
 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION  BRANCH       

Revised 28 May 2015 
MEMORANDUM FOR INCOMING SPONSORS 
 
SUBJECT: SPONSOR’S ACKNOWLEGEMENT OF THE OFF-BASE SCHOOL BUS COMMUTING 
AREA 
 
REFERENCE: DoD Regulation 4500.36-R Chapter 6 Section 3 
 

1. Welcome to Misawa, a great place to raise your family! School bus transportation is provided to 
DoDEA schools within a limited area in close proximity to Misawa Air Base. 

 
2. You are urged to verify a house’s proximity to the commuting zone and bus stops BEFORE 

entering into any lease. Maps are available at the Housing Management Office. The Student 
Transportation Office is happy to advise you of bus stop options. Please call 226-9119 or email to 
Misawa. STO@pac.dodea.edu with the house number(s) which you are considering. 
 

3. Established bus routes and stops are not changed to accommodate individual preferences. No 
transportation is provided to non-DoDEA schools. 

 
4. The off-base commuting area is illustrated by the map on the reverse of this page. The 

commuting area is that area which is: 
 

a. South of the base and abandoned base railroad spur 
b. East of the active railroad line 
c. West of the “Tobu Kamikita Koiki Nodo” road 
d. North of the Hwy 10 and toll road interchange and Kibi Shrine 
e. Within one mile walking distance of an existing bus stop IAW the above cited regulation. 

 
5. Students residing within the zone may be obliged to walk up to 1 mile (elementary school) or 1.5 

miles (middle and high school) to a bus stop. 
 

6. You are required by the above cited regulation to certify the following statement. A copy of this 
certification will be kept on file at the Housing Referral Office for the length of your tour and any 
extensions. 

 
7. “I have been advised of the Misawa area school bus commuting service area. I understand that if I 

obtain housing outside of the existing commuting area, then the transportation of my dependant 
children to school or to an existing bus stop within the commuting area is the sponsor’s 
responsibility.”  
 
________________________________________ ______________________ 
 (Sponsor’s Signature)     (Date) 
________________________________________ 
 (Sponsor’s Printed Name) 
       

CC:  Sponsor 
 HMO 
 DoDEA STO 

 
DoDEA-PACIFIC JAPAN DISTRICT 

MISAWA COMPLEX 
(STUDENT) TRANSPORTATION OFFICE  

UNIT 5038 
APO AP 963I9 
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Updated May 2017. Call the Student TransportationOffice 226-9119 for details.
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