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ACCIDENTAL Pronunciation ak-si-dent-uhl
Part of Speech adjective
Definition 1 occurring unexpectedly or by chance; happening without intent or through

carelessness and often with unfortunate results
Word Used in Context
Her accidental fall from the horse caused her to sprain her wrist.
The spot of blue paint on the wall was accidental, but Emily liked the way it looked, so

she left it there.
Jake used to spill his milk a lot during lunch, but it was always accidental, and nothing he

meant to do.

ASSEMBLY Pronunciation uh-sem-blee
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 a meeting of lots of people
Word Used in Context
The ceremony was performed at five in the afternoon in front of an assembly of relatives

and friends.
The school held an assembly to honor the students who won the spelling bee.
The chorus sang the school song before the assembly started.

AUDIENCE* Pronunciation aw-dee-uhnss
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 the people who watch or listen to a performance, speech or movie
Word Used in Context
 At the end of the performance, the audience rewarded the orchestra with ten full minutes

of applause.
His audience gazed spellbound at his tricks.
When the concert was over, the audience stood up and clapped.

BACKWARD Pronunciation bak-wurd
Part of Speech adverb
Definition 1 in the opposite to the usual way
Word Used in Context
He threw the ball backward, over his shoulder.
The little boy tried to dress himself, but put his shirt on backward.
When a car is in the reverse gear, it will go backward.
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Power Vocabulary List

CHOICE* Pronunciation choiss
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 to select freely and after consideration
Word Used in Context
This election presents voters with a difficult choice because both candidates are well qualified.
“I have the choice of riding the bus or walking to work each day,” Ingrid said.
Mr. Peters gave Barney the choice to write a paper or take a final exam.

COMPLEXION Pronunciation kuhm-plek-shuhn
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 the color and look of the skin, especially that on your face
Word Used in Context
He had an olive complexion and black curly hair.
She still has very red hair and a pale complexion.
Her creamy complexion gave her a look of total innocence.

CONCENTRATE* Pronunciation kon-suhn-trate
Part of Speech verb
Definition 1 to focus your thoughts and attention on something
Word Used in Context
Larry could not concentrate on his book with all of the loud noise outside the library.
Bill had to concentrate to make sure he got all of the small pieces of the model airplane in

their correct places.
Her piano teacher told her that if she would concentrate harder, her playing would improve.

CUE Pronunciation kyoo
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 any signal to do something
Word Used in Context
The principal lifted his finger as a cue for her to begin walking to the stage.
The coach gave the pitcher a cue to throw a fastball.
Whenever the baby cried, it was a cue that his mother should prepare a bottle to feed him.
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Power Vocabulary List

FEVER* Pronunciation fee-vur
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 a body temperature that is higher than normal
Word Used in Context
At the worst point of her fever, she was shivering violently and sweating at the same time.
The temperature on the thermometer read 101.2 degrees, so he knew he had a fever.
There was a time that many people died of scarlet fever.

GALLERY Pronunciation gal-uh-ree
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 a place where paintings, sculpture, photographs, etc. are exhibited and

sometimes sold
Word Used in Context
The gallery was so crowded with artwork that even the tables and part of the floor were

covered with drawings.
The local gallery and museum displayed several of her photographs for months at a time.
Not all artists show their works in a museum or gallery.

GRADUATE Pronunciation graj-oo-ate
Part of Speech verb
Definition 1 to finish a course of study in a school and receive a diploma
Word Used in Context
When she finishes college, she will graduate with a degree in business.
At the end of the twelfth grade, students graduate from high school and receive their

diplomas.
He wants to graduate with a degree from a good school and get a great job.

HEIGHT* Pronunciation hite
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 a measurement of how high something is
Word Used in Context
His doctor told him that his height might exceed six feet.
From this height everything looked different.
The ramps were extended as the height of the pyramid increased.

