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Principal’s News
We have had a very exciting and productive first quarter. Students have done an amazing job with our new College and Career
Ready Standards for Literacy. They have been engaged in robust
conversations and are learning how to deeply analyze text.
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Please remember that the first quarter ends on October 5, 2018.
Parent-teacher conferences will be held October 18-19, 2018.
Soon, you will receive information on the time/date scheduled for
your conference. Report cards will be given to parents at the
conference. When you receive the invitation, please confirm
whether the time/date works for you. Conferences are an opportunity for the teacher to share your child’s progress towards
grade level standards. It is also an opportunity for parents to ask
questions. We truly hope you are able to attend.
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Also, please remember that we will hold an Assessment Information Night on Thursday, October 11, 2018 at 5:00 pm at Diamond Elementary School. Parents will receive their child’s Individual Student Report (ISR) for the Spring 2018 College and Career Ready Standards (CCRS) Summative Assessments administered to third-fifth grade students. The Assessment Information
Night is open to all parents to hear more information about the
assessment, even if your child did not take the assessment last
spring. Parents who are unable to attend will receive their student’s ISR in the mail following the Assessment Information Night.
I look forward to seeing you and talking with you next week at
our Assessment Night.

Upcoming Events
4th—”Coffee With The Principal”
8:30a (Multi-Purpose Room)

5th—End of Quarter 1

8th—No School (Columbus Day)
9th—No School (Teacher Work Day)

10th—No School (Teacher Training)

18th—No School (Parent/Teacher Conf.)

11th—Parent Assessment Night

19th—No School (Parent/Teacher Conf.)

11th & 25th—Popcorn Day

22nd-26th—”Stomp Out Bullying”
Week (see page 5 for more details)

17th—Fall Picture Money DUE!

24th—Fall Picture RE-TAKE DAY

Page 2 of 8

“What’s Happening In Our Neighborhood?”

Pre-K News
Pre-K completed the Beginning of the Year study and now we have started the PET Study Unit! The Grassland has
several things on our schedule for the Pet Study. The Vet on post has been asked to come out and talk to our classes, and possibly bring her horse. She would come talk to students about keeping our pets healthy, taking care of our
pets, and her job as a vet.
Lizzie the Comfort Dog will come and visit us October 1 st and we will have the MP’s to come out and bring a dog.
We are talking about pets with jobs and we will compare the two jobs and how dogs can have very different jobs. At
the end of our study we will have our Annual Pet Parade on Wednesday the 17th.
Don’t FORGET!! Wednesdays are Show & Tell for our letter of the week. Bring 1 small item to share that starts with
the letter & sound.

Kindergarten News
The high standard tide is rolling in! Kindergarten students are riding along the currents of learning! We have been
riding the waves of Rules and Routines. We are now steadying our learning surfboards on the waves of Math and Reading. While riding the Math Wave, we are
learning to identify, write, represent, and compare numbers up to 10. We are stabilizing our learning surfboards on the Reading Wave by learning about letters and
their sounds, reading comprehension skills, and fluency. Grab your surfboard and
go for a ride with us along the Diamond Elementary School current of learning success!

1st Grade News
In ELA, we learned about people who made contributions. We used text evidence in biographies to describe key details about how people contributed to their community. In Social Studies, we extended our lesson on Sequoya, a
Native American who used sounds of the Cherokee language to make an alphabet. We participated in
a Pow Wow, in which, students learned Cherokee words for hello -“WADO” and goodbye -“OSIYO” and
listened to native drum music. Some even dressed in authentic Cherokee Regalia. This event helped
us understand more about Sequoyah’s contributions and the Cherokee people.
During the month of October, we will continue our investigation of
animals in a terrarium by:
•
Identifying what animals need to live
•
Making observations
•
Recording data

2nd Grade News
Second Grade Shenanigans!
October is a splendid month to be in 2nd Grade! We continue our study of the life cycle of insects and plants. We
now get to observe mealworms, milkweed bugs, silkworms, butterflies, and growing plants, such as marigolds and
brassica plants.
In second grade, we are excited to investigate all the phases of insect and plant lifecycles, as well as increasing our
reading and math skills. We have moved to Unit 2 in our English/Languages Arts curriculum, and Unit 3 in math.
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“What’s Happening In Our Neighborhood?”

2nd Grade News (Cont’d.)
We will be focusing on Characters Facing Challenges this month, so we will be writing about our
own challenges. Random Acts of Kindness will be our theme for the rest of 2018, and we are deciding what the Final Project will look like for our class.
Stay Tuned for more exciting news from 2nd grade!

3rd Grade News
Our Crayfish are here! Third grade students are learning about crayfish anatomy, their habitats, and how and what
they eat. Students have set up their habitats and named their crayfish. Each week they have various tasks including
cleaning the habitat, monitoring water levels and cleanliness, preparing food for the crayfish, and even handling the
crayfish. The students have adapted well to our new classroom friends!
In other subjects, third grade is moving into Unit 2 in Math, which is problem solving using
addition, subtraction, and multiplication. We need to keep working on our fact fluency in
addition, subtraction, and multiplication! We will be solving multi-step word problems
using these operations. In ELA, we are moving into Unit 2 as well, which is a deep study
of how characters affect stories. By the end of the unit, we will be writing our own fables
and publishing them! In Social Studies, we will be continuing our study of government
from ELA unit 1 by diving deep into the roles and rules of government, as well as the
branches of government. Stay tuned for more information about our third grade Projectbased learning project!

