

· Write a paraphrase, summary, or précis. 

· Write compositions for newspaper publication. 

· Write a short paper using research techniques. 

· Select appropriate sources of information. 

· Identify the importance of speech in influencing the course of events in a democratic society.

COURSE TITLE: /Language Arts 10
GRADE LEVEL: 10

CODE: LAE431
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

This course is designed to facilitate student mastery of the DoDEA standards and essential objectives of the parallel general education course. Accommodations and modifications in content, instructional activities, evaluative techniques and essential objectives are implemented as appropriate for students with disabilities in support of their Individualized Education Programs (IEP).

COURSE TITLE: Honors English 10
GRADE LEVEL: 10

CODE: LAE471
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

PREPARATION: Language Arts 9 or Honors English 9

Major Concepts/Content: The emphasis in the class is on going beyond the skills of recognition, fact gathering, and recall to the use of higher-level thinking/processing skills that emphasize critical reading, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. In both form and subject the literature selected for study will be challenge to the most able students. The class is distinguished by a difference in the quality or the work expected, not merely an increase in quantity. This course is a demanding study of world literature that examines what one can learn from such literature not only as a springboard for critical thinking but as a model for writing and for its inherent pleasure. Vocabulary development, language usage, and correct grammatical usage will be stressed. The development of discussion and presentation skills will focus on analysis, interpretation, and evaluation.  

Major Instructional Activities: Students read and respond to a wide spectrum of challenging literary selections. Many of the learning activities will culminate in a shared product or products, for instance, an essay, a dialogue or symposium, a multimedia presentation, a debate, etc. Students will regularly write personal pieces and formal essays that analyze and evaluate the literature selections. The course will also provide for a maximum interchange of ideas among students, with an emphasis on such activities as panels, reaction groups, dialogues, and seminars.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students respond to a variety of evaluation formats: objective, essay, and comprehensive semester examinations; formal writing, including a research project; oral presentations. Class participation and group activities are also used to assess student progress and mastery of concepts at a quality level significantly above that of the regular curriculum.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the honors English 10 course, students should be able to: 

· Analyze and understand a wide spectrum of world literature. 

· Interpret and evaluate sophisticated and complete pieces of literature. 

· Write formal compositions that analyze and evaluate literature. 

· Write logical, well-supported multiparagraph essays related to selected literature. 

· Write in response to personal, social, political, and literary concerns. 

· Make and critique formal and informal oral presentations. 

· Listen reflectively and critically.

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts 11
GRADE LEVEL: 11

CODE: LAE501
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Language Arts 11 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, developing an increasingly comprehensive vocabulary in conversation and discussion; developing small group and large group discussion skills; inferring conclusions from a series of oral statements; respecting the presence of dialects and regional variations in speech; writing essays responding to social, political, and literary concepts; writing resumes; writing compositions of more than one paragraph using narration, exposition, and/ or description; developing individual criteria for the aesthetic appreciation of literature; recognizing and understanding the use of literary and stylistic devices; dramatizing literature; experiencing a wide range of literary works written in the United States by writers from the major ethnic groups in the U.S. population, including both classic and modern works; using the media center research facilities; and reading self-selected books to help students learn to view reading as a useful and pleasurable activity.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting, in the media center and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, writing journals or learning logs; writing essays responding to social, political, and literary concepts; writing essays responding to social, political and literary concepts; writing essays using narration, exposition, and/or description; writing resumes and letters of application; responding to each other's writing with helpful suggestions for revision; taking several pieces of writing through a process that includes prewriting activities, drafting, peer response, revision, proofreading for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage, and publishing; practicing writing from different points of view for different audiences; developing speaking and listening skills by responding to literature and to each other's writing, and by participating in small and large group discussions and in oral presentations, individual recitations, and dramatizations; studying appropriate major works of literature of the United States intensively in class; reading, viewing, and listening independently to examples of the various genres of literature and responding to that literature; presenting interpretations of literature orally; reading several self-selected books and responding to them in journal entries, letters, group discussions, or oral or written book reports; and increasing vocabulary through the study of words encountered in reading and through work with the dictionary and the thesaurus.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated for class participation; completion of reading assignments and book reporting requirements; comprehension of literature as measured by objective, essay, and/or oral examinations; and improvement in written composition and oral presentations with major emphasis on content, organization, coherence, use of evidence and argument, and with secondary emphasis on skill growth in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Language Arts 1I course, students should be able to: 

· Infer conclusions from a series of oral statements. 

