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Standards Based Curriculum
Backwards Design Unit Plan

Teacher/Team:                          Subject/Grade Level:  Tears of a Tiger ELA Lab Room:  166

Stage I
Curriculum Standards:
E1 Reading
E1a participate in formal and informal book talks

E2 Writing
E2b evaluation of a piece of  literature or several pieces of  literature

E3 Speaking, Listening, and Viewing
E3a assessment interview by a teacher about an author or book
E3b develop and negotiate a classroom rubric
Participate in book talks and literature circles

E4 Conventions, Grammar, and Usage of the English Language
E4a demonstrate in a piece of writing the ability to manage the conventions, grammar, and usage of English so
that they aid rather than interfere with reading

E5 Literature
E5a compare the literary merits of several works of literature and evaluate the literary, cultural, and social
context of a literary work and the impact it creates upon the reader

Big Understanding:  (What do we want students to know 10 years from now?)
Choices that we make in life often have consequences that greatly and directly affect our lives as well as
the lives of others.

Guiding Questions:  (What questions will guide this unit and focus teaching and learning?)
• How do effective readers sound when they read?
• How do teenagers manage to balance an ever-increasing in complexity world as they develop into

competent, well-rounded adults?
• What skills do student need to develop in order to deal with the stress of teenage life?
• What books in relation to the central themes of teen suicide and drinking and driving are

suggested for students to read that will increase their reading skill and ability as well as their
understanding of these important issues?

• What strategies can be utilized to motivate students to read and write, especially in relation to
common issues that students of this age deal with as they progress into adulthood?
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Knowledge:  (What must students know to answer “Guiding Questions”?)
• Students must develop an understanding of the complexity of adolescence.
• Students must learn that they don’t have to face difficult situations alone.
• Students must learn coping skills to deal with taxing situations.
• Students must learn to be able to recognize signs that they or someone else need help in dealing

with depression or other difficult situations or events they encounter as they progress through
adolescence.

• Finally, students need to know who they can turn to as a source of help if they need it.

Skills:  (What must students be able to do to get the “Knowledge”?)
Prior Knowledge:

• Connect text to prior knowledge.

Subject Matter Skills:
• Participate in activities that hone established English Language Arts  communication skills of

listening, speaking, writing, and reading.

• Reflect, discuss, and evaluate writing assignments.

Technology Skills:
• Log-in
• Navigate program
• Submit work
• Find information
• Test online http://quizstar.4teaches.org

Stage II
Performance Tasks:  (What will students do to demonstrate understanding?  What tasks will they
accomplish?)

• Write utilizing the writing process (PWRR).

• Take notes on literature.

• Engage in both formal and informal presentations.

• Learn how to be an active listener (Socratic Seminar)

• Utilize technology (Inspiration and Reading Counts).

• Research EBSCO effectively (http://search.epnet.org)

• Participate in the give-and-take of the classroom learning community.
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Stage III
Learning Activities:  (What activities will prepare the learners so they will be successful on the
performance tasks?)

Before
• Utilize Things We Can Read From A-Z and Concept Ladder → Teen Suicide (Janet Allen) to build

interest in Tears of a Tiger and to generate discussion leading into the reading of the text.

• Whole group brainstorming session utilizing Inspiration software to examine what might cause a
person to take his/her own life.

• Examine Power Vocabulary List (Power V) and ensure understanding of vocabulary through group
discussion.

During
• Use Double Entry Journals to promote active reading, questioning, and summarizing through written

responses to the text.

• Facilitate a deeper understanding of the plethora of problems associated with drinking and driving by
conducting research through EBSCO. Students will then present their articles through the Socratic
Seminar instructional strategy.

After
• Share poems relating to drinking and driving (e.g The Accident; Somebody Should Have Taught Him).

Why are poems an easy way to express complicated feeling?

• Assign the Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) quiz to help monitor student understanding of the text.

• ONE-PAGER: Create poetry that reflects some aspect of the novel. The poem can be personal in nature
or it can be a response to a character or event in the novel.

• Write a letter to one of the characters in the book explaining your feelings about the events in the novel.


