Activity. To highlight the importance of diverse thinking, give students the “Five Names” test. Ask them to name five prominent people in each of the following categories:

1. Male Americans

2. Female Americans

3. African-Americans

4. Asian-Americans

5. Hispanic/Latino-Americans

6. Native Americans

7. Jewish Americans

8. Catholic Americans

9. Americans over 65

10. Disabled Americans

What do the results tell us about the limitations of our own thinking?
Activity: Ask students to write their own obituary. They can find examples in virtual cemeteries on the Web. For example, try www. worldgardens.com or www.cemetery.org. Encourage the students to make up a humorous means of death and set their stories far into the future so they can have lots of accomplishments to write about.

1B1. Dept. of Missing Persons letter

1B2. Maegan Goodstein’s media diary

1B3. Who really reads these papers?

Cool quote
“Were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without government, I should not hesitate for a moment to prefer the latter.” —Thomas Jefferson (before he became president)

“Even the least informed of the people have learnt that nothing in a newspaper is to be believed.” —Thomas Jefferson (after he became president)

1B4. Do you believe what journalists tell you?

1B5. Ancient Enquirer
1B6: Baghdad Bob
Some of the differences students might note include:

1) Pres. Bush did not endorse Baghdad Bob—his comments are clearly meant as sarcasm and not to be taken literally

2) One of the key sources in the story is unnamed—“a network TV insider.” 

3) The Arabiya executive may or may not exist—tabloids often invent people when the reader has no real way of checking.

Quips.

“I have always felt that whatever the divine Providence permitted to occur, I was not too proud to report.”—Charles A. Dana

“It is a newspaper’s duty to print the news and raise hell.”—William Story, Chicago Times, 1861
1B7. News Scavenger Hunt

1B8. In-class activity. Have students do a scavenger hunt in a recent issue of a newspaper.

1C1. Ten best things about being a reporter

1C2. Role play a good and bad interview for discussion purposes.

1C3. Read aloud these Funky Winkerbean comic strips and discuss what they tell us about good and bad interview techniques.

1C4. Interview checklist

1C5. Interviewer evaluation sheet. Use this as a check after each student completes his or her first interview.

1C6. Tips for improved note taking

1C7. The Ten Commandments of Journalism

1C8. Sample survey: Knowledge of Asia

1C9. Sample Gallup survey

1C10. Sample marketing survey

1C11. Journalism web search

1D1. Writing news leads

Quips.

“If a person is not talented enough to be a novelist, not smart enough to be a lawyer, and his hands are too shaky to perform operations, he becomes a journalist.”—Norman Mailer

“To a journalist, a human being is an item with skin wrapped around it.”—Fred Allen

“Half of the American people never read a newspaper. Half never vote for president. One hopes it is the same half.”—Gore Vidal
1D2. Put the story together again.

1D3. Source response sheet.

1D4. Punctuating quotations.

1D5. Using quote frames.

1D6. Bank robbery story. Use this exercise to put the students under the pressure of a real deadline.

1D7. News story evaluation. Use this form to evaluate the story students wrote in 1C16.

1D8. Using a stylebook exercise.

Note. One of the peculiarities of news style is the omission of a comma before contractions, as in: “lions, tigers and bears.” This guideline appeared in the first edition of the AP Stylebook published in 1953.

ID9. Using inclusive language.

For Fun. Be sure to warn students of the limits when using the computer’s spell check feature. Here’s a poem that might help:

An Owed to the Spelling Checker

I have a spelling checker

It came with my PC

It plane lee marks for my

    revue

Miss steaks eye can knot sea.

Eye ran this hole poem threw

    it,

Your sure reel glad two no.

Its vary polished in it’s 

   weigh,

My checker tolled me sew.
1E1. Dept. of Redundancy Dept. exercise

1E2. Editing for length: the San Francisco body.

1E3. Copyediting: Teen vandal charged in City Hall spray painting

1E4: Copyediting: Dry Creek Hunting opens

1E5. Write a headline for these stories.

Activity. Headlines should always contain a subject and verb, but they are typically short, telegraphic sentences. Ask students to rewrite several headlines from a recent paper and expand them into complete, fully elaborated sentences. Then consider which words the headline writer left out. Why? What has been gained or lost?

1E6. The year’s worst headlines

1E7. 9/11 headlines.