IMAGINARY* Pronunciation i-maj-uh-ner-ee
Part of Speech adjective
Definition 1 existing in the imagination and not the real world
Word Used in Context
The equator is an imaginary line that divides the Earth in half.
Luther wrote this news story about an imaginary event in the future.
He moved his hands around an imaginary steering wheel and pretended to drive.
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Power Vocabulary List

POETRY Pronunciation poh-I-tree
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 writing that formulates a concentrated imaginative awareness of experi-

ence in language chosen and arranged to create a specific emotional
response through meaning, sound, and rhythm

Word Used in Context
Karl was surprised to learn that some kinds of poetry did not rhyme.
Emmet’s favorite book was a collection of poetry written by Robert Frost.
Anna liked to write poetry in her journal when she was sad, to help her explain her

feelings.

PRINCIPAL* Pronunciation prin-suh-puhl
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 the head of a public school
Word Used in Context
The principal generally has the most authority in an individual school.
Ricky was sent to the principal after misbehaving in class so many times.
The principal presented the award for perfect attendance.

PROJECT* Pronunciation proj-’ekt
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 a school assignment worked on over a period of time
Word Used in Context
Her next project was to build a small greenhouse in the backyard for tropical plants.
Emily made a terrarium for her science project.
He always seemed to be working on a new project in his workshop.

SKELETON Pronunciation skel-uh-tuhn
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 the framework of bones that supports and protects the body of an animal

with a backbone
Word Used in Context
Simone saw a dinosaur skeleton at the museum.
The teacher showed them a plastic skeleton of a dog and identified its bones.
The X-ray showed Denise what her skeleton looked like.

SKETCH* Pronunciation sketch
Part of Speech noun
Definition 1 a quick, rough drawing of something
Word Used in Context
The art teacher hung Lucy’s sketch of the beautiful old oak tree in the entrance of the

school.
Robert tried to finish the sketch of the bowl of fruit until his brother decided to eat the

grapes.
She showed her mother the quick sketch of the new addition that was being built onto her

house.
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Power Vocabulary List

TYPICAL Pronunciation tip-uh-kuhl
Part of Speech adjective
Definition 1 having traits or qualities that are normal for a type or class; conforming to

a type or class
Word Used in Context
It is typical for the temperature to drop forty degrees at night.
The climate is the average or typical weather conditions during the year for any particular

part of our planet.
Going to school, coming home and doing her homework, then eating dinner with her family

was a typical day for Marianna.

VOLUNTEER* Pronunciation vol-uhn-tihr
Part of Speech verb
Definition 1 to offer to do a job, usually without pay
Word Used in Context
His longing for more adventurous experiences led him to volunteer for several expeditions.
The teacher asked Jake to volunteer to take the new student on a tour of the school.
She made time to volunteer to help those less fortunate than she was.
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Power Vocabulary Activity

Hidden Message:

Directions: For each vocabulary word below, circle it in the letter grid above—up and down,
across, backwards or diagonally.  Going across each row starting at the top left,
place each unused letter on a blank until you reveal the hidden message.

ACCIDENTAL
ASSEMBLY
AUDIENCE

BACKWARD
CHOICE

COMPLEXION
CONCENTRATE

CUE
FEVER

GALLERY

GRADUATE
HEIGHT

IMAGINARY
POETRY

PRINCIPAL

PROJECT
SKELETON

SKETCH
TYPICAL

VOLUNTEER

G R A D U A T E C I O H C W 

H B A C K W A R D A T D O T 

C O N C E N T R A T E H E I 

P S T A C C I D E N T A L M 

R P R O J E C T U D E N H A 

I A U D I E N C E T S S E G 

N T L A C I P Y T U D Y I I 

C V O L U N T E E R I N G N 

I E C O M P L E X I O N H A 

P N G L I P O E T R Y S T R 

A C H C H C T E K S L A S Y 

L U A S S E M B L Y S P O E 

T E R Y Y Y R E L L A G D M 

X S K E L E T O N R E V E F 
 

__ __ __ __   __ __   __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __
__ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ ?   __ __ __ __ __ __ .
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Power Vocabulary Activity
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Power Vocabulary Activity

Across
 3. having traits or qualities that are normal for a type

or class; conforming to a type or class
 5. a measurement of how high something is
 8. a body temperature that is higher than normal

 10. the people who watch or listen to a performance,
speech or movie

 11. a place where paintings, sculpture,
photographies, etc. are exhibited and sometimes
sold

 14. to focus your thoughts and attention on some-
thing

 17. a school assignment worked on over a period of
time

 19. occurring unexpectedly or by chance; happening
without intent or through carelessness and often
with unfortunate results

