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Introduction


Each year the U.S. History End-of-Course Assessment is administered to students enrolled in U.S. History and AP U.S. History. The assessment was developed to be aligned to a priority set of DoDEA’s U.S. History content standards. The complete assessment contains a total of 45 questions. The first 40 questions are multiple-choice items, whereas questions 41-45 are constructed- response items. Items 41-43 are short-answer questions, while items 44-45 are extended- response questions. This document contains the released constructed-response items along with sample student responses from the 2004 administration of the U.S. History End-of-Course Assessment.

All student responses were sent to DoDEA Headquarters, where teachers and district staff throughout DoDEA scored the response during the last week of June 2004. Each student paper was read twice for reliability of scoring. In an event where disagreement occurred between two readers, a third reader scored the paper to reconcile the scores.

Items 41–43 require a short- answer response with possible score points of 0, 1, 2.  Items 44–45 require an extended -response with possible score points of 0, 2, 4, 6. The scoring guides included in this document detail the possible range of responses for each designated score point. The scoring guides are holistic, as they focus on the content of the item as opposed to analytic rubrics which may focus on grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling. 


We have collected actual student examples for each score point above zero from the 2004 administration. Please note some item responses are scanned images and therefore have less clarity. These student examples are meant to be shared with your U.S. History students as an instructional tool. They allow students to learn what is expected of them as well as inform them on the types of the questions on this assessment. We hope that this information will be useful to you in your U.S. History instruction. 
2004 U.S. History End-of-Course Assessment

Department of Defense Education Activity

Constructed-Response Items

Short-Answer

41. Give two examples that illustrate the peacekeeping role of the United Nations. (Standard 10)
42. List one way in which the Red Scare of the 1920s and the McCarthy Era of the 1950s are similar and one way in which they are different. (Standard 3)
43. The Interstate Highway System begun by President Eisenhower has had a dramatic impact on America’s development. List one long-term economic effect and one long-term social effect of the Interstate Highway System. (Standard 7)
Extended- Response

44. In one paragraph, briefly describe events leading to the Spanish-American War. In a second paragraph, explain the effect that war had on the foreign policy of Theodore Roosevelt. (Standard 8)
45. Describe the events leading up to the Great Depression. Then explain how the Great Depression affected the role of the federal government. (Standard 7)
41. Give two examples that illustrate the peacekeeping role of the United Nations?
Scoring Criteria:

· Students must demonstrate their knowledge of the United Nations peacekeeping role by providing two examples. 

· Each example is worth one point for a maximum of two points. A list of valid examples as opposed to sentences is acceptable. 

	Points
	Description

	2
	Response offers two valid examples that illustrate the peacekeeping role of the United Nations (UN). Examples may include but are not limited to specific historical events, conflicts, wars, and countries where UN peacekeeping efforts and/or interventions were made from the following possible responses: 

· 1991 Gulf War, 2003 Iraq & Afghanistan, Kuwait, Iran, Middle East, Africa, (Cyprus, Lebanon, Suez Canal, Golan Heights)
· Missions in Yugoslavia; Bosnia; Kosovo

· Somalia, Central African Republic, Haiti, Liberia, Guinea, Tajikistan, Central America
· Palestinian-Israeli conflict 

· Northern Ireland
· 1950 Korean War (South Korea UN assistance); Vietnam

· 1956 cease-fire against Soviet Union attacking Britain/France

· Africa

· Cyprus, Lebanon, Suez Canal, Golan Heights

· Central America; 1960’s Congo

Examples may also include general peacekeeping functions and roles that the UN provides from the possible responses below as well as any combination with the above: 
· Crisis management, Arms talks, anti-terrorism campaigns

· Humanitarian actions, conflict resolution

· Global collaboration & communications

· Information gathering

· Monitoring global relations, social & economic reform

· Casualty notification

· Protect the security of all countries both within and in between countries

· Holding free and fair elections

· Being present in a country (monitoring)


	1
	Response offers one valid example that illustrates the peacekeeping role of the United Nations (UN). Examples may include but are not limited to the possible response descriptions for a two point score.



