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COURSE TITLE
CODE
GRD
LENGTH
TYPE

Anthropology
SSA501
  11-12
18
GE

World Geography 7
SSC101
7
36
NC

World Regions
SSC301
  9-12
36
GE

Canadian Geography
SSC302
9-12
36
GE

Puerto Rican Culture (Antilles District only)
SSC303
9-12
18
GE

US Government
SSG601
12
18
GG

AP Gov’t/Politics*
SSG612
12
36
GG

Economics
SSN401
  10-12
18
GE

Economics/Tel
SSN4010T
  10-12
18
GE

AP Macroeconomics*
SSN611
12
36
GE

AP Microeconomics*
SSN612
12
36
GE

Psychology
SSP501
  11-12
18
GE

AP Psychology*
SSP611
12
36
GE

Sociology
SSS401
  10-12
18
GE

US History 8
SSU201
8
36
NC

Puerto Rico History (Antilles District only)
SSU301
9-12
18
GE

US History 
SSU501
 11-12
36
GU

AP US History*
SSU611
 11-12
36
GU

AP US History/Tel*
SSU6110T
11-12
36
GU

German History
SSW301
  9-12
36
GE

Asian Culture
SSW302
  9-12
18
GE

Canadian History
SSW303
9-12
36
GE

World History
SSW401
  9-12
36
GE

AP World History*
SSW412
10-12
36
GE

Russian History
SSW501
  11-12
18
GE

Soviet History
SSW502
  11-12
18
GE

Street Law
SSZ303
  9-12
18
GE

US Minorities I
SSZ304
  9-12
18
GE

US Minorities II
SSZ305
  9-12
18
GE

Model United Nations
SSZ403
  9-12
18
GE

Contemporary Issues
SSZ501
  10-12
18
GE

AP European History*
SSZ611
12
36
GE

AP Comp Gov't & Pol*
SSZ613
12
36
GG

NOTE:

· When course titles are changed, students may not receive credit under both previous and new course names.

CODE:

NC = No Credit
EL = Elective
G= Graduation Requirement

GC = Computer
GD = Second Language
GE = Social Studies

GF = Fine Arts
GG = US Government
GH = Health

GL = Language Arts
GM = Mathematics
GP = Physical Education

GS = Science
GU = US History
GV = Careers
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COURSE TITLE: Anthropology
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

CODE: SSA501
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The anthropology course is designed to be a one-semester elective course offered to students in grades eleven and twelve. The course emphasizes the study of early and contemporary human beings in relation to culture and physical environment. Students study language development, social institutions, religion, the arts, physical and mental traits, and similarities and differences among cultures.  

Major Instructional Activities: The instructional activities will be provided in the classroom setting, and, when possible, in the host nation's community. Students will investigate cultures, plan and develop projects that illustrate cultural diversity of groups, make oral and written reports to explain the themes of anthropological inquiry, visit museums, libraries, and institutions that enhance the study of cultures,  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of tests using unit and chapter materials, group participation, assessment of individual projects, and oral and written reports.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the anthropology course, students should be able to: 

· Know that anthropology is the study of humankind. 

· Describe cultural diversity of the major racial groups.

· Describe some of the functions of groups.

· Explain the major themes of anthropological inquiry.

· Explain factors that contribute to cultural change.  

COURSE TITLE: World Geography 7
GRADE LEVEL: 7

CODE: SSC101
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The world geography 7 course is designed to build on the background of geographical and cultural studies presented in the fourth grade and the historical development of cultures presented in the sixth grade. Students in the seventh grade course begin to look in-depth at given regions of the world, with an emphasis on physical geography. The program is multidisciplinary, drawing from all the social sciences, with the geography of the host nation used to validate geographic concepts. The seventh grade course of study places emphasis on the following regions: North and South America; Europe; Africa, Oceania; Australia-New Zealand; and Antarctica.  

Major Instructional Activities: A variety of instructional activities will be used to expand the perspectives of the geographical and cultural studies learned in the fourth grade and the historical development of cultures learned in the sixth grade. Students will study earth movement and forms from globes; use maps and graphs to study geographic patterns; research information on major geographic regions; report orally and in writing the information interpreted through research and maps; construct maps; and assume responsibility for information received through lectures, group work, and in-class activities.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of vocabulary tests, map skills assessments, projects, essay tests, unit and chapter textbook examinations, and oral and written reports.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the world geography 7 course, students should be able to: 

· Study earth movement and forms from globes.

· Learn map characteristics and rotation devices.

· Identify and use different map projections.

· Distinguish natural and political features on maps.