· Recognize appropriate literary and stylistic devices. 

· Demonstrate small and large group discussion skills. 

· Respect the presence of dialects and regional variations in speech. 

· Dramatize literature. 

· Develop individual criteria for aesthetic appreciation of literature. 

· Write essays responding to social, political, and literary concepts. 

· Write resumes. 

· Write a composition of more than one paragraph using narrative, exposition and/or description.

· Use an increasingly comprehensive vocabulary in conversation and discussion.

COURSE TITLE: /Language Arts 11
GRADE LEVEL: 11

CODE: LAE531
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

This course is designed to facilitate student mastery of the DoDEA standards and essential objectives of the parallel general education course. Accommodations and modifications in content, instructional activities, evaluative techniques and essential objectives are implemented as appropriate for students with disabilities in support of their Individualized Education Programs (IEP).

COURSE TITLE: Honors English 11
GRADE LEVEL: 11

CODE: LAE571
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

PREPARATION: Language Arts 10 or Honors English 10

Major Concepts/Content: The Honors English II course is designed to trace intensively the development of American literature from the colonial period through the twentieth century, and to heighten student awareness of their rich American literary heritage. Each quarter is used to study representative works showing the changes in technique, thought, and style throughout each significant period. Emphasis is placed on the enhancement of the reading, writing, thinking, listening, and speaking skills of the advanced or gifted student.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will include students reading and analyzing selections from the anthology as well as several outside selected materials. Whole instruction will be enhanced by partner and small group activities and projects. Audiovisual aids will be used to reinforce areas of study. Students will practice oral and written forms of communication.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be based on objective and essay tests of literary material and vocabulary, group or individual presentations, com-positions, individual projects, peer assessment of oral and written assignments, and written homework.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the honors English 11 course, students should be able to: 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the evolution of American literature from the colonial period through the twentieth century. 

· Review characteristics of the different literary genres.

· Use accurate and appropriate vocabulary.

· Use expository writing skills. 

· Demonstrate skill and proficiency in writing a researched position paper 

· Demonstrate skill and proficiency in creative writing. 

· Demonstrate skill and proficiency in the techniques of analysis and research. 

· Orally present logical and orderly development of ideas. 

· Develop critical thinking skills.  

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts 12
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: LAE601
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Language Arts 12 course is designed to strengthen students’ skills in listening, speaking, writing, literature, and language. The content includes, but is not limited to, recognizing how continued development of communication skills can enhance one's future career and leisure activities; using communication skills in preparing for career choices; using the research skills necessary to meet the demands of post-secondary classes; using computer technology, where hardware is available, as an aid in writing compositions; writing in a clear and personal style; responding to literary masterpieces which are the common heritage of all people; engaging in perceptive reading and critical analysis of English and world literature; engaging in discussions of philosophical questions as revealed in literary works; and using the media center research facilities.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting, in the media center and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, writing journals or learning logs; writing expository and critical essays; writing a paper requiring media center research and other research techniques such as interviewing, observing, or experimenting; responding to each other's writing with helpful suggestions for revision; taking several pieces of writing through a process that includes prewriting activities, drafting, peer response, revision, proofreading for spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, and usage, and publishing; practicing writing from different points of view for different audiences; developing speaking and listening skills by responding to literature and to each other's writing, participating in small and large group Discussions, in oral presentations, individual recitations, and dramatizations; studying appropriate major works of literature intensively in class; reading, viewing, and listening independently to examples of the various genres of literature and responding to that literature; presenting interpretations of literature orally; and increasing vocabulary through the study of words encountered in reading and through work with the dictionary and the thesaurus.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated for class participation; completion of reading and composition assignments; comprehension of literature as measured by objective, essay, and/or oral examinations; and improvement in written composition, especially expository techniques, and oral presentations, with major emphasis on content, organization, logic, coherence, use of evidence and argument, and with secondary emphasis on accuracy in spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar and usage.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Language Arts 12 course, students should be able to:

· Use communication skills in preparing for career choices. 

