Fishbowl

Guidelines for Participants

Description:  Discussion in a circle while others observe and listen.

Before the Fishbowl:

· Small groups of 3-7 participants work on a problem, issue, idea, or concern.

· The small groups then each elect a representative to report to the whole group in the fishbowl.

· Members of each group prepare their representative to give their views in the fishbowl.

Tip for Facilitator:

· Provide enough chairs in the circle to accommodate a representative from each group.  Add an extra chair for any observer invited to join the fishbowl and also a chair for the facilitator.

Variation:   Instead of the facilitator inviting an observer to take the extra chair, a

                  representative may forfeit his/her chair upon request from one of the

                  observers from his group.  This eliminates the need for an extra chair.   

During the Fishbowl:

· The facilitator convenes the fishbowl.  Observers surround the circle.

· The facilitator may invite any observer to join by sitting in the empty chair in the circle.
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