· Use maps to study geographic and human patterns.

· Identify all forms of topography in a region.

· Use maps to obtain and explain information.

· Identify major geographic regions and countries.

· Use charts and graphs to interpret map information.

· Construct maps using standard notation devices.

COURSE TITLE: World Regions
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSC301
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The world regions/cultures course is designed to study other cultures so students can understand the global community in which they live. Students develop skills necessary to analyze change and continue the study of cultures and geography begun in the sixth and seventh grades. An overview of physical geographic concepts and skills is basic to this course. Its emphasis is on the cultures of the Southwest Asia (Middle East), Africa, South Asia, Central Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, and Europe. The host nation culture is studied and used as a basis of comparison.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided relative to the content of the world cultures and regions course. Students will locate major cultures in specific geographic areas, compare the development of different societies, and use geographic skills to explore physical and cultural diversity of regions.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of tests in vocabulary concept identification, comparison of cultures, and research and location skills.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the world regions/cultures course, students should be able to: 

· Define culture as the way people learn to act and behave. 

· Identify common elements of culture. 

· Locate major cultures in specific geographic areas. 

· Describe ways people interact with the environment. 

· Compare the development of different societies. 

· Compare institutions in various societies.

· Explore cultural diversity and similarity.

· Relate geographic features to societal progress. 

· Locate geographic features of a region. 

· Identify major regions, countries, and cities. 

COURSE TITLE: Canadian Geography
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSC302
COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Canadian geography course concentrates on a description of Canada's regions, industries, cultures, and physical characteristics. Specifically, the content areas covered are Canadian geology, physiography, climate, energy resources and industries, fishing resources, foreign resources and industries, agricultural industries, mineral resources and industries, commerce, trade, manufacturing, transportation links frontiers, urbanization, cultural patterns, and other aspects of social geography. Students will be encouraged to draw upon their own experience and knowledge of Canada and the world in achieving a better understanding of the course content and concepts.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will include the use of maps, graphs, charts, photographs, atlases, texts, and handouts. Students will work on research and class projects, participate in discussions and other group activities. Lectures, audiovisual presentations, and field trips or excursions will also be used.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluations will be composed of projects, essays, tests, quizzes, and formal exams. Students will be expected to interpret maps, charts, graphs, photographs, and text. Group activities will be evaluated periodically.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Canadian geography course, students should be able to:

· Understand the physical and social geography of Canada. . 

· Develop the skills and aptitudes necessary to under-stand and use the raw materials of the social studies such as graphs, maps, charts, photographs, and written documents. . 

· Develop and practice higher-order thinking skills through the study and use of various social studies materials to make clear deductions, assumptions, and conclusions about Canada.  

Antilles District Only

COURSE TITLE: Puerto Rican Culture
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSC303
COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: Puerto Rican Culture covers the history of Puerto Rico and its relationship to the rest of the Caribbean, and the United States. This course provides a general understanding of the development and events that have shaped the modern Puerto Rico since the pre-Columbian times. The course will also examine the cultural characteristics of the Puerto Rican society. Students will have an opportunity to research and evaluate present Puerto Rican economic, social, and political conditions.

COURSE TITLE: US Government
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSG601
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The United States government course is a required one semester course designed to Provide students with essential knowledge, skills, and attitudes related to the nation's government and its historical development. The students review the purpose and function of government that they studied in eighth and eleventh grade. Major emphasis is on the structure of the federal government, political responsibility and participation, and state and local government. Some attention is given to economic systems and alternative political systems. Comparison with the host nation's government is encouraged as a part of the program.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of U.S. government course. Students participate in group activities, debates, parliamentary procedures, and simulation activities that enhance learning the functions of the federal government. Visits to the host nation's governmental institutions and agencies should be made to study comparisons, similarities, and differences of governments. Oral and written reports, research, and individual projects will be required.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of essay tests, reports, assessment of participation in class discussions and group projects, and assessment of individual projects. Unit and chapter tests will be used for evaluation.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the United States government course, students should be able to: 

· Compare different political systems. 

· Explain the content of the U.S. Constitution. 

· Identify the rights guaranteed by the Amendments. 

· Describe the branches and functions of the U.S. government. 

· Describe the functions of the political parties. 

· Outline the law-making process. 

· Describe the functioning of special interest groups. 

· Examine current social, economic, and political problems. 

· Describe the role of state and local government. 

COURSE TITLE: AP Gov't/Politics
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSG612
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

A well-designed AP course in U.S. Government and Politics will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples. It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics. While there is no single approach that an AP United States Government and Politics course must follow, students should become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various behaviors and outcomes. Certain topics are usually covered in all college courses. The following is an outline of these topics that should be explored in the course.

