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AAPPL World Language Assessment

 A web-based performance assessment of standards-based language learning as 
defined by the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages and DODEA’s 
adopted World Language standards.  

 Provides evidence of a language learner’s proficiency level. 

 Provides actionable information to the learner, the teacher, and other 
stakeholders regarding language performance.



Acronyms

ACTFL:  American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

 Organization dedicated to the improvement and expansion of the teaching and 
learning of all languages 

AAPPL:  ACTFL Assessment of Performance Toward Proficiency in Language

 Proficiency: the ability to use language in real world situations

 Performance: the ability to use language that has been learned and practiced in an 
instructional setting 



AAPPL Participants

 Middle School and High School students enrolled in Level II and Level IV 
world language courses

 Students enrolled in a Level II world language course were assessed using 
FORM A, addressing Novice and Intermediate Proficiency range. 

 Students enrolled in a Level IV world language course were assessed using 
FORM B, addressing Intermediate to Advanced Low proficiency range.

 Available in  Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Korean, Spanish, Italian, 
Japanese, Turkish* languages



AAPPL Modes of Communication

The AAPPL assesses the following modes of communication

Interpersonal Listening/Speaking (ILS)
Interpretive Listening (IL)
Interpretive Reading (IR)
Presentational Writing (PW)

*Turkish assessment components will be Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) and Writing 
Proficiency Test (WPT).  



Reporting – Proficiency Levels

Scores are based on the ACTFL Performance Descriptors for Language Learners.  
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-performance-descriptors-
language-learners

AAPPL results are reported in terms of three proficiency levels 
 Novice
 Intermediate
 Advanced. 

 Students in Level II world language courses completed the Form A tests where scores 
may range from N-1 through I-4. 

 Students in Level IV world language courses completed the Form B tests where scores 
may range from N-4 to A-1. 

https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-performance-descriptors-language-learners


Reporting – Proficiency Guidelines



AAPPL Spring 2019 - Participation by Levels

Language Level II (Form A) Level IV (Form B)
Arabic 13 3

Chinese 80 6
French 253 35

German 659 61
Italian 140 14

Japanese 442 96
Korean 100 14
Spanish 1940 174

Students who took two Level II tests 6
Students who took two Level IV tests 2

Students who took both Level II and Level IV tests 3



AAPPL Spring 2019 - Participation by Levels

Students who took two Level II tests 6
Students who took two Level IV tests 2

Students who took both Level II and Level IV tests 3

Form A (Level II)

Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish

Form B (Level IV)

Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish



AAPPL Assessment Performance Levels

The AAPPL assesses the following modes of 
communication

Interpersonal Listening/Speaking (ILS)

Presentational Writing (PW)

Interpretive Reading (IR)

Interpretive Listening (IL)

*Turkish assessment components will be Oral 
Proficiency Interview (OPI) and Writing 
Proficiency Test (WPT).  



Level II - Performance by Mode 
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Domain Performance - Form A (Level II) 

ILS IL IR PW

 There were 3,627 student performance records for the Level II AAPPLL World Language assessment.
 Most of the Level II students performed at the Novice Mid/High to Intermediate Low levels.
 Fewer students performed at the Intermediate level for ILS when compared to performance in other modes.



Level IV - Performance by Mode 
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 There were 403 student performance records for the Level II AAPPLL World Language assessment.
 Most of the Level IV students performed at the Intermediate High to Advanced Low levels.
 More Level IV students performed at the Advanced and Intermediate High levels in Interpretive Listening (IL) when 

compared to performance in other modes.  Approximately 78% of the students performed at an Intermediate High and 
Advanced Low levels.



Turkish - Performance by Mode 
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Turkish AAPPL World Language Performance 2019

OPI WPT

Twelve students participated in 
the Turkish AAPPL World Language 
assessment. 

The test has two components –
Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI)
Writing Proficiency Test (WPT) 



Level II – Interpersonal Listening/Speaking (ILS) Performance by Language 

 Approximately 20% of the students in Level II performed at the Intermediate level. 
 At least twenty percent students performed at the Intermediate level in German (26%) and Spanish (20%).
 Approximately 7% (243) of the Level II students performed below Novice Low level in ILS.

ILS - Form A Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
I4 3 36 8 15 2 114 178
I3 8 30 3 7 54 102
I2 4 27 2 10 2 45 90
I1 1 29 87 8 29 5 181 340
N4 1 1 60 212 19 57 11 542 903
N3 2 20 59 211 51 85 27 529 984
N2 2 12 39 23 14 81 7 203 381
N1 6 22 27 17 21 112 19 157 381

Below N1 2 24 24 9 11 42 27 104 243
UR 7 3 4 11 25

Grand Total 13 80 253 659 140 442 100 1940 3627



Level II – Interpretive Listening (IL)  Performance by Language 

IL - Form A Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
I4                  4 12 3 5 26 50
I3                  1 15 43 3 17 3 85 167
I2                  2 36 88 6 56 10 140 338
I1                  1 2 82 226 37 146 14 469 977
N4                  4 11 64 185 40 123 16 529 972
N3                  5 19 37 87 42 88 38 497 813
N2                  3 31 14 18 8 6 14 161 255
N1                  9 1 1 3 27 41

Below N1            5 1 2 6 14

Grand Total 13 80 253 659 140 442 100 1940 3627

 Approximately 42% of the students in Level II performed at the Intermediate level. 
 At least twenty percent students performed at the Intermediate level in French (56%), Japanese (50%), Spanish 

(36%), Italian (34%), and Korean (27%).
 Approximately 0.39% (14) of the Level II students performed below Novice Low level in ILS.



