
 

Kaiserslautern High School School Advisory Committee  
Minutes 

18 Feb 20 @ 1600 @ KHS Info Center 
 

I.  ​Roll Call 
Voting Members 

Name SAC Position Present Absent 

Garrett Bruening Parent, Chair X  

Kim Buis Educator, Vice Chair X  

Josie Brenner Parent, Secretary X  

Kimberly Branch-Ceniceros Parent X  

Debbie Dyer Parent X  

Glenn Pearrow Educator X  

Ken Robinson Educator  X 

Gena Wynn Educator X  

Tad Barnes Student Representative X  

Advisors  

Jacqueline Ferguson Principal X  

Lynn Rice School Liaison Officer X  

Sarah Dorosky  X  

Guests and Other Participants 

S. A. Student X  

 
II.  ​Prior Items 
 

A. ​Facilities update:  ​ A representative that can provide an update on the facilities 
questions of the committee was invited to the meeting.  Shante Brown, is the new DSO and was 
unable to attend. These items (turning off the lights at night, renewable resources and the work 
order request for blinds or window tinting) were deferred to the next meeting in March. 
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B.  ​Drug/Alcohol/Tobacco Usage Prevention & Safety 
 

1.  ​Student Perspective on Restroom Doors and Backpacks​.  Mr. Barnes 
reported on position on the student body.  

● The overwhelming response was negative toward the ideas to remove the 
bathroom doors, no-backpack policy, or communal/cubby storage in the 
neighborhoods.  

○ A student asked whether a no-backpack rule would mean that students 
could not use a binder.  He stated that this would conflict with the 
organizational habits that are taught in AVID which utilize binders (there 
are some backpacks that function as binders that are used by students).  

● The students stated that they would accept having military working dogs being 
near them and requested that this be considered so that they can keep their 
personal belongings with them.  

● Chairman requested Dr. Ferguson provide SAC the actual text of the regulation 
concerning military working dogs interacting with students.  

● If they must choose, students prefer keeping their backpacks and use the 
seminar session for the sweeps over options that mean that they must use their 
lockers and not have backpacks.  
 
2.  ​Related Topics​. None discussed. 

 
C.  ​Continued Discussion on Recognition Program 
 

1.  Academic Awards Ceremonies: 
KHS had the 1st semester academic awards ceremonies on February 4th and 

February 6th.  
● Both ceremonies were well attended by parents.  The underclassmen ceremony 

was held in the auditorium at the Kaiserslautern Middle School.  There were 
challenges with the size of the room and seating.  The upperclassmen ceremony 
was held in the KHS gymnasium.  This location fit the attendees better but was 
less of a formal atmosphere.  Certificates were presented for the Semester Honor 
Roll, Academic Athlete Awards and for the new Raiders awards (by nomination). 

● Feedback:  Parents in the meeting stated that students made statements that 
they felt uncomfortable with the ceremony.  Some just did not like the attention 
and others felt that the ceremony was not something that was needed when in 
high school.  Last year, Administration called honor roll students down to the 
Commons space and provided certificates with much less ceremony.  Discussion 
centered around whether the academic pep rally would be a better place for the 
recognition, with just the students standing or something of that nature.  It would 
not be an event for the parents, but would be student centric.  Many parents in 
the SAC stated that this would be fine with them. 

● Changes to the honor roll awards:  Last year, students with 4.0 were awarded 
off-campus lunch privileges and all who were on the honor roll received the 
privilege of leaving for lunch 5 minutes earlier.  This semester, the off-campus 
privileges for the 4.0 were continued but the 5 min early lunch was not awarded. 
After the ceremony, students stated they had wanted the 5 minutes reward to 
continue.  In the SAC discussion, one teacher explained that it is disruptive to 
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have part of the class leave 5 minutes early.  Dr. Ferguson stated she is hoping 
to look into awards like this to be used for other programs that will help develop 
school and class spirit.  These would be programs where the classes compete 
and those that win get the awards as a group.  While these are good ideas, there 
were some in the committee that noted that some people get rewarded with the 
group that did not make any effort toward the goal.  