	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.

· The UN helps other countries.


· 2 Point Response

	[image: image1.jpg]The original purpose of the United Nations was to prevent outbreaks of war
between large, powerful nations. However, as the organization continued to expand, this
mandate was expanded to include “peacekeeping” missions in smaller, poorer nations.

One of the most recent UN peacekeeping missions, that in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
was instituted in the early 1990’s in response to the genocide and ethnic violence between
ethnic Croats, ethnic Serbs, and Bosnian Muslims. The UN intervened to stop these
atrocities and bring an end to the ethnic conflicts that have plagued the country since the
breakup of Yugoslavia. The missions have been mostly successful as well. Though hatred
continues to linger and the various ethnic groups are still wary of each other, the
intervention has pacified Bosnian violence.

Another, less successful Untied Nations peacekeeping effort was that in Somalia,
around the same time as other UN peacckeepers were intervening in Bosnia. At the time,
Somalia was fighting a civil war between various feudal warlords. The soldiers came not
to stop the war, but to ensure that the UN shipments of food and other aid materials
reached the general population. The warlords in the capital, Mogadishu, seized the food
to tighten their control over the populace, while hundreds of thousands starved, they
fought a brutal war. Though the UN efforts were noble, the mission was forced out of the
country due primary to lack of support in the General Assembly.

Though the peacekeeping efforts of the United Nations have not always been
successful, they are necessary to ensure the welfare of the general population and to make
sure that the violence does not spill across the country’s borders.







· 1 Point Response

One example of the UN’s peacekeeping role would be its role in the current situation in Iraq. They are working in conjunction with the US, Britain, and other countries to form a new government and the keep the peace there in Iraq.

42. List one way in which the Red Scare of the 1920’s and the McCarthy Era of the 1950s are similar and one way in which they are different?
Scoring Criteria:

· Students must demonstrate their knowledge of the Red Scare; the McCarthy Era; as well as the ability to compare/contrast these two historical events. Listing of examples is acceptable

· Each example is worth one point for a maximum of two points. A list of valid examples as opposed to sentences is acceptable. 

	Points
	Description

	2
	Response offers two separate valid examples that include one similarity AND one difference between the Red Scare of the 1920s and the McCarthy Era of the 1950s. Examples may include but are not limited to the following possible responses:

Ways similar:

· Fear of Communism 
· Stop the spread of communist ideas in the U.S.

· Denial of constitutional rights –  (free speech, free press, due process, assumes guilt by association)

· Unsubstantiated accusations, propaganda and inaccurate info used to persuade public opinion towards anti-communism 
· Invoking fifth amendment protections is equated with admission of guilt

· Pertaining to a perceived threat to the United States from the Soviet Union:
· Both events comparable to the Salem Witch trials with respect to (communist) people being identified, interrogated, harassed, and imprisoned

· Use of media to influence attitudes 

· Both arose at the end of a World War

· Executions in both eras

· Court cases
Ways different:

· Threat was to identify Communists in government, education, and private industries, Hollywood 10 blacklists (50s); whereas threat was more so for (poor immigrant) civilians and in labor unions, labor strikes (20s)
· Sacco and Vanzetti Court case increased hostility toward non-English speaking foreigners (20s); 
· US senator leading (50s); Attorney General Palmer (20s) – Palmer raids

· Industrial revolution, Bolsheviks (20s); Cold War (50s) – with respect to how each era began
· Involved Senate hearings/investigation (50s); police action and arrests (20s)
· Agency was officially created 

· (50’s) Mccarthy—one person personified the era and in the 20’s a group led it


	1
	Response offers one valid example that includes one similarity OR one difference between the Red Scare of the 1920s and the McCarthy Era of the 1950s. Examples may include but are not limited to the possible response descriptions for a two point score.



	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.

