
 
 

      

 February 2021 Tarawa Terrace Tiger Tales  Page 1 of 6 
   

 

 

February 2021 Tarawa Terrace Tiger Tales 
 

  
84 Iwo Jima Blvd Tarawa Terrace, NC 28543 
Leigh.Kapiko@DODEA.EDU 
www.dodea.edu/TarawaTerraceES/ T: 910-450-1635 
 

  

 
             

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

                                   

 

  Upcoming Events February 

 
 3 Early Release Day 

 
 10 Early Release Day 

 
 11 100th Day of School  

 
 12 Prof. Learning Day  

             No School for Students 
 
 15 President’s Day  

No school for students or Staff 
 
 17 Early Release Day 

 
 24 Early Release Day 

 

 
 

https://www.dodea.edu/Taraw
aTerraceES/meals.cfm 

  
The link listed above will give 
you access to the monthly 

lunch/ breakfast menu, free/ 
reduced lunch application, 

and to the online meal prepay 
site! 

Tiger Families,  
It is hard to believe that we are already in February. While these times remain 
uncertain there is one thing that we are certain of and that is the appreciation 
that we have for you as vigilant parents and the dedication to excellent 
instruction from our staff. Please continue to review the COVID-19 
prescreening form each morning before your child departs for school. Also, if 
your child is sick please keep them at home until they are feeling better. 
As the weather continues to be cold, it is important that your student wears 
the proper attire to stay warm.  The potential for inclement winter weather is 
always a possibility. Therefore, it is important that we have your updated 
contact information on file. If any of your contact information has changed, 
please let the front office staff know so that we can update our records 
accordingly.  
 
Communication is an area that we strive to excel in at TTES. One way that you 
can be up to date about the wonderful things happening at TTES is by joining 
the school Facebook page “DoDEA Tarawa Terrace ES”. Our Facebook page 
contains great things that are occurring at school as well as other important 
information. We host virtual coffee chat session on our Facebook page which 
provide a great opportunity for you to be aware of the great things 
happening at TTES. 
 
While we are on the topic of communication, we want to remind you that we 
have an open door policy if you ever need to talk to either of us. You may 
reach us via phone by calling the school directly or via the email addresses 
below.  We work diligently to return all phone calls and email messages within 
24 hours. 
 
leigh.kapiko@dodea.edu  
james.m.brown@dodea.edu   
                                        
Thank you for continually supporting your child and helping make TTES an 
amazing place.  We hope that your families stay well in the days ahead.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Leigh Anne Daniel-Faulkner, Principal  

 
James Brown, Assistant Principal 

 
Terence Walton, Administrative Officer 

 

https://www.dodea.edu/TarawaTerraceES/meals.cfm
https://www.dodea.edu/TarawaTerraceES/meals.cfm
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Information Center (Library)  

 

Who loves to read???  I DO!!  And the month of February is a great time to prepare for our Read 
Across America (RAA) Celebration coming up the first week of March!  
 
RAA is celebrated each year in honor of children’s author Dr. Seuss!  Join us the week of March 1-5, 
2021 as we highlight the importance of reading in our lives!  Daily events and two contests!  One is 
an Art Contest and the other is a Virtual Library Scavenger Hunt! Happy Reading!  
Check out the TTES Virtual Library!  The scavenger hunt for the RAA contest has questions that you 
will find answers to on this site. 
 
https://sites.google.com/student.dodea.edu/ttes-library/home 
More information coming out soon! 

Information Specialist 

 

                                      Reading Tip for Parents: Building Vocabulary 

Vocabulary plays a significant role in the reading process and to a reader's comprehension. A reader cannot understand a 
text without knowing what most of the words mean.  Students learn the meanings of most words indirectly, through 
everyday experiences with oral and written language. 

Here’s what you can do to support your child in building vocabulary: 

• Engage your child in conversations every day. If possible, include new and interesting words in your conversation. 
• Read to your child each day. When the book contains a new or interesting word, pause and define the word for 

your child. After you're done reading, engage your child in a conversation about the book. Choose books that are 
above your child’s reading level, since you will be reading to your child. This is a great way to introduce new words in 
a nonthreatening way.  

• Help build word knowledge by classifying and grouping objects or pictures while naming them.  
• Help build your child's understanding of language by playing verbal games and telling jokes and stories. 
• Encourage your child to read on his own. The more children read, the more words they encounter and learn. 

Here is a fun game that develops new vocabulary. Try it! 

Hot Potato (version 1) – Play hot potato with synonyms.  Choose a word, and then your child has to think of another word 
that means the same thing.  Take turns until someone is stumped.  For example, you may say, “Cold,” and your child might 
say “Freezing.” Then you could say “Chilly,” and so on. Try the game again with antonyms. 

Hot Potato (version 2) – Play hot potato with categories.  For younger children, the categories can be simple: pets, clothes, 
family members.  For older children, the categories can be quite complex: the Revolutionary War, astronomy, and math 
terms. 
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National Guard and Reserve families sometimes have trouble accessing support services 
from military installations. During deployments, these families may lose income when their 
military member leaves a civilian job to accept a military position overseas. The loss of 
income and lack of resources can create gaps that are hard on families. Our Military Kids fills 
these gaps with a simple grant program that pays for their children’s activities. 

2019-2020 IMPACT REPORT 

"Since our founding in 2004, we have provided more than 71,000 grants totaling over 
$28,000,000. Through it all, we have maintained a laser focus on efficient use of our donors’ 
funds resulting in consistent Charity Navigator 4-star ratings and GuideStar’s highest platinum 
rating. Eighty-two percent of every dollar goes directly to grants for military kids." 

HOW IT WORKS 

 STEP 1 

Make sure your child meets the program requirements.  

Select your activity and submit your documents. 

 STEP 2 

An award packet with several tokens of appreciation is sent to your child’s home and will 
include a check made out to the chosen organization. Your child will also receive a letter 
letting them know how grateful we are for their sacrifice. 

 STEP 3 

The child participates in the grant activity and has fun doing something they love. Each child 
also receives a “Thank You” postcard to send to the donor who paid for their grant. This is a 
great opportunity for the kids to reach out and show their gratitude to the people who 
support our program. 

 

For more information please visit https://www.ourmilitarykids.org/ 
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