 
D.  Advanced Placement Score Reporting 

A parent had asked about the reporting of AP Scores by class at the January 
meeting.  

● Dr. Ferguson explained that there are reports about the level of difficulty of the 
AP classes available online that include the test pass rates.  In addition, letters 
were sent out to students with information about recommended AP courses 
based on PSAT performance.  Releasing test scores for specific KHS classes 
could be misleading when making course selections as the teachers change.  In 
the College and Career event on February 26th from 1430 to 1630 there will be a 
session on AP courses that will explain more about the best way to select 
classes for success.  

● The College and Career night event will also include representatives from local 
colleges and universities and information about dual enrollment for 11th and 12th 
grade students that would like to take college courses for credit.  Currently, 
students interested in this program must be accepted by the college, select a 
course that meets KHS curricular requirements by having it vetted by KHS, and 
arrange for the class attendance on their own.  Students/parents pay tuition as 
required by the college or university.  The process is lengthy and the complexity 
probably deters students from taking advantage of the opportunity.  

● Chairman recommended that if a formal ‘dual-enrollment’ program is not ready 
for the 2020-2021 school year, that Counselors provide students a ‘how to’ guide 
to help interested students pursue college credit.  Such a guide would include 
historically approved classes and a discussion of options locally available.  

 
III.  ​New Items 
 

A.  ​None. 
 
IV.  ​Reports 
 

A. ​Transportation Subcommittee​ (Ms. Buis) 
 

1. The team has looked at the vast distribution of students in KHS.  Busses serve 
700 students, for families associated with three bases that are 24 miles apart and live in over 
100 villages.  The DODEA guidance for student transportation is that the pick up and drop off 
should not be more than one mile from the student’s residence.  The late bus drop offs at 
Landstuhl and Sembach do not meet this guidance.  

2.  Goals of the committee are to help arrange late bus drop offs that are closer 
to home to encourage student participation in after school activities and tutoring and to provide 
a transportation option to Ramstein Air Base Kaiserslautern Military Community Center to 
facilitate student employment.  
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3.  Sub-committee considering surveying students and parents to measure the 
interest/need for this transportation support. 
 

B.  ​Principal ​(Dr. Ferguson):  
 

1. Dr. Ferguson shared a presentation on​ “Active and Authentic Learning for 
Generation Z: 21st Century High Schools”​ (attached) where she discussed different educational 
models that would best fit the needs of the students while optimizing use of KHS’s unique, 
neighborhood design.  She is asking for feedback from the committee at the next meeting. 

 
C.  ​School Liaison Officer​ (Ms. Rice) 
 

1. No information to pass. 
 

D.  ​Student ​(Mr. Barnes) 
 

1. Working on many school events but no other items to pass to the SAC. 
 
V.  ​Review of Calendar​.  

 
A.  ​Remaining Meetings at 1600 at KHS Information Center​: 17 Mar 20, 21 Apr 20, 

and 19 May 20. 
 

B.  ​School Advisory Board (SAB) Meetings at 1600 at KMS Library​: 24 Mar 20 & 26 
May 20. 
 
VI.  ​Read Back of Taskers Arising from this Meeting 

A.  Dr. Ferguson requests Ms. Brown attend the March meeting to discuss facilities.  
B.  Dr. Ferguson provide text of regulation concerning military working dogs and 

students. 
C.  Transportation subcommittee will consider a survey to assess community 

interest/planned utilization for added transportation support. 
D.  SAC will need to start preparing the end of the year report which is due June 1, 2020. 

Dr. Ferguson will send a copy of previous versions of this document to Lt Col Bruening and Ms. 
Brenner so that they can get started. 

E.  SAC members to review the options offered by Dr. Ferguson in her presentation in 
order to provide comment/feedback at the next meeting. 
 
VII.​  Announcements: None. 
 
VIII.  ​Adjournment: 1700 
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