· People were scared. (with no mention of Communism)


· 2 Point Response
	[image: image2.jpg]The Red Scare of the 1920’s and the McCarthy Era of the 1950’s are similar in
one particular aspect: the complete and utter paranoia of communist takeover. In the
Red Scare the government was suspicious of any radicals, especially socialists,
communists, ctc., and bolshevists. During the McCarthy Era, the nation was in the grip
of fear of the domino effect and watched as countries all around fell to communis. This
extreme fear of communism was a shared similarity. One way they are different though
is in the different approaches to protect against communism. During the Red Scare of the
1920’s there were Palmer Raids strongly supported and activated by Attorney General
Palmer in which people’s privacy, homes, and rights were completely disrespected. No
search warrant were involved and the people’s rights were virtually suspended.
McCarthy had a much more legal and innocent approach. While Palmer instituted raids,
McCarthy “blacklisted” people and instituted legal avenues of protection without the
extreme raids.







· 1 Point Response

	The Red Scare of the 1920s and the McCarthy Era of the 1950s both dealt with some form of Communist espionage, though the Red Scare of the 1920s dealt with Chinese citizens, and the McCarthy Era was linked to Communist supporters in the American government.


43. The Interstate Highway System begun by President Eisenhower has had a dramatic impact on America’s development. List one long-term economic effect and one long term social effect of the Interstate Highway System?
Scoring Criteria:

· Students must demonstrate their knowledge of the Interstate Highway System initiated by President Eisenhower. Students must identify one long-term economic effect and one long-term social effect of the Interstate Highway System. A list of valid effects as opposed to sentences is acceptable.

· Each example is worth one point for a maximum of two points. 

	Points
	Description

	2
	Response offers two separate valid examples that include one long-term economic effect AND one long-term social effect of the Interstate Highway System.
Examples may include but are not limited to the following (positive/negative) possible responses:
Economic effects (E)  Social effects(S)
· Encouraged growth in automobile and transportation industries, truck stops, gas stations, towing services, motels, AAA, highway patrol, bus service, etc.  (E)
· Cost tax payers a lot of money in development, tolls, & maintenance (E)
· Encouraged growth in long-distance trucking industry  (E)
· Helped to create a genuinely national domestic market with companies able to supply their products to much larger geographical areas, and less expensively – more savings to business and consumers (E)
· Increase number of automobile miles traveled per capita, thus increased fuel consumption, thus increasing oil dependency from OPEC  (E)

· It has returned more than $6 in economic productivity for each $1 it cost (E)

· Decreased dependence on trains for passenger and freight services caused losses in the railroad industry.  (E)
· Savings in gas/fuel (E)
· Encouraged workers to live greater distances from work  (suburbanization/”sleeper towns”) (S) 
· Highways are safer (S)
· Towns bypassed by highways suffered economic loss (E)
· Personal mobility & (State to State) tourism flourished; enriched the quality of life for virtually every American (S) 

· Brought families closer & farther apart at the same time (S)
· Increased independence of youth (S)
· Time savings made possible by higher speeds on interstate highways. (S)

· Build-up of the industrial complex (E)

· Development of shopping centers (E)

· Real Estate prices (E)

· Environmental clean-up, increase in cost of cars due to environmental requirements (E)

· Improvement of American defense and the preparedness of warfare (S)

· Cultural exchanges (S)

	1
	Response offers one valid example that includes one long-term economic effect OR one long-term social effect of the Interstate Highway System.
Examples may include but are not limited to the possible response descriptions for a two point score.

	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.

· Student confuse economic and social effects

· Misinterprets question with focus on automobile and not the highway system


· 2 Point Response

	[image: image3.jpg]43. The Interstate Highway System is in very many ways like the internet of the material
world. Goods are traded and shipped and information is spread and shared, it is a mainly
a system of business and economic growth. Cities and states are able to have interstate
trade and small businesses are able to prosper and grow alon gside the roads, because the
travelers and shippers of the highways are going to be in need of either food or board
along their trips, and there can be money to be made in providing those services.
Businesses grow and expand along other sections of highway and soon large corporations
are created and with them come the requirement for more jobs and therefore America
cconomically stable and secure. A long-term social effect of the highway system is that it
provides set routes for people to travel along to visit relatives and friends, for them to
make new beginnings for themselves in different areas, and for people to spread their
ideas and innovations to the rest of America.