I. Constitutional Underpinnings of United States Government

II. Political Beliefs and Behaviors

III. Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

IV. Institutions of National Government

V. Public Policy

VI. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

COURSE TITLE: Economics
GRADE LEVEL: 10 -12

CODE: SSN401
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

COURSE TITLE: Economics/Tel
GRADE LEVEL: 10 -12

CODE: SSN4010T
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The economics course is a one-semester course designed to acquaint students with the major concepts in the study of economics. Students study how scarce resources are allocated among competing demands. The production, distribution, and accumulation of wealth are discussed and analyzed. Supply and demand, business organization, money and banking, the role of the federal government, and comparisons among economic systems are major topics of study. The course is offered to the secondary student, grades ten through twelve.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be Provided that relate to the content of economics, Students plan and design budgetary graphs reflecting distribution of resources, visit banking and economic (financial institutions of the host nation, investigate marketing techniques, and make analyses of the economic systems of several societies.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of unit tests, worksheet analysis, assessment of financial program designs, oral and written reports, and assessment of individual and group projects.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the economics course, students should be able to: 

· Identify the principles of capitalism. 

· Analyze the role of the Federal Reserve System. 

· Define the purposes of economic systems. 

· Describe the role of the consumer in any society. 

· Explain the three basic economic philosophies. 

· Explain advertising techniques. Define the role of business in determining the GNP 

· Describe the terms and concepts associated with personal finances.  

COURSE TITLE: AP Macroeconomics
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSN611
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

The purpose of an AP course in Macroeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to an economic system as a whole. Such a course places particular emphasis on the study of national income and price determination, and also develops students’ familiarity with economic performance measures, economic growth, and international economics. There is no single approach that an AP Macroeconomics course is expected to follow. Whatever the approach, however, AP teachers are advised to take into account certain topics generally covered in college courses. The following are these topics included in the course.

I. Basic Economic Concepts

II. Measurement of Economic Performance

III. National Income and Price Determination

IV. Economic Growth

V. International Finance, Exchange Rates, and Balance of Payments

COURSE TITLE: AP Microeconomics
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSN612
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

The purpose of an AP course in Microeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and producers, within the larger economic system. It places primary emphasis on the nature and functions of product markets, and includes the study of factor markets and of the role of government in promoting greater efficiency and equity in the economy. The following are topics to be included in the course.

I. Basic Economic Concepts

II. The Nature and Functions of Product Markets

III. Factor Markets

IV. Efficiency, Equity, and the Role of Government

COURSE TITLE: Psychology
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

CODE: SSP501
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The psychology course is designed to be a one-semester elective course offered at the eleventh and twelfth grades. This study of the behavior of human beings focuses on physical characteristics, cognitive activity, emotional states, and social interaction.’ Students study the stages of human development, motivational theory, theories of personality, and mental wellness and illness. The process of scientific investigation is a major part of this course.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of the psychology course. Students will participate in-group activities that enhance the study of specific units, visit institutions and resource people; outline theories of behavior make case studies, and complete research for oral and written reports. Activities should include conducting interviews and participating in self-awareness and group dynamic activities.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of assessment of individual projects and case studies, unit and chapter tests, group participation, tests defining knowledge of psychological theories, and assessment of investigative procedures  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the psychology course, students should be able to: 

· Define psychology as a behavioral science. 

· Compare various schools and methods of psychology. 

· Examine the relationship between emotional and physical factors. 

· Evaluate current psychological theories. 

· Identify human stages of development. 

· Describe ways of social interaction. 

· Examine the biological basis of behavior. 

· Examine motivation and learning.

COURSE TITLE: AP Psychology
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSP611
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within psychology. They also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice.

An introductory college course in psychology is generally one semester, with some variation among colleges. An AP Psychology course need not follow any specific college course curriculum. Rather, the aim of the course is to provide the student with a learning experience equivalent to that obtained in most college introductory psychology courses.

Content Outline

Following is an outline of the major content areas covered by the AP Psychology Examination. This is a guide and is not intended as an exclusive list of topics.