 20. the framework of bones that supports and pro-
tects the body of an animal with a backbone

Down
 1. existing in the imagination and not the real world
 2. the color and look of the skin, especially that on

your face
 4. a meeting of lots of people
 6. to finish a course of study in a school and receive

a diploma
 7. to offer to do a job, ususally without pay
 9. the head of a public school

 12. in the opposite to the usual way

ACCIDENTAL
ASSEMBLY
AUDIENCE

BACKWARD
CHOICE

COMPLEXION
CONCENTRATE

CUE
FEVER

GALLERY

GRADUATE
HEIGHT

IMAGINARY
POETRY

PRINCIPAL

PROJECT
SKELETON

SKETCH
TYPICAL

VOLUNTEER
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Power Vocabulary Activity

Directions: For each vocabulary word in the left column, locate its definition in the right
column.  Write the number of the correct definition in the blank before the word.

      a accidental  1. to offer to do a job, ususally without pay

      a assembly  2. the people who watch or listen to a performance, speech or movie

      a audience  3. occurring unexpectedly or by chance; happening without intent or through
carelessness and often with unfortunate results

      a backward  4. the head of a public school

      a choice  5. a meeting of lots of people

      a complexion  6. a body temperature that is higher than normal

      a concentrate  7. writing that formulates a concentrated imaginative awareness of experience in
language chosen and arranged to create a specific emotional response
through meaning, sound, and rhythm

      a cue  8. the framework of bones that supports and protects the body of an animal with
a backbone

      a fever  9. a place where paintings, sculpture, photographies, etc. are exhibited and
sometimes sold

      a gallery  10. a school assignment worked on over a period of time

      a graduate  11. a quick, rough drawing of something

      a height  12. in the opposite to the usual way

      a imaginary  13. a measurement of how high something is

      a poetry  14. to focus your thoughts and attention on something

      a principal  15. existing in the imagination and not the real world

      a project  16. having traits or qualities that are normal for a type or class; conforming to a
type or class

      a skeleton  17. any signal to do something

      a sketch  18. to select freely and after consideration

      a typical  19. to finish a course of study in a school and receive a diploma

      a volunteer  20. the color and look of the skin, especially that on your face
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Power Vocabulary Assessment

Directions: Now that you have completed Bronx Masquerade, it’s time to see if you can use the
Power Vocabulary Words you learned while reading this book.  Look at each of the
sentences below and fill in the Power Vocabulary Word that would best complete
the sentence.

 1. It is            for children to be scared or nervous on their first day of school.

 2. Giving the table back its former beauty was just the kind of restoration            she loved.

 3. The child had an            friend that only he could see.

 4. The artist did the            with colored pencils and charcoal.

 5. Jill needed peace and quiet to            on her math homework.

 6. The man just happened to be standing in front of the building that was being featured on the news, so his
appearance on TV was just           .

 7. While she was sick, her            became ashen.

 8. Their teacher explained that good            was filled with vivid imagery.

 9. The coach wanted Bobby to try out for the basketball team because of his impressive           .

 10. They passed through a sort of picture            on the way to the museum shop.

 11. He was feeling very ill and had a           .

 12. The students at the assembly talked and laughed until the            came in and asked for their attention.

 13. The teacher needed a            to come to the hospital and read to some of the patients.

 14. She waited for the conductor’s            before she began playing her part in the symphony.

 15. She was a famous pianist playing a concerto before a packed            at a symphony hall.

 16. Ross shut the door without a            glance.

 17. Next year, over three hundred students will            from high school and go on to college.

 18. The neighborhood            met at the coffee shop to discuss the safety of their children.

 19. “How many bones make up my           ?” Fernando asked the doctor.

 20. “The pasta is an excellent           ,” the waitress offered as Tara examined the menu.

ACCIDENTAL
ASSEMBLY
AUDIENCE

BACKWARD
CHOICE

COMPLEXION
CONCENTRATE

CUE
FEVER

GALLERY

GRADUATE
HEIGHT

IMAGINARY
POETRY

PRINCIPAL

PROJECT
SKELETON

SKETCH
TYPICAL

VOLUNTEER