· Demonstrate research skills necessary to meet demands of post-secondary classes.

· Recognize how continued development of communication skills can enhance one's future career and leisure activities. 

· Engage in perceptive reading and critical analysis of literature.

· Use computer technology, where available, to aid in writing compositions. 

· Enjoy literary masterpieces that are the common heritage of all people. 

· Write in a clear and personal style. 

· Engage in discussions of philosophical questions as revealed in literary works.

COURSE TITLE: /Language Arts 12
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: LAE631
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

This course is designed to facilitate student mastery of the DoDEA standards and essential objectives of the parallel general education course. Accommodations and modifications in content, instructional activities, evaluative techniques and essential objectives are implemented as appropriate for students with disabilities in support of their Individualized Education Programs (IEP).

COURSE TITLE: Language Arts Lab 9, 10. 11, 12
GRADE LEVEL: 9, 10, 11, 12

CODE: LAE305, 405, 505, 605
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concept/Content: To improve reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills of students not achieving at grade level.

Students will read to learn by:

· Connecting text to prior knowledge.

· Understanding text structure to analyze and respond to literature.

· Using text processing strategies “before”, “during”, and “after” reading to build a foundation for a text, make sense of reading as it occurs, and to synthesize, apply, evaluate, or bridge understanding.

Students will increase skill and confidence in writing by:

· Using the Writing Process…prewriting, drafting, revision, editing, and publishing.

· Practicing timed writing.

· Taking notes on literature.

· Reflecting, discussing, and evaluating writing assignments.

Students will increase confidence and ability to articulate and support ideas by:

· Engaging in both formal and informal presentations.

· Learning how to be active listeners.

Major Instructional Activities: A planned progression of skills and content knowledge in narrative and informational text will be provided in a classroom setting using writing, inquiry, collaboration, and reading strategies in:

· Content area text.

· Trade books Lexile leveled to match students’ instructional levels.

· Supplementary and reference materials.

Major Evaluative Techniques: Assessment instruments used will illustrate strengths as well as needs of students and will include:

· Oral and written feedback on class assignments, written work, oral discussions, and class participation.

· Performance tasks to demonstrate understanding of course-related reading and writing skills using specific strategies.

· Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) Lexile level

· Self and peer analysis of skills and comprehension.

· Weekly conferences with teacher to identify goals and assess progress.

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Language Arts Lab course, students should be able to use strategies to be:

· A more effective reader.

· A more confident writer.

· A more articulate speaker.

· An active listener.

COURSE TITLE: Journalism
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAJ401
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: Journalism II
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAJ402
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: Journalism III
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAJ502
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: Journalism IV
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: LAJ602
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The journalism course encourages student responsibility for the development of personal and staff management skills, for the production of a publishable product, and for adherence to ethical values affecting journalists, while helping students at the same time to refine and put to practical use their thinking, writing, and critiquing skills. The study of journalism will also introduce students to the problems and opportunities present in mass media today. The content includes, but is not limited to, choosing and using appropriate writing techniques in preparing publishable material (applying the conventions of English usage, using effective words, sentences, and paragraphs, using effective techniques in preparing for interviews and conducting effective interviews, writing publishable newspaper stories); utilizing accepted techniques in the preparation of journalistic material (applying ethical methods of obtaining information for use in writing, rewriting, editing, and proofreading material, writing headlines, identifying material appropriate for school publication, creating an aesthetic page layout, demonstrating balanced writing on controversial issues, differentiating between fact and opinion, and practicing assigned staff responsibilities in an efficient manner); recognizing ethical issues in the practice of journalism [recognizing situational factors affecting publication of material, checking sources to ensure reliability, displaying good taste, and avoiding plagiarism); and demonstrating personal development congruent with journalistic practices and career goals, demonstrating the ability to follow journalistic work schedules and deadlines, using managerial and supervisory skills, functioning without supervision, and analyzing journalistic materials based upon accepted standards.