I. History and Approaches

II. Research Methods

III. Biological Bases of Behavior

IV. Sensation and Perception

V. States of Consciousness

VI. Learning

VII. Cognition

VIII. Motivation and Emotion

IX. Developmental Psychology

X. Personality

XI. Testing and Individual Differences

XII. Abnormal Psychology

XIII. Treatment of Psychological Disorders

XIV. Social Psychology

COURSE TITLE: Sociology
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: SSS401
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The sociology course is designed to bean elective one-semester course for grades ten through twelve that deals with the study of the structure of society, and its groups, institutions, and cultures. Students investigate societal and cultural phenomena that influence the behavior of groups and individuals. Students study current social problems and utilize methods of sociological investigation and research.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided in the content area of sociology. Students plan, design, and develop research projects relative to the study of institutions and society Interviews, case studies, and interactions with agencies and community personnel involved in working with people should be a part of the learning activities.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of assessment of case studies, research, and group projects. Written tests and oral reports that measure comprehension of content will be used as evaluative techniques. Unit textbook activities will be used to evaluate the degree of achievement of objectives.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the sociology course, students should be able to: 

· Define sociology and its place in the behavioral sciences. 

· Describe social change and its effect on people. 

· Compare societies for variation and cultural universals. 

· Identify the basic institutions in societies. 

· Compare social stratification in different societies. 

· Examine the socialization of the individual. 

· Examine current social problems. 

· Use methods of sociological investigation and research.

COURSE TITLE: US History 8
GRADE LEVEL: 8

CODE: SSU201
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The United States History 8 course is designed to place major emphasis on the nation's history, from pre-Columbian civilizations to the Civil War and Reconstruction. Geography of the United States and social studies skills also receive emphasis. This course reviews and continues the study of U.S. history begun at the fifth grade, which emphasized the colonial development and emergence of the United States. Map skills, reading and interpreting charts and graphs, and the utilization of reference books and materials are implemented throughout the program. Influences of and relations with the host nation/state are explored during the year.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of U.S. history as the basis of information. Map skills, reading and interpreting various charts and graphs, and the utilization of reference books and materials will be implemented throughout the course. Students will participate in role-playing, group activities, formal presentations, simulation activities, documentation examinations, and teacher-organized lecture/ discussion activities. Timelines and con-structured periods of history will be developed.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will include essay tests, cause and effect examinations, projects, interpretations and reports of research, map skill tests, and assessment of participation in individual and group activities. Standardized tests for students in grade eight include items to measure achievement of objectives for U.S. history.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the United States History course, students should be able to: 

· Describe Native American societies in North America. 

· Describe European exploration of North America. 

· Describe life in colonial America. 

· Describe winning U.S. independence. Contrast confederation and sectionalism before 1865 

· Identify major U.S. geographical features. Arrange major periods in chronological order. 

· Identify important people and their contributions to the development of the U.S.

COURSE TITLE: Puerto Rican History
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSU301
COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The course in Puerto Rican history will cover the periods of history from pre-Columbian to modern times. The course will focus on the impact settlements had on the Puerto Rican culture and the current status of the commonwealth.

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities that enable students to make comparisons of Puerto Rico during specific periods of history will be emphasized. Students will examine pre-Columbian settlements and the impact of the New World on Puerto Rico, present oral and written reports, visit museums, design diagrams, and construct graphs and maps to describe migration and patterns of settlement.

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of tests on content material, group activity presentations, essay tests, cause and effect analysis, and assessment of student projects. Written and oral reports should include visual illustrations/representations.

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

· Identify common elements of culture.

· Explain the effects geography has on population and culture.

· Identify the geographical conditions humans have modified to meet their needs.

· Summarize the enduring evidence of the pre-Columbian society.

· Describe the native cultural and settlement patterns.

· Explain the concept of native heritage.

· Recognize the legacy of Spain in the New World.

· Generalize the ecological consequences of the Europeans in the New World.

· Examine how natural resources were used in the New World.

· Analyze the nature of crisis and how it affects and individual.

· Summarize the economic and social changes.

· Outline major and drastic contributions and reforms.

COURSE TITLE: US History
GRADE LEVEL: 11 -12

CODE: SSU501
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The United States history course at the eleventh grade level is designed to be a required one-year course, with emphasis on our nation's history from Reconstruction to the present. Both basic and advanced social studies skills receive emphasis. This course builds on the eighth grade U.S. history course that concentrated on the pre-Columbian period to reconstruction. The first quarter is used to review, reinforce, and expand the student's knowledge of pre-civil War United States. The remaining quarters concentrate on post-Reconstruction to the present, influences of and relations with the host nation during these periods are explored as part of the course.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities that enable students to make comparisons of the United States during specific periods of U.S. history will be emphasized. Students will examine immigration and migration in the United States, present oral and written reports, visit museums, design diagrams, and construct graphs and maps to Describe migration and patterns of settlement.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of tests on content material, group activity presentations, essay tests, cause and effect analysis, and assessment of student projects. Written and oral reports should include visual illustrations/representations. Unit and end-of-chapter tests will be used to assess student achievement of content objectives.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the United States history course, students should be able to:  

· Survey U.S. history from 1776 to 1865.

