|, (name), do solemnly swear

(or affirm) that | will support and
defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that | will
bear true faith and allegiance to
the same; that | take this
obligation freely, without any _
mental reservation or purpose of
evasion; and that | will well and
faithfully discharge the duties of
the office on which | am about to
enter. So help me God

51).5.C. Sec. 53571




Che QOath Of Office And The Constitution

As Federal civil servants, we take an oath of office by which we swear to support
and defend the Constitution of the United States of America. The Constitution not
only establishes our system of government, it actually defines the work role for Fed-
eral employees - “to establish Justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty.”

The history of the Oath for Federal employees can be traced to the Constitution,
where Article Il includes the specific oath the President takes-to “preserve, protect,
and defend the Constitution of the United States.” Article VI requires an oath by all
other government officials from all three branches, the military, and the States. It
simply states that they “shall be bound by oath of affirmation to support the Consti-
tution.” The very first law passed by the very first Congress implemented Article VI
by setting out this simple oath in law:“l do solemnly sear or affirm (as the case may
be) that | will support the Constitution of the United States.”

The wording we use today as Executive Branch employees is now set out in chap-
ter 33 of title 5, United States Code. The wording dates to the Civil War and what
was called the Ironclad Test Oath. Starting in 1862, Congress required a two-part
oath. The first part, referred to as a “background check,” affirmed that you were not
supporting and had not supported the Confederacy. The second part addressed
future performance, that is, what you would swear to di in the future. It established
a clear, publicly sworn accountability. In 1873, Congress dropped the first part of
the Ironclad Test Oath, and in t1884 adopted the wording we use today.




