Socratic Seminar

Guidelines for Participants

Before the Seminar:

· Read each text as if it was a “love letter”.  It is recommended that you read each text  no less than three times.  The first time read the text all the way through;  the second and third time read critically, spending more time on interpreting the author’s key words, grasping his/her leading propositions by dealing with the most important     sentences and understanding the author’s key arguments by finding them in, or constructing them out of a sequence of sentences.
During the Seminar:

· Refer to the text during the discussion.  You are aiming at understanding ideas, values and issues; therefore it will be important for you to make reference to a particular paragraph or sentence in making your point.
· It is perfectly permissible to “pass” when asked to contribute.

· If you are confused, there are probably others who are confused as well.  Don’t hesitate to ask for clarification.
· Maintain a focus on the point being made; make notes about ideas to which you would like to return.
· Raising your hand is not necessary; taking turns is much preferred.
· Be certain that you speak loudly enough so that everyone can hear you.
· Listen carefully.
· Talk to the other participants, not only to the leader.
· Everyone is responsible for the success of the seminar.  It is better not to participate if you are not prepared than to “muddle” through.
Tips for Seminar Leaders:

· The purpose of the Socratic Seminar is to promote dialogue and facilitate understanding.  As the seminar leader, it is important to keep this purpose in mind.  
· To maximize eye-to-eye contact, it is desirable that participants sit in a circle.
· As the seminar leader, you may need to invite reluctant individuals to participate.  Remember to respect their decision to “pass” if they so choose.
· Generally allow 30 minutes for the discussion.
“Guidelines for Socratic Seminar Participants”, T. Kline and R. Wilensky, Bolder Ideas Group.