· Examine immigration and migration in the United States.

· Compare the U.S. role in both World Wars.

· Compare the post-war periods after the World Wars.

· Describe economic patterns of modern U.S. history.

· Examine modern relationships among the three branches of government.

· Describe major social movements in the U.S.

· Review treatment of minorities and women in the U.S.

· Identify current problems and national priorities.

· Identify major events of U.S. history.

COURSE TITLE: AP US History*
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

CODE: SSU611
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

COURSE TITLE: AP US History/Tel
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

CODE: SSU6110T
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials - their relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance - and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

In addition to exposing students to historical content, an AP course should also train students to analyze and interpret primary sources, including documentary material, maps, statistical tables, and pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. Students should learn to take notes from both printed materials and lectures or discussions, write essay examinations, and write analytical and research papers. They should be able to express themselves with clarity and precision and know how to cite sources and credit the phrases and ideas of others.

COURSE TITLE: German History
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSW301
COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The German History course is designed to acquaint students with the host nation's culture and values. Focus will be on the study of German history beginning with the Roman period and continuing to modern times. Contemporary German society, including geography, politics, economics, and education systems, will be examined.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities are provided in the content of German history. Students will study, research, and outline information about Germany's historical and social development. Students will explore and investigate sources for understanding the host nation's history and culture through visits to museums and other places of interest. 

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated through written tests, oral and written assignments, and contributions to the discussions in class, showing knowledge of German history and culture.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the German history course, students should be able to:

· Survey German history from the Roman period to the present. 

· Examine the making of the German nation in contrast to other European nations. 

· Identify major events of German history, leading political figures, and political leaders. 

· Analyze Germany's role in twentieth-century world affairs. 

· Identify current problems (social, economic, ecological). 

· Identify geographical regions of the host nation based on topography, locations, economics, culture, and politics 

· Participate in study trips to significant host-nation sites, 

· Participate in student exchanges.

COURSE TITLE: Asian Culture
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSW302
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Asian culture course is a one-semester course designed to study the historical and current developments that have influenced culture characteristics of China, Japan, and India. Students survey the historical development of the three major nations from pre-history to the present. In this context the students see how the historical method enables them to identify the major characteristics Asian society and how these characteristics will influence foreign affairs, economics, and demographic trends in the 21st century. The major areas of investigation include the dynastic cycle of China, the Japanese feudal system, European imperialism in India, and the Communist Revolution in China.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will focus on lectures, complemented by class discussions. Students will view filmstrips and videos dealing with Asian studies. Slides of Japan, China, and India will also be employed.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be required to complete two oral presentations during the semester. The grade will be based on tests, oral presentations, Library research, and class participation.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Asian culture course, students should be able to: 

· Outline selected cultural events and histories from the different Chinese dynasties. 

· Describe the colonization of major Asian countries, especially China. 

· Study the characteristics of the different Japanese clan periods. 

· Compare the major economic and political aspects of China and Japan. 

· Outline selected cultural events and histories of Japan. 

· Describe the modernization of Japan as compared with the colonization of China. 

· Recount the major part which nationalism played in Japan's rapid development. 

· Understand the characteristics of the different Chinese dynasties. 

· Compare the Chinese dynasties with other Asian civilizations.

COURSE TITLE: Canadian History
GRADE LEVEL: 9 -12

CODE: SSW303
COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Canadian history course is a thematic look at twentieth-century Canada. The course focuses on four major themes: citizenship, government, and law; English-French relations; Canada-U.S. relations; Canada-international relations. Specifically, the content areas covered are: Canadian political process; laws and government structures; the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms; the Conquest and early rebellions; the rise of French-Canadian nationalism and separatism; the language issue; Canada-U.S. nineteenth- century relations; Arctic sovereignty; Canada-U.S. twentieth century trade relations; Canadian culture and the U. S.; gaining independence from Great Britain; becoming a Middle Power, the ‘third option - policy; recent foreign policy. The course will emphasize the connection between past events and present reality.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will include use of texts, documents, maps, charts, photographs, political cartoons, and other materials. Students will work on research and class projects; participate in class discussions and other group activities, including simulation exercises. Lectures, audiovisual presentations, and field trips will also be used.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of projects, essays, tests, quizzes and formal exams. Students will be expected to interpret graphs, charts, texts, maps, and photographs. Activities will be evaluated periodically.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Canadian history course, students should be able to: 

· Understand Canada's political system: government and legal structures; basic-laws relationship with Great Britain, the United States, and the rest of the world in past events. 