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be Provided in a general classroom setting, and in the school and community environment. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, reporting, interviewing, writing, rewriting, editing, proofreading, selecting content suitable for a school newspaper preparing page layouts, photographing, selecting photographs, performing assigned staff responsibilities, making judgments about acceptable and legal journalistic practices, typing/reproducing materials, and managing/supervising staff members. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Students will be evaluated on the performance of the tasks assigned them, the quality and the timeliness of the product, the written products, and the demonstration of the understanding of the ethical issues inherent in the practice of journalism. 

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the journalism course, students should be able to: 

· Describe various ways a story can be written and communicated. 

· Distinguish between fact and opinion. 

· Identify the role of a free press in a democracy and describe laws affecting journalism.

· Use editing skills, copy reading, page make up, and photo editing. 

· Review and practice the journalistic skills and essentials of mass communication required to write and edit. 

COURSE TITLE: Shakespeare
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: LAL501
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Shakespeare course is designed to familiarize, and, in many cases, introduce the student to in-depth and extended study of the writings, life, times, and art of Shakespeare and the theory and practice of literary criticism.  

Major Instructional Activities: Reading and discussion of “The Taming of the Shrew”, “A Midsummer Night's Dream”, "The Merchant of Venice”, “Henry IV Part l“, the ‘Sonnets”, “Twelfth Night”, “Othello”, and "The Tempest”. Position papers of 3-5 typewritten pages will be required on three of the plays. The students will participate in group activities, presentations of scenes, analyzing the plays and the major themes and techniques employed by Shakespeare, learning about English history, and researching and employing various modes of literary criticism. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Students will be evaluated through unit tests, oral reports, quizzes, presentations, quality and quantity of research, journals, theory and practice of literary criticism, and quality of position papers.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Shakespeare course, students should be able to:

· Show understanding of literary terms and devices by recognizing them in Elizabethan poetry and drama. 

· Identify criteria used to forma personal evaluation of types of Shakespearean drama. 

· Identify and analyze relationships in the works of Shakespeare. 

· Identify the techniques Shakespeare employed in comedy or tragedy and then distinguish the major characteristics of both types of drama. 

· Analyze components of drama using techniques of literary criticism. 

· Analyze components and relationships in central conflicts between characters and/or ideas. 

· Analyze the relationships of intellectual and social implications in literature. 

COURSE TITLE: AP English Lit
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: LAL613
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

PREPARATION: Language Arts 11


An AP English course in Literature and Composition should engage students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of selected texts, students should deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, students should consider a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.

Reading in an AP course should be both wide and deep. This reading necessarily builds upon the reading done in previous English courses. These courses should include the in-depth reading of texts drawn from multiple genres, periods, and cultures. In their AP course, students should also read works from several genres and periods—from the sixteenth to the twentieth century—but, more importantly, they should get to know a few works well. They should read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s complexity, to absorb its richness of meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form. In addition to considering a work’s literary artistry, students should consider the social and historical values it reflects and embodies. Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context should provide a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied.

A generic method for the approach to such close reading involves the following elements: the experience of literature, the interpretation of literature, and the evaluation of literature. By experience, we mean the subjective dimension of reading and responding to literary works, including precritical impressions and emotional responses. By interpretation, we mean the analysis of literary works through close reading to arrive at an understanding of their multiple meanings. By evaluation, we mean both an assessment of the quality and artistic achievement of literary works and a consideration of their social and cultural values. All three of these aspects of reading are important for an AP course in English Literature and Composition. Moreover, each of the three aspects of reading corresponds to an approach to writing about literary works. Writing to understand a literary work may involve writing response and reaction papers along with annotation, free writing, and keeping some form of a reading journal.

