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Broad Repertoire
Students are assessed using a wide variety of methods that are appropriate to the learning goal.
Students are assessed using a variety of methods.
The teacher primarily uses tests to assess student understanding but occasionally uses other methods.
Testing is generally the format for assessment.

Used to Improve Performance
Students use assessment results to guide and/or measure their success as understanding develops. They are given opportunities to refine and revise their products.  
Students sometimes use assessment results to improve on aspects of their performance.
Students do not see the relationship of assessment results to their performance even when they are given a chance to refine and revise a product.
Assessment is primarily used to measure performance and give a grade.  Students do not use results to guide future performance.

Used to Demonstrate Understanding
Students’ understanding is always directly assessed.  The understanding is demonstrated in ways that allow the student to show he/she can use knowledge and skills in varied situations.
Usually students’ understanding is assessed directly by asking them to use the knowledge and skills in varied situations.
Sometimes students’ understanding is assessed directly by asking them to use the knowledge and skills in varied situations. 
Students’ understanding is indirectly assessed, with the understanding inferred by the performance on the assessment.   Assessment may test knowledge and skills but not their application.

Embedded in Instruction
Assessment is on going and frequent throughout instruction, beginning with checking to see what students already understand, assessing during instruction, and as a culminating activity.
Students are assessed during instruction and at the end of the unit and use the feedback to measure progress toward the goals.
Occasionally, assessment is used during instruction, but not usually to give students feedback on their performance.  It may be used to give the teacher information about what to do next.
Assessment is a culminating activity used to measure progress or give a grade.

Clear Criteria for Success
All students understand and have been a part of establishing the criteria for successful completion of the assignment.  
Students have a model, example or checklist that defines the teacher’s expectations and understand how it relates to the success of the assignment.
Students have a general idea of how to accomplish the assignment but are not shown an example or given a list of expectations.
Students are confused or unclear as to the criteria that will be used to judge the success of their efforts on an assignment.
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Aligned


Students are assessed in ways that show they have met the learning goal or standard.  Teachers refine and revise assessment to get more accurate assessment of student learning related to the learning goals and standards.
Students are assessed in ways that show they have met the learning goal or standard.  Teachers do not refine tests that do not give them accurate information in relation to the learning outcome or standard.
Assessment may test knowledge and skills but not understanding, leaving the teacher to infer that a student’s performance indicates they have or have not accomplished the learning goal or standard.
Assessment does not necessarily assess learning goals or standards and often may include superfluous information or skills.

Challenging and Rigorous
Students must use critical and creative thinking and problem solving skills during assessment.
Students might use some critical and creative thinking and problem solving skills during assessment.
Students rarely use critical and creative thinking and problem solving skills during assessment.
Assessment consists primarily of recall of information in formats such as matching, fill in the blank, and true/false items.

Engaging
Assessment provokes student thought and inspires curiosity, perseverance, and interest in the subject.
Assessment provokes some student thought and inspires curiosity, perseverance, and interest in the subject.
Assessment rarely provokes student thought and does not inspire curiosity, perseverance, and interest in the subject.
Students complete assessment tasks in order to be done with them.  Because the assessment is usually a culminating activity, students seldom give any thought to the subject once they have completed the task or test.

Authentic
The assessment task is a realistic task that students would encounter in the outside world.  It is a task that is relevant to the students’ current life.
The assessment task is a realistic task that students would encounter in the outside world.
The assessment task is rarely a task that students would encounter in the outside world and students see no relevancy to their current life.
Assessment is not related to any real world activity; rather appearing in a format that students would never encounter once they leave school.

Audience
An assessment performance is intended for a particular audience and meant to be public.  The task may be performed to an audience outside of the school.
An assessment performance is intended for a particular audience and meant to be public.  The task may be performed to an audience within the school.
Embedded in the task is a discussion of an audience, but often the task is never performed in front of that audience. 
Students are performing the task with no particular audience in mind.
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Teachers ask students to demonstrate understanding by:

· Communicating assessment elements and standards to students

· Stating clearly and modeling the expectations for quality and quantity of student work

· Checking for student understanding throughout the lesson

· Providing timely feedback which is accurate, constructive, substantive, specific, and equitable to students

· Acknowledging and encouraging each student’s performance and achievement

· Providing positive reinforcement for quality student products

· Using the information gained to adjust teaching

· Assessing learner progress on a continuous basis

QUESTIONING FOR UNDERSTANDING
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Teachers assure questioning for understanding by:

· Incorporating higher level thinking, both critical and creative, into the lesson

· Providing opportunities for creative thinking and creative products

· Providing every student with opportunities for active involvement and creative thinking

· Eliciting responses from volunteers and non-volunteers

· Asking carefully and clearly formulated questions

· Providing wait time, before calling on students to respond

· Using a variety of questioning and clarification techniques (e.g., factual, opinion, supportive, evidence, rephrasing) for all students

· Anticipating and appropriately responding to student misconceptions

· Using information gained to adjust teaching

· Assessing learner progress on a continuous basis

· Demonstrating sensitivity and responsiveness to the personal ideas, needs, interests, and feelings of students

· Creating a courteous, respectful classroom climate

· Promoting positive student-student, student-teacher relationships

