MackinVIA
eBooks

MackinVIA is a website with many resources for which DoDEA is paying, in three categories: e-
books, databases, and audio books. This paper focuses on the e-books, and it is just the bare
bones.

To get to MackinVIA, open Chrome. (For some reason, this site just doesn’t work well with
Internet Explorer).

- Go to www.mackinvia.com
- Find VanVoorhis Elementary School in the drop-down menu.
- Log in. Teachers will provide students with the username and password.
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Notice that there is a “Help” button at the top right. If you click on that you will find four
training videos as well as some Frequently Asked Questions.

What is showing right now is “eBooks”. It lists the 2,400+ e-books that we have here at
Van Voorhis, in alphabetical order by title.

Notice that there is a menu on the left side. You can click on the purple bar that says
“Categories” and you will get an array of buttons, each with a different subject area. If you
click on one of the category buttons you get a number of books on that topic.
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WARNING: Some of the books are blocked by Chrome
because they are pop-up windows. Just click on the little bar
at top right that says “pop up blocked,” and then click on the Guided Reading
URL that was blocked and it will open. Language
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OPENING A BOOK
Click on one of the titles. | chose The Action of Subtraction.



When you click on the title, a page with more information about the book will open, and some

options on a menu at the top right.
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Select “Open Now” and the book will open.
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The books are from several different systems, so they will not all be in the same format when
the book is open. Look at this particular book to see one example. There are arrows about
halfway down that allow you to turn pages forward or back as you read it.

by Brian F, Cleary
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Down at the bottom are some buttons:

--The first button is “Book Info.” It shows brief information about the book — title, author,
publisher, date, length, and annotation.

--The second is Table of Contents.

--The third is thumbnail pictures of the pages.

--The fourth (the arrow) is Read Me. Not all books have this function, but those that do will be
read aloud to the user when this button is pushed. (This particular book doesn’t have that
function).

--The fifth (open book) switches between single-page and double-page view.

--The sixth makes the image larger, but it doesn’t seem that one is able to move around the
image, only to see whatever happens to pop up.

--The seventh darkens the picture (click once for a little darker, twice for very dark indeed, and
a third time to return to the original image).

--The eighth button (printer) prints a single page in grayscale.
--The ninth switches to full screen.

--The tenth zooms in and the eleventh zooms out.



Here’s another kind of book — a Sesame Street book, 1 2 3. This is displayed through the
Sesame Street eBooks reader.
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These controls are labeled. “Play mode” gives the choice of turning pages manually or

automatically. Words are highlighted as they are read aloud to the student.
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Addy has worn hearing aids for as long as she can remember. Author: Debby
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in grade six, she wants to be special for what she's done. When

. Addy joins the school running club to keep her best friend, Lucy.
company, she discovers she is a gifted runner. Lucy isn't, which is
problematic. Further troubles surface when Addy gets paired on
a school project with Sierra, a smart. self-assured new classmate
& who wears a cochlear implant. Addy is surprised to discover

o hearing loss is all they have in common—and a shared disability
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The second kind of “Tumblebooks” book is the picture book. When you open it, you can have
the book read to you (the sentence that is being read is highlighted) or you can turn off the
sound and read it yourself. You can choose to have the pages turn automatically or manually.
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‘ When Lizzg threw her ball, it flew up and up,

' over the fence at the end of Hanna's yard.
“Hal” Lizzy said, “I bet you can't throw yours that far.”

“Oh yes | can,” said Hanna. She took a deep breath
and threw as hard as she could.

Bonus: There are books in several languages:
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