Writing to explain a literary work involves analysis and interpretation, and may include writing brief focused analyses on aspects of language and structure. Writing to evaluate a literary work involves making and explaining judgments about its artistry and exploring its underlying social and cultural values through analysis, interpretation, and argument.

In short, students in an AP English Literature and Composition course should read actively. The works taught in the course should require careful deliberative reading. And the approach to analyzing and interpreting them should involve students in learning how to make careful observations of textual detail, establish connections among their observations, and draw from those connections a series of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion about the work’s meaning and value.

Most of the works studied in the course should have been written originally in English, including works by African, Australian, Canadian, Indian, and West Indian authors. Some works in translation may also be included (e.g., Greek tragedies, Russian or Latin American fiction). The actual choice of works is the responsibility of the AP teacher, who should consider previous courses in the school’s curriculum. In addition, the AP teacher should insure that by the end of the course, students will have studied works by both British and American writers as well as works written from the sixteenth century to contemporary times. 

Although neither linguistic nor literary history should be the principal focus in the AP course, students should gain some awareness that the English language writer’s use has changed dramatically through history and that today it exists in many national and local varieties. They should also be aware of literary tradition and the complex ways in which imaginative literature builds upon the ideas, works, and authors of earlier times.

Writing should be an integral part of the AP English Literature and Composition course, for the AP Examination is weighted toward student writing about literature. Writing assignments should focus on the critical analysis of literature and should include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Although critical analysis should make up the bulk of student writing for the course, well-constructed creative writing assignments may help students see from the inside how literature is written. Such experiences will sharpen their understanding of what writers have accomplished and deepen their appreciation of literary artistry. The goal of both types of writing assignments is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do.

To that end, writing instruction should include attention to developing and organizing ideas in clear, coherent, and persuasive language. It should include study of the elements of style. And it should attend to matters of precision and correctness as necessary. Throughout the course, emphasis should be placed on helping students develop stylistic maturity, which, for AP English, is characterized by the following:

· A wide-ranging vocabulary used with denotative accuracy and connotative resourcefulness;

· A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordinate and coordinate constructions;

· A logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques of coherence such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis;

· A balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail; and

· An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining a consistent voice, and achieving emphasis through parallelism and antithesis.

The writing required in an AP English Literature and Composition course is thus more than a mere adjunct to the study of literature. The writing that students produce in the course reinforces their reading. Since reading and writing stimulate and support one another, they should be taught together in order to underscore both their common and their distinctive elements. It is important to distinguish among the different kinds of writing produced in an AP English Literature and Composition course. Any college-level course in which serious literature is read and studied should include numerous opportunities for students to write and rewrite. Some of this writing should be informal and exploratory, allowing students to discover what they think in the process of writing about their reading. Some of the course writing should involve research, perhaps negotiating differing critical perspectives. Much writing should involve extended discourse in which students can develop an argument or present an analysis at length. In addition, some writing assignments should encourage students to write effectively under the time constraints they encounter on essay examinations in college courses in many disciplines, including English.
COURSE TITLE: AP English Language
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: LAL614
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

PREPARATION: Language Arts 11


An AP course in English Language and Composition engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and in becoming skilled writers who com-pose for a variety of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.

The college composition course for which the AP Language and Composition course substitutes is one of the most varied in the curriculum. The course often allows students to write in a variety of forms — narrative, exploratory, expository, argumentative—and on a variety of subjects from personal experiences to public policies, from imaginative literature to popular culture. But the overarching purpose in most first-year writing courses is to enable students to write effectively and confidently in their college courses across the curriculum and in their professional and personal lives. Therefore, most composition courses emphasize the expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional communication as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any context. The AP Language and Composition course follows this emphasis. As in the college course, its purpose is to enable students to read complex texts with understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate effectively with mature readers.

