CITIZEN ART & VISUAL LITERACY
Teacher’s Guide for Mike Wilkins’ artwork, Preamble.

Essential Understanding: Language, literature, and the arts reflect the values and beliefs of a society and impact the transmission of culture.  

STEP ONE:

Students read Wilkins’ quote.

Students view Wilkins’ artwork, Preamble and attempt to read it.

STEP TWO:

Students receive Preamble to the Constitution as reflected in the Honors 10 Curriculum and read it while comparing it to Wilkins’ artwork.

STEP THREE:

Questions for Students
1. How does Wilkins’ artwork reflect a modern social contract?

2. How does Wilkins’ artwork address the Essential Understanding above?
Background Information on Mike Wilkins’ work:

In honor of the Constitution, artist Mike Wilkins assembled his own version of the Preamble—made from personalized license plates that he ordered from all fifty states and the District of Columbia. Corresponding with state transportation officials to learn how many letters and numbers were allowed on each plate and getting approval for each took nearly a year.  
Together, Wilkins’ colorful collection of plates uses “personalized license plate shorthand” to phonetically spell out the 52-word preamble to the U.S. Constitution.
“I liked the idea of using individual license plates from each state in the Union—[they] work together to form this bigger message.  That was the same spirit and design of the real Constitution,” explained Wilkins.
Wilkins faced some obstacles while assembling this piece.  In one case, Wilkins’ project was caught in limbo when a prison disturbance in New Mexico caused a temporary shutdown of the state’s license plate shop.  Another incident nearly tripped up his project when Wilkins requested a license plate from Minnesota that read, “un de” (the last half of “common” and the first syllable of “defense”).  Wilkins said Minnesota was one of the last states to send him a plate. 
“When I called to see what the delay was, the woman said they didn’t like to print pornographic license plates, suggesting someone might mistake it for ‘undie.’  That had never really crossed my mind.”

Wilkins did not have to purchase an automobile in every state to assemble his Fourth of July tribute.  Nor did he have to wait in 51 DMV lines.  But the process of obtaining personalized license plates from states plus the District of Columbia was almost as exhausting.  
“I went to the public library and found the mailing address for the commissioner of the Department of Motor Vehicles in each state,” Wilkins said.  “That initial inquiry usually gave me the name of a contact.  I had to keep going higher and higher until I found the right person.”  

Wilkins redrafted his composition several times in order to accommodate different states’ rules governing personalized plates and to work around plates that were already owned.