· 1 Point Response

	One long-term economic effect of the Highway System was that automobiles became much more of a necessity and trips to different parts of the United States were more commonplace. A long-term economic effect of the highway system was that people spent more money on trips to various places and, as a result, popular vacations towns such as Orlando, FL became very large cities and the tourism industry grew to become very large.


44. In one paragraph, briefly describe the events leading to the Spanish-American War. In a second paragraph, explain the effect that war had on the foreign policy of Theodore Roosevelt?
Scoring Criteria:

· Students must demonstrate their knowledge of the Spanish-American War, and then explain in detail what effect(s) the war had on the development and/or implementation of President Theodore Roosevelt’s foreign policy.

· No partial credit given (e.g. scores 1, 3, and 5). Sum each point value to derive a total score for each response. 6 Point maximum.

	Points
	Description

	· Events leading up to Spanish-American War

	4


	Response offers 2 or more valid events that lead to the Spanish-American War.  
2 points each for each event for a maximum of 4 points

Responses may include but are not limited to the following possible responses:

· Sinking of the battleship Maine in Havana harbor. 

· De Lome letter criticizing President McKinley; 
· Jose Marti & Maximo Gomez launched Cuban revolution (1895); 
· Yellow journalism and Hearst’s comment of Remington about how to write the news stories; Cubans mistreatment sensationalized by Creelman of Weyler

· Abolition of slavery (1865) opened markets to US; 
· Second Cuban war for independence from Spain (1886); 
· Roosevelt sent fleet to Manila Bay, Philippines Feb 1898

· Imperialistic attitudes

· Admiral A.T. Mahan’s advocacy for military expansion (imperialism)

· Sanford Dole in Hawaii (overtook the Royalty in Hawaii)

· Expansion of U.S. markets

· Samoa (Tripartite treaty)

· Formation of the Rough Riders

	2
	Response offers one valid event that lead to the Spanish-American War.  Responses may include but are not limited to possible response descriptions for a four point score.

	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.

· Treaty of Paris concluded war

	· Effect of war on the foreign policy of Theodore Roosevelt

	2
	Response offers a valid explanation of how the Spanish-American War influenced President Roosevelt’s foreign policy. Responses may include but are not limited to the following possible responses:

· 1897 Roosevelt appointed to Asst. US Secretary of the Navy during War, then Vice President, Roosevelt would not become president until 1901 after McKinley’s assassination, but his knowledge of the Spanish-American war is connected to several of the changes he made during his administration including: 

· Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine; US can intervene in Latin American & international affairs – Roosevelt sets priority to make U.S. as a global force begins

· U.S. claims authority to exercise international police power

· Big Stick Diplomacy in 1904 speech to Congress; 
· Strengthened the US Navy;
· exerted military power of the US; modernize “Great White” naval fleet; 
· Cuba became a Protectorate of the U.S. via 1901 Platt Amendment – naval bases installed

· Aside from militaristic aims in establishing the U.S. as a global entity Roosevelt’s foreign policy involved economic & peace interventions:

· Involvement in Panama Canal building – opened global trade

· Treaty of Portsmouth, NH – secured peace between Russia and Japan

· Gentleman’s agreement

	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.


· 6 Point Response

	[image: image4.jpg]The events leading to the Spanish American War were plentiful evidence for
America waging war on Spain. First, the yellow journalism spread exaggerated stories of
how Cubans were mistreated by the Spanish and especially by General Weyler. These
stories gained the American sympathy for the Cubans which led the Americans to support
their country’s military action in Cuba. Second, the DeLome letters, which was the
criticism of American President McKinley by a Spanish official was not accepted by the
American public. The third reason is that the sinking of the U.S. battleship the U.S.S.
Maine off the coast of Havana was the final spark for the Spanish American War since
the blame went straight to Spain for this atrocious act.