· Understand and appreciate Canada's uniqueness, the relationship between its two founding cultures, its identity, and past events. 

· Develop skills and aptitudes necessary to understand and use the raw materials of the social studies. 

· Develop and practice higher-order thinking skills through the study and use of various social studies materials to make clear deductions, assumptions, and conclusions about Canada.

COURSE TITLE: World History
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSW401
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The world history course is designed to build on the content in the seventh and ninth grade geographical and cultural studies by studying the historical development of these cultures. The course continues the chronological study of ancient world civilizations begun in grade six. After an overview of the Early Ages, the course emphasizes the period from the Middle Ages to the contemporary world. Using the multidisciplinary approach, world history is a balanced program, not just a history of Western Europe. Attention is given to Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South America. The host nation's history and culture are used for comparison.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of the world history course. Students study, research, and outline chronologically information relative to the historical development of world cultures through visits to libraries, museums, and relevant places of interest, students explore and investigate sources for understanding the host nation's history and culture.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of vocabulary tests, essay tests, assessment of participation in-group activities, and oral and written reports. Unit and textbook chapter tests will be used to determine content achievement.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the world history course, students should be able to: 

· Describe the characteristics of the prehistoric period. 

· Compare early civilizations throughout the world. 

· Compare major economic and political revolutions. 

· Describe the Renaissance and Reformation using historical examples. 

· Outline selected national histories. 

· Describe colonialism as a national development. 

· Recount nationalism as a part of a nation's development. 

· Evaluate twentieth century world affairs. 

· Analyze the historical development of major world problems. 

· Identify major personalities of world history.

COURSE TITLE: AP World History
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSW402
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop (a) an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European history, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence, and (c) an ability to analyze and to express historical understanding in writing.

The following themes will be addressed in an AP course in European History:

1. Intellectual and Cultural History

2. Political and Diplomatic History

3. Social and Economic History

All sections of the examination reflect college programs in terms of subject matter and approach. Therefore, questions in cultural, diplomatic, economic, intellectual, political, and social history form the basis for the examination. Students are expected to demonstrate a knowledge of basic chronology and of major events and trends from approximately 1450 to the present, that is, from the High Renaissance to the very recent past. The entire chronological scope and a range of approaches are incorporated throughout the examination. In the multiple-choice section, approximately one-half of the questions deal with the period from 1450 to the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era, and one-half from the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era to the present. A number of questions may be cross-chronological or follow several other approaches. Students should also have some familiarity with those aspects of the late medieval period that have an impact on post-1450 events, but there will be no essay or multiple-choice question that will have pre-1450 material as its focus.

COURSE TITLE: Russian History
GRADE LEVEL: 11-12

CODE: SSW501
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The Russian history course is a one-semester study of Russia from the beginning of the Russian people to the foundation of the Soviet state. The major emphasis is on the Russian rulers and how their lives affected the lives of the people. In this context we see how events build to the Russian revolution. The major areas that will be explored are: Early Russia, the Kievian State, Mongol Invasions, Rise of Novgorod, Rise of Moscow, Rulers of MOSCOW from 1533-1682, and Imperial Russia from 1682-1917.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will include general content lectures and multimedia presentations of information on the topic. Students will engage in various research activities designed to complement the information gained in other ways. Audiovisual devices will be used to present a picture of pre-revolution Russia.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Students will be evaluated through a research paper, tests on the nine themes of Russian history, and participation in class discussions. A major three-page typed research paper is required. Student notebooks are also graded.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the Russian history course, students should be able to: 

· Evaluate the effects of migration movements in Russian history. 

· Analyze the historical development of Russian foreign policy. 

· Arrange the evens of Russian history in chronological order. 

· Map the growth of the Russian Empire. 

· Locate major landforms, natural resources, and climatic regions and explain their importance in Russian history. 

· Analyze the rights, responsibilities, and obligations of the Russian nobility. 

· Outline the history of political dissent in the Russian Empire. 

· Discuss the forces that shaped the development of the Russian revolution, 

· Define the role of the tsar in shaping Russian history. 

· Analyze the role of the nobility in the Russian economic system. 

