
     This has been a uear of transition for Van 
Voorhis School, as we added 250 new students and 
25 new staff memebers at the beginning of the 
school year.  This increase in size has presented us 
with many new and exciting opportunities.
     Working through our PTO, as well as 
teacher/parent communications, we brought 156 
parent volunteers into the school on a weekly basis.  
These volunteers assisted in classroom activities, 
tutored 1st-grade readers, provided popcorn for 
students and staff each week, and supported 
fundraising projects such as bookfairs, PTO Fall 
Festivals, and the Fall Ice Cream Social co-
sponsored by the school and the PTO. 
     We also joined Ireland Army Hospital in the 
Adopt-A-School Program.  Our students have 
visited the hospital on several occasions to sing 
carols, deliver Valentine’s Day cards, and present 
programs to the hospital staff for Women’s History 
Month and Black History Month.  In May, the 
hospital and school will co-sponsor a community 
health fair that is open to all Fort Knox soldiers and 
their families.  
     We combined the district’s Mastery Learning 
Initiative with our Benchmark 4.3 planning, setting 
our focus on math and science learning in grades 1 
through 3.

Principal’s Highlights

Benchmark 4.3: Increase student proficiency in math and science.

Professional Development for Van Voorhis has focused on Mastery Learning, the new 
math curriculum and text selection, as well as a school-wide discipline plan. The new 
math curriculum will continue to receive attention as we plan for professional 
development.  Teaching modules for strengthening School Improvement Plan (SIP) 
implementation will also be a focus.

Benchmark 7.1: Provide professional development structure for educators.

Focus this year was on keyboarding and word processing skills in 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
grades, in accordance with the standards set forth by the district Student Technology 
Skills Committee.  Fall and spring keyboarding tests were given to chart progress and 
to provide a database for the work of the Benchmark 3.10 committee.

Benchmark 10.8: Establish technology for teachers and administrators.

Focus of the Mastery Learning plan was tied into Benchmark 4.3.  A Mastery Learning 
Form was utilized by classroom teachers to give the Benchmark 4.3 committee data for 
end-of-year status reports and teachers feedback on how many of their students were 
achieving mastery level learning in math.  Formative science assessments for fall and 
spring were added to our database.

Goal 3: Student Achievement And Citizenship

Goal 7: Teacher Education and Professional Development

The development of a Technology Portfolio for teachers by the Benchmark 10.8 
committee allows staff members to record student instruction, as well as their own 
learning and growth in the technology area.  The establishment of "techno-buddies" 
allows teachers to share their expertise with each other when time constraints prevent 
whole-group instruction.

DoDEA Strategic Plan: School Improvement Implementation

Benchmark 3.10: Demonstrate student technological proficiency.

Goal 4: Math And Science Achievement

School Year 97/98 Priorities

School Characteristics

    PreK              138

      K                 159

      1                  146

      2                  117

      3                  106

  Grade             #

1

2

5

8

New

1-3

4-6

7-10

> 10

Years

23

Marine                   <.5%

Army                       99%

Navy                      <.5%

Air Force                <.5%

Coast Guard           <.5%

Non-US Military    <.5%

US Civilians           <.5%

Non-US Civilians   <.5%

Mobility Rate 
47% Per Year
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BA/BS 10 %

MA/MS 90 %

Doctorate 0 %

Degree         %  Teachers

Administrators 2

Classroom Teachers 25

Special Education 2

Other Professionals 10.3

Category                      FTE

Professional Staffing
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School Staff

Teacher  Education 

PK-12

K-8

K-12

Special Education

TAG

ESL
AP Courses Offered

Students Taking AP Courses

Grade 
Offered

                             
Program

     
#

       
  %

42

32

13

N/A

N/A

6%

5%

2%

N/A

Department of Defense Education Activity
Van Voorhis Elementary School  (PK-3)

1997/98 School Profile
Joseph Medley, Principal

Goal 10: Organizational Development

   Total              666

Special Programs



Van Voorhis E S
5550 Folger St.

Fort Knox, KY 40121-2707

DSN Phone:  464-5854

Commercial Phone:
(502) 624-5854

Fax Number:  (502) 624-7267

Benchmark 8.1: Implement/Evaluate Multi-Tiered School-Home Partnership.

1= traditional 2=little progress  3=visible progress  
4=much progress  5=full implementation

3.0Co-Advisors 3.5 3.5

Besides our volunteer program, the Benchmark 8.1 committee provided parents with a 
fall orientation program led by grade-level teams.  January saw parent information 
sessions provided by art, music, P.E., Reading Improvement, and Special Education 
teachers.  Plans are to expand on these offerings for the upcoming school year.

Average Ratings of SHP Progress
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75% => Proficient

Benchmark Criteria �

Notes

37%

                          is defined as the % of students who enter or withdraw 
from a school during the year relative to the enrollment.
Mobility Rate

% Participating

Math Avg Score

English Avg Score

 97

 98

 97

 98

 97

 98

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

NA

77%

78%

18.6

19.1

19.4

19.8

ACT Results
School District DDESS Nation

35%

67%

18.7

19

19.6

19.8

37%

20.6

21

20.3

20

                                              A Percentile score indicates the % of 
students nationally who scored below that score.  Quarter(s) are the 
four percentile ranges: 1-25th, 26-50th, 51-75th, and 76-99th. 

Standardized Test Results:

Benchmark 3.1

Read Lang Soc Stdy

Benchmark 4.3

Math Science
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