The effect that war had on the foreign policy of Theodore Roosevelt was that
during Theodore Roosevelt’s administration, America was considered as a “police
power” in the Western Hemisphere. After intervening in Cuba, America got involved in
world affairs and was not considered a country of isolationism principles. Roosevelt
passed the Roosevelt Corollary, which was similar to the Monroe Doctrine. It stated that
America will help countries of the Western Hemisphere to pay off debts to Europe to stop
European intervention in the Western Hemisphere. This idea then gave rise to the idea of
“dollar diplomacy” which helped America gain back its money used to help countries of
the Western Hemisphere.






· 4 Point Response
	The culmination of events of leading to the Spanish-American war saw America become increasingly threatened by the Spanish government and angered by their aggressive acts. Yellow journalism greatly sensationalized the Spanish-Cuban war and frequently reported greatly embellished stories of Spanish Atrocities and colossally bloody victories in an effort to raise public interest. American landowners in Cuba were mistreated by the Spanish troops, actions which angered stateside readers; but anger turned to rage upon the mysterious explosion of the USS Maine. An explosion from the engine room ripped the American battleship apart while sitting in port, and Spanish saboteurs found the blame. America committed troops to Cuba, and land was restored to the Cubans (save for a forty-five stretch along the southern coast where the Navy constructed a re-supply base named Guantanamo Bay) after the relatively bloodless invasion wherein more soldiers died from malaria and heat than fire.


· 2 Point Response

	The Spanish-American War caused by a growing US desire to help Cuba in its war for independence and the aftermath of this war had a negative effect on the foreign policies of Theodore Roosevelt. This was caused by the federal government’s desire to see Spain lose Cuba and the public’s desire to help the Cubans suffering under Spanish Soldiers. (Although, most of these reports were sensationalized.) The US won the war and this led to a general feeling of US superiority, and also caused the foreign policy of Theodore Roosevelt to lean more towards interference in the affairs of other nations.


45. Describe the events leading up to the Great Depression. Then explain how the Great Depression affected the role of the federal government?

Scoring Criteria:

· Students must demonstrate their knowledge of the Great Depression, and then explain in detail how the Great Depression affected the role of the United States federal government.

· No partial credit given (e.g. scores 1, 3, and 5). Sum each point value to derive a total score for each response. 6 point maximum.

Point Allocation and Description Table
	Points
	Description

	· Events leading up to the Great Depression

	4

	Response offers 2 or more valid events that lead to the Great Depression  
2 points each for each event for a maximum of 4 points

Responses may include but are not limited to the following possible responses:

· 1929 crash of the Stock Market (Dow Jones loses ¼ value); investors lost money on loaned money causing high debt and low consumerism 

· Buying stock on speculation; investors overextending; borrowing money on easy credit; Gov’t kept lending rates too low; 

· Poor banking regulation; high unemployment; unequal distribution of income

· An Old and decaying industrial base- outmoded equipment made some industries less competitive

· Events leading to the Great Depression included a drought in the Midwest in the 1920s that led to reduced production of farm goods; in other areas there was a farm goods surplus (WW1 market dropped) causing high debt levels where many rural Americans lost their farms. 
· Tenant farming and sharecropping also increased. 
· The Dust Bowl forced many farmers to migrate in search of work.
· Enforcement of protective tariffs

· Overproduction 

	2
	Response offers one valid event that lead to the Great Depression.  Responses may include but are not limited to possible response descriptions for a four point score.

	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.

	· How the Great Depression affected the role of the federal government

	2
	Response offers a valid explanation of how the Great Depression affected the role of the United States federal government. The change in role should provide specific historical evidence (see below) to demonstrate student understands a change in the government’s role, however general descriptions are counted that acknowledge that as a result of the Great Depression the government began a more involved role in many social, economic, and/or political ways. Responses may include but are not limited to the following possible responses:
· Role of the Federal government changed from laissez faire to increased government involvement in many aspects of people’s lives. Many were part of President Franklin Roosevelt’s FDR’s  “New Deal” which was a direct response to the Great Depression.