COURSE TITLE: Street Law
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12

CODE: SSZ303
COURSE LENGTH: 18-36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The street law course is an elective one-semester or yearlong course designed to provide students with knowledge about law that is of practical use in their everyday lives. Students will learn how every purchase, lease, contract, marriage, divorce, crime, or traffic violation places them face-to-face with the law. Depending on the length of the course, topics will include an introduction to law and the legal system, criminal law, torts, consumer law, family law, housing, and individual rights and responsibilities. Students will study some of the current issues and controversies relating to the law and legal system. Students will learn the different methods of solving legal problems, including negotiation, mediation, and the trial process. An effort will be made to make the course relevant to students in DoDEA schools by including special lessons that compare American and the host nation's law and instruct students in the basics of the Code of Military Justice.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be participatory and emphasize the development of higher-order thinking skills. They will include student analysis and discussion of actual legal cases and problems, role-playing of commonly encountered legal situations, analysis of legal documents, applications of legal principles using brief hypothetical fact patterns, and preparation and presentation of mock trials. Small group, cooperative work and community-based student projects will also be utilized. Where possible, students will visit military courts or courts and other components of the justice system in the host nation. Host-nation law-related resource persons—including military police officers, lawyers, and others—will visit classes to Provide students with their insights into the law in action. 

Major Evaluation Techniques: Evaluation will be comprised of written tests, observation of student participation in discussions and role-playing, written and oral reports, and assessment of individual projects.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the street law course, students should be able to: 

· Identify instances in their daily lives where law is involved. 

· Recognize legal problems and explain a variety of appropriate methods that might be used to avoid or resolve them. 

· Explain the fundamental principles and values that underlie our Constitution, laws, and legal system. 

· Analyze law-related current issues and be able to state various positions taken on the issue. 

· Explain the role of lawyers, judges, ordinary citizens, and others in the legal system.

COURSE TITLE: US Minorities I
GRADE LEVEL: 9 -12

CODE: SSZ304
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: Minorities in United States Society is a sociological study of minority groups in United States history. Part A, the first semester consists of a general overview of the sociological frame-work for the study of minorities to cover such concepts as discrimination, racism, and dominant-minority relations; the “old” and “new” immigrants from Europe; Native-Americans; East Asian-Americans; and South and Southwest Asian-Americans.  The study of the historical and sociological development helps students understand the need for acceptance and assimilation of all people. 

Major Instructional Activities: Students will participate in a variety of individual and group activities: debates, discussions, oral and written presentations, cooperative learning activities, lectures, guest speakers, projects, audio-visual presentations, etc. 

Evaluative Techniques: Students will complete and be evaluated on: class assignments, individual and group projects, participation in-group activities, changes in personal attitudes toward minority groups, and appropriate testing. 

COURSE TITLE: US Minorities II
GRADE LEVEL: 9 -12

CODE: SSZ305
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: Minorities in United States Society is a sociological study of minority groups in United States history. Part A, the first semester consists of a brief review of the sociological framework for the study of minorities to cover such concepts as discrimination, racism, and dominant minority relations; African-Americans; Hispanic-Americans; minority religious groups; women; and present and future status of minority groups. Factors promoting the groups entrance to the United States, the struggle for acceptance and assimilation, and the present status of the group to include goals for the future are Discussed for each minority grouping.  

Major Instructional Activities: Students will participate in a variety of individual and group activities: debates, discussions, oral and written presentations, cooperative learning activities, lectures, guest speakers, projects, audio-visual presentations, etc.

Evaluative Techniques: Students will complete and be evaluated on: class assignments, individual and group projects, participation in-group activities, changes in personal attitudes toward minority groups, and appropriate testing. 

COURSE TITLE: ModeI United Nations
GRADE LEVEL: 9 -12

CODE: SSZ403
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The model United Nations course is designed to study the major operations and functions of the United Nations and the role of diplomacy in the organization work. The major political, economic, and cultural concerns of Asia, Africa, the Americas, Europe, and the Middle East will be studied with major emphasis on assigned countries.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will be provided using the content of the model United Nations course. Students will be assigned a country to research. They will prepare resolutions on a current problem that reflects their assigned country's political and economic goals. Debates on resolutions in model United Nations simulations will demonstrate parliamentary procedure.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will include the assessment of successful completion of class assignments, written background papers, including positions on specific topics. Students will write at least one resolution and debate it using parliamentary procedure effectively, participate in model United Nations simulations, and demonstrate the art of compromise in diplomacy.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the model United Nations course, students should be able to: 

· Use a sequence of processes that are common to problem-solving strategies. 

· Analyze political interaction among nations. 

· Explain the development of international organizations. 

· Demonstrate the procedural skills of group discussion. 