1E8. Head hunting. Writing headlines for feature stories.

Whoops. What went wrong with this well-meaning caption? 

“Crown Prince Nauhito and Masako Owada in the garden of the palace in Tokyo. After the wedding the royal pair will perform an ancient fertility rite.” (from The Washington Post)

1E9. Write a cutline for this photo.

2A1. First-person account, “Fear”

2A2.  Sample feature story: “Gumbuster” for discussion. Questions might include:

a) What makes this story of interest to the average reader?

b) How has the reporter used word play and humor to help make the story fun to read?

c) Aside from interviewing the subject and a security guard, what additional research has the reporter done?

Quips.

“I do not mean to be the slightest bit critical of TV newspeople, who do a superb job, considering that they operate under severe time constraints and have the intellectual depth of hamsters. But TV news can only present the “bare bones” of a story; it takes a newspaper, with its capability to present vast amounts of information, to render the story truly boring.”—Dave Barry

2B1. Sports rebus

2B2. Basketball box score

2B3. Worksheet for sports article

2B4. Problems w/numbers

2C1. Facts v. Opinions

2C2. Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down. Try your hand at writing some of these mini-torials.

Activity: Choose a news item of current interest. Ask students to write two paragraphs concerning that story, one using only facts, the other using only opinions.

Activity. Sometimes school papers are hard-pressed to get letters from their readers. As a way to prime the pump, so to speak, print a sample letter from a fictitious reader. A little humor might help too. For example:

To the editor:

    Reading the Little Hawk, I find one major flaw. You don’t have any stories covering kung fu on the USA NETWORK.

    These shows play a great role in my life as well as millions of other teenagers’ lives. The awesome action, great acting, and the plot lines compare to some of the greatest epic motion pictures . . .

2C3. Create an editorial cartoon.

Discussion. A student was suspended from school for using an obscene gesture to a teacher. Yet the First Amendment can protect rude and crude expressions under certain circumstances. Would any circumstances permit printing a four-letter word in the school paper?

3A1. The world’s worst photo. Describe all the mistakes in this photo.

3A2. The rule of thirds.

3C1. Parts of the paper.

3C2. Design terms.

3C3. Find the flaws in this front page design.

Resource: The best (and funniest) book on newspaper design is Tim Harrower’s The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook. Be sure your newsroom has a copy.

3C4. Infographics.

Oops.
Consider the following statements. Then decide whether you think they should or should not be permitted in a high school newspaper.

1. A decision by the school board to fail any student with more than ten absences was ill advised and should be reversed.

2. While blood flowed from my nose, the school nurse slowly and lazily sipped her coffee and gabbed on the telephone.

3. Shop teacher Cory Thatcher has been named “Worst Teacher” in a poll of 300 students.

4. Locking the school bathrooms to reduce vandalism is a case where the cure is worse than the disease. Our principal should open the johns!
5. Counselors at our school do not spend enough time counseling. They have too many other, unimportant things to do.

6. Our new athletic director walks around in a fog all day and doesn’t know what he’s doing.

4B1. First Amendment situations.

4B2. The missing Hazelwood articles.

Activity. Stage a mock trial to help students understand how courts balance First Amendment rights with other rights. For example, have a popular, 12-year veteran calculus teacher sue the school paper for libel after it printed an article that described him as “incapable of teaching calculus to students who have difficulty understanding the subject.” Or have a distraught father sue a daily paper after it printed a story about a divorced mom who kidnapped her son. The father claims the story might be about his missing wife and child; the paper says its reporter promised confidentiality to the source. (see Susan for handout if interested)

4C1. SPJ Code of Ethics

Too many wrongs can make you write. The Top Ten sensitive issues in high school media are:

1. Sexuality

2. Substance abuse

3. Family problems

4. Mental illness

5. Physical health

6. Legal situations

7. Racial sensitivity

8. Religion

9. Politics

10. School personnel competency

Web site. You can find Model Publications Guidelines at www.splc.org.

5A1. Self-evaluation

5B1. Staff job descriptions

5C1. Organizations to contact.

5D1. Yearbook mug shots

5E1. Taking your paper online.

New Term. Convergence is the term journalists frequently use to refer to the coming together of different media in the same newsroom, even in the same journalist. For example, one reporter might file a story for the newspaper, rewrite it for the paper’s web site, and do a voice-over on the same story for a local television station. 