Level II – Interpretive Reading (IR) Performance by Language 

IR - Form A Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
I4                  1 6 4 1 1 8 21
I3                  6 15 2 3 3 50 79
I2                  16 64 7 12 5 128 232
I1                  1 2 80 180 31 42 16 540 892
N4                  2 15 76 196 42 95 23 638 1087
N3                  6 14 51 162 36 153 27 460 909
N2                  4 37 18 34 16 103 19 97 328
N1                  7 5 2 2 21 4 12 53

Below N1            5 12 2 7 26
Grand Total 13 80 253 659 140 442 100 1940 3627

 Approximately 33% of the students in Level II performed at the Intermediate level. 
 At least twenty percent students performed at the Intermediate level in French (40%), German (39%), Spanish 

(35%), Italian (31%), and Korean (25%).
 Approximately 0.72% (26) of the Level II students performed below Novice Low level in ILS.



Level II – Presentational Writing (PW) Performance by Language 

PW - Form A Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
I4 2 58 6 9 3 146 224
I3 4 54 2 4 2 60 126
I2 8 34 11 104 157
I1 1 6 37 111 14 33 4 347 553
N4 1 10 53 198 24 63 13 406 768
N3 7 26 80 155 49 115 28 538 998
N2 4 14 25 25 13 75 10 141 307
N1 9 30 21 10 100 25 121 316

Below N1 15 14 3 21 31 15 76 175
UR 1 1 1 3

Grand Total 13 80 253 659 140 442 100 1940 3627

 Approximately 29% of the students in Level II performed at the Intermediate level. 
 At least twenty percent students performed at the Intermediate level in Spanish (34%), German (33%), and French 

(20%).
 Approximately 4.82% (174) of the Level II students performed below Novice Low level in ILS.



Level IV – Interpersonal Listening/Speaking (ILS) Performance by Language 

 Of the 403 students who took the Level IV AAPPLL World Language assessment, 39% performed at the 
Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels.  

 At least 30% of the students performed at the Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels for Arabic (100%), 
Korean and Italian (64%), French (42%), and Spanish (37%).

 At least 13% of the students performed below N4 (54).

ILS - Form B Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
A1 2 8 6 5 27 3 30 81
I5 1 7 4 4 23 6 34 79
I4 3 18 2 15 33 71
I3 5 1 5 11
I2 1 4 3 1 11 20
I1 7 9 2 9 2 25 54
N4 4 5 1 6 1 15 32

Below N4 5 6 10 12 1 20 54
UR 1 1

Grand Total 3 6 35 61 14 96 14 174 403



Level IV – Interpretive Listening (IL) Performance by Language 

IL - Form B Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
A1                  8 15 6 12 5 43 89
I5                  3 3 19 32 7 56 7 102 229
I4                  3 2 1 9 1 13 29
I3                  1 2 5 4 12
I2                  4 2 1 7
I1                  1 3 4 5 1 5 19
N4                  3 1 4

Below N4            2 1 2 4 5 14
Grand Total 3 6 35 61 14 96 14 174 403

 Of the 403 students who took the Level IV AAPPLL World Language assessment, 78% performed at the 
Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels.  

 At least 30% of the students performed at the Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels for Arabic (100%), Italian 
(92%), Spanish (83%), French (77%), German (76%), Japanese (71%), and Chinese (50%).



Level IV – Interpretive Reading (IR) Performance by Language 

IR - Form B Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
A1                  2 2 1 1 9 15
I5                  1 2 18 32 7 33 9 77 179
I4                  3 8 4 4 19 4 34 76
I3                  2 5 1 6 1 13 28
I2                  1 4 10 10 25
I1                  1 1 11 1 21 19 54
N4                  3 1 4 9 17

Below N4            1 1 2 2 3 9
Grand Total 3 6 35 61 14 96 14 174 403

 Of the 403 students who took the Level IV AAPPLL World Language assessment, 48% performed at the 
Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels.  

 At least 30% of the students performed at the Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels for Korean (64%), Italian 
and French (57%), German (55%), Spanish (49%), Japanese (35%), and Chinese and Arabic (33%).



Level IV – Presentational Writing (PW) Performance by Language 

PW - Form B Arabic Chinese French German Italian Japanese Korean Spanish Grand Total
A1 1 9 5 16 5 23 59
I5 1 8 7 3 19 4 34 76
I4 1 1 9 23 2 34 2 63 135
I3 3 6 2 7 1 12 31
I2 1 2 6 7 16
I1 1 6 2 2 8 24 43
N4 1 3 5 8 2 2 7 28

Below N4 1 2 4 4 3 14
UR 1 1

Grand Total 3 6 35 61 14 96 14 174 403

 Of the 403 students who took the Level IV AAPPLL World Language assessment, 33% performed at the 
Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels.  

 At least 30% of the students performed at the Intermediate High and Advanced Low levels for Korean (63%), French 
(57%), Japanese (36%), Arabic (33%), and Spanish (32%).



For more information about the AAPPL Assessment, please visit the DoDEA 
Comprehensive Assessment system website 

https://www.dodea.edu/assessments/resources/AAPPL-Assessments.cfm

https://www.dodea.edu/assessments/resources/AAPPL-Assessments.cfm
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