· Analyze the historical development of U.S. foreign policy.  

· Interpret information and formulate generalizations from available data, 

· Use historical data to Explain current world situations. 

· Describe role and role conflict through participation in role-playing, socio-drama, and written and oral exercises.  

COURSE TITLE: Contemporary Issues
GRADE LEVEL: 10-12

CODE: SSZ501
COURSE LENGTH: 18 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: The contemporary issues course examines contemporary world problems and problem areas. Emphasis will be placed upon the role of the United States in these areas. In preparation, the historical shaping of United States foreign policy will be studied in some detail, and a necessarily brief exposition of the history, nature, and development of communism will also be included. In addition to studying the relation-ship between the superpowers and how it got that way, “hot spots” such as the Middle East, Southeast Asia, and Latin America will be on the agenda, with primary emphasis upon the past, present, and future interests of the United States in these areas. Problems of the world such as the population explosion and its connection with worldwide environmental degradation, poverty, and famine will be analyzed. Other worldwide problems such as the nuclear arms race and its connection with the possible degradation of global population will be looked into, as well as terrorism and major environmental concerns.  

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities will consist of a global geographical review. Upon completion of the review, students will be able to locate at least fifty nations upon a blank map of the world. Later work will emphasize activities that enable the student to analyze and propose solutions to the various problem areas covered by the course. Most topics, therefore, are presented primarily as problem-solving activities, with two or more possible courses of action to be debated in class. Students will also be required to Prepare and present oral and written reports on assigned topics. A large part of instructional activity will be devoted to students working together in small study groups. The use of media resources will broaden student’ perspectives and understanding of various subject areas covered by the course. Periodically class sets of major news magazines will be used to instruct and inform the class of current events.  

Major Evaluative Techniques: Evaluation will consist of assessing the content of various worksheets, group activity presentations, individual oral and written reports, and unit tests.  

Essential Objectives: Upon completion of the con-temporary issues course, students should be able to:

· Use critical thinking skills to resolve issues. 

· Expand social consciousness. Increase knowledge of current events and their implication. 

· Relate contemporary concepts, themes, and events to historical concepts, themes, and events. 

· Analyze the effects of overpopulation on scarce resources and the environment. 

· Determine sources of global pollution and possible solutions. 

· Identify the problems of the Middle East, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean and analyze the role of the U. S., past, present, and future, in creating and/or solving these problems.

COURSE TITLE: AP European History
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSZ611
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Students are expected to demonstrate a knowledge of basic chronology and of major events and trends from approximately 1450 to the present, that is, from the High Renaissance to the very recent past. The entire chronological scope and a range of approaches are incorporated throughout the examination. In the multiple-choice section, approximately one-half of the questions deal with the period from 1450 to the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era, and one-half from the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic era to the present. A number of questions may be cross-chronological or combine several approaches. Students should also have some familiarity with those aspects of the late medieval period that have an impact on post-1450 events, but there will be no essay or multiple-choice question that will have pre-1450 material as its focus.

The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live. Without this knowledge, we would all lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the role of conflict and continuity in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.

In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of the AP program in European History are to develop (a) an understanding of some of the principal themes in modern European history, (b) an ability to analyze historical evidence, and (c) an ability to analyze and to express historical understanding in writing.
COURSE TITLE: AP Comp Gov't & Pol
GRADE LEVEL: 12

CODE: SSZ613
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

A well-designed AP course in Comparative Government and Politics will provide students with the conceptual tools necessary to develop an understanding of some of the world’s diverse political structures and practices. The course should encompass the study of both specific countries and their governments and general concepts used to interpret the political relationships and institutions found in virtually all national polities. Five countries form the core of the AP Comparative Government and Politics Examination. Four of these countries — Great Britain, France, China, and Russia/the former Soviet Union — are commonly covered in college-level introductory comparative politics courses. They are taught because they provide a foundation for developing paradigms of different types of political systems. The inclusion of a fifth developing country allows students to examine yet another source of theory building, as well as understand the political implications of different levels of economic development. For the fifth country, teachers may choose to cover India, Mexico, or Nigeria.

Comparative government and politics courses vary widely at the college level, in terms of approach, countries covered, and theoretical issues raised. However, despite diversity, certain topics are usually covered in all comparative politics courses. The following sections highlight the substantive topics on which all AP students in comparative politics will be tested.

I. The Sources of Public Authority and Political Power

II. The Relationship Between State and Society

III. The Relationships Between Citizens and States

IV. Political Institutions and Frameworks

V. Political Change

VI. The Comparative Method