4th Grade News
Fourth Grade is rocking and rolling right along!
Fourth graders have moved right into a full academic day! In math we are working on multi-digit
multiplication using various strategies. This is an exciting time of exploration with numbers. As
a grade level we are working on multiplication fluency as well. In science we are working on food
webs and food chains. In the pictures you can see 4th graders creating a food web in a woodland
ecosystem that includes terrestrial and aquatic environments. In social studies we are working
on learning how the government works. We are also looking forward to our podcast with the
Smithsonian Museum in Washington, DC over webcam next month. This should be a great learning experience! In language arts we have learned about main idea and details and well as character development throughout literature. We have been writing friendly letters as well as summaries.
We want to say a special thank you to our amazing PTO for the outstanding
book fair and reigniting the passion for reading in each and every 4th grader! We truly appreciate your countless hours of volunteer work.

5th Grade News
Fifth graders just finished Unit 1 in English/Language Arts. After learning about the U.S.
Constitution and the rights of all citizens, fifth grade will now focus on characters and
building relationships. We will focus on qualities that we can observe in people and why
we choose the friendships that we do.
In math we are now in the middle of chapter two which focuses on division. Students are
dividing with one and two digit divisors. We still need your help at home with helping
your child master their multiplication and division facts.
In science we have been learning about digestive systems in both animals and plants. We are currently nurturing caterpillars that
will soon turn into Painted Lady Butterflies.
In Social Studies we are currently learning about early civilizations such as the Incas and Aztecs. We also celebrated Constitution
Day with class projects about the constitution.
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The Gator Trait for October is RESPECT. During this month, counselors are working with students
to help them understand what Respect means through our anti-bullying lessons. Respecting others
can make the biggest difference in Together We Stomp Out Bullying. T his month students will
participate in several classroom guidance lessons on what bullying is, how to handle it, and what
to do if you see it happening. In addition, the school will participate in several national events as
follows. This year’s theme is “Together against bullying: United for kindness, acceptance, and
Diamond Elementary School
Together We Stomp-Out Bullying Month
October 2018
Monday, October 1st – Blue Shirt Day: On the first day of October every year we are asking
kids, teens and adults to participate in BLUE SHIRT DAY - WORLD DAY OF BULLYING PREVENTION by wearing a BLUE SHIRT. This year’s theme is Student Strong – standing up for one another!
Together We Stomp Out Bullying Week: October 22 – 26, 2018
National Bullying Prevention Month is a campaign in the United States founded in 2006 by PACER's
National Bullying Prevention Center. The campaign is held during the month of October and unites
communities nationwide to educate and raise awareness of bullying prevention. Initially held the
first week in October, the event was expanded in 2010 to the entire month. During TOGETHER WE
STOMP OUT BULLYING Week, we will have a different theme each day to show our school
spirit. See below for each day’s theme:
Monday, October 22nd - Wear a hat and crazy socks: Wear a hat and crazy socks to show that
we are bully free from our head to our toes!
Tuesday, October 23rd – Wear sweats and sweatshirts: Being a friend is no sweat! Use EMPATHY skills to see a situation from someone else’s point of view. Wear sweats to show you support
each other and show your empathy skills!
Wednesday, October 24th – Wear ORANGE for UNITY DAY. “Together against bullying: United for
kindness, acceptance and inclusion.” Make it ORANGE and make it end! If you care about safe
and supportive schools and communities make your color ORANGE on Unity Day. That’s the day
everyone can come together – in schools, communities, and online – and send one large ORANGE
message of support, hope, and unity to show that we are together against bullying and united for
kindness, acceptance and inclusion.
Thursday, October 25th – Wear appropriate Pajamas: Wear pajamas to show that we are putting bullying to sleep!

Friday, October 26th – Wear Favorite Team Jersey/Shirt: to show we are Teaming Up Against
Bullying and Peer Pressure! United We Stand! We Are Team Players!

October is National Bullying
Prevention Month
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Music
Ms. Becky Foster, Music Teacher
Welcome to Diamond’s Music Department!
For the next several weeks we will be exploring Orff instruments in the music department. The
Orff approach is a method of teaching children about music that engages their mind and body
through a mixture of singing, dancing, and the use of classroom instruments.
Initially, the children will be experimenting with and creating accompaniments using xylophones
and metallophones. Then we will expand into creating dances and adding percussion instruments. Playing Orff instruments is all about risk-taking and creativity so I am
excited to see the how our Diamond students will transfer their creativity into
musical pieces.

Attendance: We must work together to ensure that our students are attending school each day and receiving a
quality education. The graph below shows that our average daily attendance (as of 09/26/18) was 93.97%. We did
NOT meet our goal of 95%. Please ensure that your students are present at school and arrive on time. When students
are not in school, they are missing valuable instructional time. You can review the attendance policy on our website.
Specific requirements for attendance are addressed including what time of the day is considered tardy, full day, half
day, etc.

96.00%

95.48% ATTENDANCE
AVERAGE DAILY
94.77%

95.00%
94.34%
93.95%

94.00%

94.08%

93.97%
93.53%

Pre-K
Kindergarten
1st Grade

93.00%

2nd Grade
92.00%

3rd Grade

91.65%

4th Grade
5th Grade

91.00%

School Total
90.00%

89.00%
Average Daily Attendance
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PARENT REMINDERS
** Parent Assessment Night will be held at Diamond Elementary on
Thursday, 11-OCT, at 5:00p in the Cafeteria. All are invited to attend.
** Wednesday has been chosen as “Communication Day” to send
home communication to parents. Please be on the lookout for
school-wide and/or PTO-related correspondence!!
** When checking out students from school, please remember that
the latest you can check them out is 30 minutes PRIOR TO dismissal
(2:35p M/Tu/W/F and 1:20p Th)
** Fall Picture Day money is due on Wednesday, 17-OCT. Cash or
checks (made payable to DES PTO) are accepted. Please place ALL
money in a sealed envelope with student’s name and teacher’s
name on the front of the envelope.

