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Background

e DoD RMD CON-015 directed the USD(P&R) to conduct a
study to evaluate the mission of educating military
dependents.

 DoDEA currently operates or contracts with local education
agencies (LEAs) for schools on 15 CONUS installations.*

 InFY 13 (the data collected for the study):

— 25,073 students attend schools at 13 Domestic Dependent
Elementary and Secondary Schools (DDESS) installations

— 1,450 students attend schools at 3 installations served by special
arrangements

*Note: West Point is both a DDESS installation (PreK-8) and served by a

special arrangement (grades 9-12). T DEPENDENTS
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1.

The Study Considered Six Alternatives for

Military Dependent Schooling

B TN

Status quo

Transfer to LEA

Contract with LEA

Coterminous district

Individual charter
schools

Network charter
schools
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Continue to operate DDESS schools

Transfer students and facilities (if the LEA wishes to
retain them)

Contract with LEA to provide education

Establish a new LEA under state law, covering the
full installation area

Develop local charter schools under state law or
contract with an education management

organization to manage on-base schools

Contract with an education management
organization to manage on-base schools
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Assessment of Feasibility

BT T

“Yes” at all installations

1. Status quo

2. Transfer to LEA

3. Contract with LEA
4. Coterminous district

5. Individual charter schools

6. Network charter schools
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“Yes” at all installations
“Yes” at all installations
Possibly, at all but three installations

“Yes” at some installations

o

Yes,” if state law authorizes network
charter
schools
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Implementation

Some options have significant limitations and/or raise
concerns about legality or implementation.

Coterminous districts would require state cooperation,
which may be difficult to obtain and impossible in
Georgia.

Charter schools are prohibited by law or by practice in
states covering 6 of the 15 installations.

Contracting with an education management organization
(EMO) may be feasible, but there are significant
guestions about the capability and willingness of EMOs
to undertake school operation in all of the locations.
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‘ Cost Considerations

* Some of the options would require shifting significant
costs from federal agencies to states and localities.

* Transferring responsibility to states and LEAs for the
education of on-base students will require states and
some localities to provide significant funding as a
consequence of the reduced federal funding for the
education of these students.

* These large potential cost shifts highlight the importance
of the Department of Defense, the Department of
Education, states, and LEAs working closely together to
plan any transition.
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Summary of Findings

DoD currently spends about $400 million per year to operate
DoD schools in CONUS and to pay for special arrangements.

The report both provides divestiture considerations and
enumerates obstacles:

— Federal and state Law: Current statutory authority may restrict
divestiture without enabling legislation; and

— Divestiture shifts costs to ED, states, and LEAs.

LEAs in-scope may not have the capacity to assume the
mission.

Divestiture could decrease impact aid distributions, affecting
the 553,400 military-connected school-aged children

enrolled in CONUS public schools.
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