College writing programs recognize that skill in writing proceeds from students’ awareness of their own composing processes: the way they explore ideas, reconsider strategies, and revise their work. This experience of the process of composing is the essence of the first-year writing course, and AP Language and Composition should emphasize this process, asking students to write essays that proceed through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers. Although these extended, revised essays cannot be part of the AP Examination, the experience of writing them will help make students more self-aware and flexible writers and thus may help their performance on the exam itself. 

Whatever form the course takes, students should write in informal as well as formal contexts to gain authority and learn to take risks in writing. Imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing, and in-class responses are all good ways of helping students become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read. As well as engaging in varied writing tasks, students should read a wide variety of prose styles from many disciplines and historical periods to gain understanding of the connections between interpretive skill in reading and writing 

The AP Language and Composition course assumes that students already understand and use standard English grammar. The intense concentration on language use in this course should enhance their ability to use grammatical conventions both appropriately and with sophistication as well as to develop stylistic maturity in their prose. Stylistic development is nurtured by emphasizing the following:

· A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively;

· A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination;

· A logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis;

· A balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and

· An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure.

When students read, they should become aware of how stylistic effects are achieved by writers’ linguistic choices. Since imaginative literature often highlights such stylistic decisions, fiction and poetry clearly have a place in the AP Language and Composition course. The main purpose of including such literature is to aid students in understanding rhetorical and linguistic choices, rather than to study literary conventions.

Because the AP course depends on the development of interpretive skills as students learn to write and read with increasing complexity and sophistication, the AP Language and Composition course is intended to be a full-year course. Teachers at schools that offer only a single semester block for AP are encouraged to advise their AP Language and Composition students to take an additional semester of advanced English in which they continue to practice the kind of writing and reading emphasized in the AP class.

Upon completing the Language and Composition course, then, students should be able to:

· Analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques;

· Apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing;

· Create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience;

· Demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity in their own writings;

· Write in a variety of genres and contexts, both formal and informal, employing appropriate conventions; and

· Move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review.

COURSE TITLE: Speech
GRADE LEVEL: 9 -12

CODE: LAS401
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The speech course is designed to Prepare students to create speeches that reflect careful thought in planning, organization, and delivery. The content includes, but is not limited to, identifying the purpose and audience for the speech; selecting the general topic and refining to a specific topic; making a statement of the thesis; selecting appropriate resources and information; outlining; creating a bibliography; selecting main points and supporting information; preparing the appropriate visual aids; modifying information for a particular audience; writing introductions and conclusions; using appropriate delivery techniques; evaluating delivery, content, and pattern of organization using specified guidelines; delivering oral or written critiques; and evaluating a speech according to established criteria. When the school elects to offer the course for 36 weeks, the second semester will focus primarily on debate. Content includes, but is not limited to, learning to appreciate the value of debating and the skills needed for it; using proper debating technique, including three types of formal debate -Lincoln-Douglas, formal college debating, and formal debating with cross-examination; writing and delivering constructive speeches, rebuttals, and cross-examinations; and researching a topic thoroughly.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in a general classroom setting or in a theatre or auditorium when available. Student activities will include, but will not be limited to, reading, viewing, and listening extensively to find the purpose for a speech or debate; researching to Identify the intended audience; practicing the development of an argumentative thesis statement; applying research skills to gain ideas and collect supporting information on the topic; creating a bibliography; drafting and finalizing the speech; delivering the speech, evaluating the student's own speech and classmates’ speeches and debates; critiquing speeches and debates orally or in writing; using AV media in critiquing speeches; and making suggestions for improvement of others’ speeches and debates. Student activities may also include participation in dramatic and/or humorous interpretation, extemporaneous speaking, impromptu speaking, and storytelling. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Students will be evaluated primarily through the appraisal of their researching, composing, and delivering of speeches and debates. Students are also evaluated on participation in class activities and discussions and on reliability and depend-ability of participation in speech events, class activities, and speech performances.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the speech course, students should be able to: 

· Recognize the various ways of organizing and verbalizing logical thought processes. 

· Participate in many kinds of speech presentations. 

· Participate in critiques that focus on distinct, effective, and correct speech.

