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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDUCATION ACTIVITY

Bob Hope Elementary Celebrates Pi Day with Fun
and L earning

OKINAWA, JAPAN — Bob Hope Elementary School transformed into a hub of mathematical excitement as
students from Pre-K through fifth grade celebrated Pi Day on March 14, 2025. The event, organized by the
school's dedicated teacher committee, aimed to show students that math istruly al "a-round" us and can be both
engaging and fun.

The day was packed with avariety of activities tailored to different age groups. Y ounger students in Pre-K
through second grade enjoyed learning songs, making graphs, creating chains, and participating in the Pi Dice
Challenge. They also had ablast working on their hand-eye coordination by throwing pies at pictures of teachers
in the windows.

Older students delved into more advanced concepts, learning about the radius, diameter, and circumference of
circles through the story Sir Cumference and the Dragon of Pi by Cindy Neuschwander. This hands-on approach
hel ped them grasp the significance of Pi and its constant value of 3.14, regardless of the circle's size.




Students are actively engaged in a pi math graphing activity. Photo credit by Ashley Wood

The event also featured a school-wide competition to see how many digits of Pi can be recited by memory. Elle,
athird-grade student in Mr. Brandon Vieitez's and Ms. Sara Soto’ s class and a standout student, impressed
everyone by memorizing an astounding 144 digits. Ell€’ s strategy for reciting the digits was to learn three digits
at atime.

“1 really liked the competition, and my motivation was to beat my brother who isin fifth grade,” Elle said,
stating she was proud of herself.

The top two winners from each grade level were rewarded with math board games, generously sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Organization.

The community played avital role in the celebration, with parents donating pies so that every student and staff
member could enjoy adelicious slice at the end of the day. This communal effort highlighted the importance of
family involvement in education and added a sweet touch to the festivities.

Third grade student Ellein Mr. Vietez's classis reciting the digits for Pi Day in front of her
classmates. Elle memorized 144 digits and was the overall winner at Bob Hope Elementary School.
Elle said, "Thiswas so much fun, and | am proud of myself." Photo credit by Brandon Vietez

The event also featured a school-wide competition to see how many digits of Pi can be recited by memory. Elle,
athird-grade student in Mr. Brandon Vieitez's and Ms. Sara Soto’ s class and a standout student, impressed
everyone by memorizing an astounding 144 digits. Elle’s strategy for reciting the digits was to learn three digits
at atime.

“| really liked the competition, and my motivation was to beat my brother who isin fifth grade,” Elle said,
stating she was proud of herself.

The top two winners from each grade level were rewarded with math board games, generously sponsored by the
Parent Teacher Organization.



The community played avital role in the celebration, with parents donating pies so that every student and staff
member could enjoy a delicious slice at the end of the day. This communal effort highlighted the importance of
family involvement in education and added a sweet touch to the festivities.

Kindergarten students in Mrs. Maewski's class lined up with their custom made Math Pi t-shirts.
Photo credit by Ashley Wood

Overall, Pi Day at Bob Hope Elementary was a resounding success, filled with active learning and joyful
experiences. Events like these not only make math fun but also spark curiosity and alove for learning in
students. Here is to many more days of mathematical adventures!
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