· direct payment for work (CCC – Civilian Conservation Corps, WPA) to regulation of banks (FDIC) and manufacturing and employee rights (Fair Labor Standards Act, FLSA, CWA –Civil Works Administration)  
· the Farm Security Administration, which provided loans and other assistance to poor and landless farmers; 
· Federal Housing Administration FHA – created to aid personal mortgages

· AAA – Agricultural Adjustment Act – raised crop prices by lowering production

· The Soil Conservation Service, which taught farmers soil conservation techniques; 

· Tennessee Valley Authority, which provided electricity and flood control for many rural Southerners.   
· Hawley-Smoot Act – which protected American farmers and manufacturers from foreign competition

· Federal Home Loan Bank Act – lowered mortgage rates for homeowners and farmers

· National Credit Corporation and Reconstruction Finance Corporation – Hoover’s plan which enabled emergency financing to many industries 

· Creation of Federal Farm Board – help raise crop prices

· Gov’t projects to help boost economy – Boulder (Hoover) Dam, public works

· Glass-Steagall Banking Act – increased federal reserves, made it easier for banks to get money

· Federal Securities Act 1933 – the SEC, Securities and Exchange Commission created next year 

· Repealed Prohibition 

· Federal Emergency Relief Administration – direct relief to the needy

· National Industrial Recovery Act – NIRA – established fair practice codes for select industries

· Alphabet Soup

· Social Security Act

· General descriptions may include: the government created many programs, organizations, services, groups, or agencies to assist/protect the financial lives of citizens and businesses ( emphasis is on government’s reaction

· The three R’s of Roosevelt (reform, recovery and relief)



	0
	Response is missing, off topic, inaccurate or vague.

· The government helped businesses and people out – as opposed to the government help fund job opportunities and organizations that assisted businesses.


· 6 Point Response

	The 1920’s started out with a booming economy after the war had ended. However, since products were being over produced, and prices were going down, factories and farms had no use for all of it employees. Many were laid off and the unemployment rate skyrocketed. To get money, masses of people tried to invest in the stock marker. Often, they bought stock on the margin, which meant they only had to pay for a small portion of their stock. With all this fake money in the stock market, it was very unstable. In October 1929, Black Tuesday occurred and market crashed. For years and years America and other countries around the world were stricken by poverty. In 1932, Franklin Roosevelt was elected president on the basis of his plans to help America get out of the depression. His “New Deal” made plans for more government involvement and in his first 100 days in office, he and his legislature passed many laws that granted the government more power to take care of the problem. Critics said that this gave too much power to the government but FDR’s new deal did lots to help the American people out the great depression.


· 4 Point Response
	There was a chain of events that lead up to the Great Depression. In the 1920s, many Americans invested in the stock market, hoping to become wealthy. They invested into stock with companies that no value. Eventually in 1929, the stock markets crashed. Many Americans lost all of their money, because they had invested so much. In 1930 the south and the agricultural area of the United States, a drought came by which wiped out the farms. Acres of land were dry and became barren and food became scarce. Americans had no jobs and therefore, they could not earn an income to adequately support their families or themselves. They were kicked out of their homes and apartments and many lived on the streets. They had no income and to eat, they had to stand in soup and bread lines. Many people were starving. The Red Cross, which had formerly helped in WWI put a foot forward and stepped in to help. They supported people with food and care. The Great Depression had impacted the country harshly, and it could be felt everywhere. The government denied that people were starving from the depression. Many veterans from WWI had been promised by the government a bonus for their involvement in France. They rallied in the capitol city and demanded that their bonus be given to them then. Tanks were ordered to close in on the city, and troops were ordered to be ready to protect the President.


· 2 Point Response

	In the years leading up to the Great Depression, America was just coming out of the First World War and converting its economy back to a peace-time economy from a war one. Also, there was a trend of economic boost for the general masses as some people were becoming wealthier as big business was at its peak for that part of the twentieth century. During the Depression, President Franklin Roosevelt began many reform acts and commissions aimed at creating new jobs for people, and most importantly was to rebuild the American economy and to bring America out of the depression, WWII would did that well. A result of the depression, was that the government began a series of welfare programs designed to help people with economic issues, as well as establishing pay regulations.


